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placing my footsteps into
his, walking in his
shadow, trusting. Because
I cannot see what is to
come, he will lead me
where I am to go, where
we are all to go. This
Mother Nancy
regular, seasonal rhythm
reminds us that God
Something Familiar
brings order to the chaos
As I write this we are
and so we depend on him
preparing for Christ the
to order our days and
King Sunday, the last
seasons and years even as
Sunday in this long
his glory is displayed in
Ordinary season of the
the rhythm of the sun and
Church Year, the final
Sunday before we enter the the moon, the orbit of
season of Advent and begin this planet we call home,
a new Church Year. One of and the changing of the
weather.
the many, many things I
It feels oxymoronic that
love about the Episcopal
my
prayers in this season
Church is this annual
of
waiting
sound so very
rhythm we abide in: Advent,
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, urgent: ‘God, when will
we all feel safe again?’
Eastertide, Pentecost, and
‘When will this deadly
Ordinary time. It’s
virus no longer be a
predictable, dependable,
threat?’ ‘When will we
and stable when the world
learn to be less
around us feels as if it’s
oppositional?’ ‘When will
unruly and incorrigible. It
love, Your Love, prevail?’
reminds me: I am a
participant in God’s Story, a ‘How long, O Lord, how
citizen of God’s Kingdom, long?’
And I hear the familiar
a beloved child of God.
rhythm of God’s heart,
By the time you will be
regulating mine. We wait
reading this, we will have
entered a new Church year for the One to come and
and the season of Advent: a yet we are not alone. He
abides with us still.
time of expectant waiting
and preparation. This year, Emmanuel. The familiarity
of the time calms my
for me, the idea of more
urgency so I can settle into
waiting feels rather
the stillness of waiting.
laborious instead of joyful
Hope. Joy. Love. Peace.
and expectant. How about
These are not what is to
you?
come; these are available
I am having to step into
to us, now. One step at a
this season with more
time, as we follow the
intentionality than I have in
King of kings, letting the
the past, leaning into the
stories of Scripture shape
path of Jesus, carefully
our story, letting the

compassion he displays grow
our compassion toward
others, letting the love he is
transform our hearts to be like
his. God’s rhythm feels safe
and familiar because it is the
rhythm we are created for.
Together, let’s wait and
remember.
God’s peace,
Mtr. Nancy+
Small Things…
I had some thoughts about
stewardship recently. I
actually jotted these down as
notes during Mother Nancy’s
marvelous sermon on
November 14th.
Stewardship is not merely
about taking care of our
buildings and utilities and
insurance and salaries—
although that’s very much
part of our stewardship…
Stewardship is our response
to the questions: What’s our
focus? What’s our purpose?
Scripture and the Church tell
us that healing and restoring is
our ministry and mission.
The reading from the Epistle
to the Hebrews says we’re to
“provoke one another to love
and good deeds.” That looks
a lot like giving those who are
lost a community to join,
welcoming people—all
people—into the Kingdom
of God.
After the homily or sermon,
I usually stand, and invite us
to join in proclaiming the
Faith of the Church: saying
together in love what it is that
we believe. Today, before we
do that, let’s join in
demonstrating this.
Cont on pg 3
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Greetings all,

Treasurer’s Report

Our Financial Position
Our financial position at St. Francis by the Lake is continuing to do much better than expected.
We have an operations balance surplus, which is much better than planned. Capital Campaign,
Debt Retirement and the Endowment funds are doing well. We are paying down our line of credit
at Frost Bank and have made our annual payment to Crump Foundation loan.
While our Christian Stewardship ‘campaign’ has concluded, you can still make your pledge. If you
need a pledge card, please contact the parish office, or me, and we will make sure you get one.
Thank you so much for your continued generosity and faithfulness. It is so very important to our
mission and ministry at St. Francis by the Lake.
Treasurer,
Mr. Robert
Amos

“In giving,
we receive.”

Financial Summary as of October 31, 2021
Operations - continues significantly better than planned.
Revenues: Total revenue is $254,475.90, which is better than planned by $76,131.90.
Expenditures: Spending was $233,400.75: lower (i.e., better) than planned by $2,393.25.
Balance (R minus E): We have a surplus of $21,075.15, this is better than planned by
$78,525.15.
Capital - continues to do well
Capital Campaign 2020 – 2022: Contributions are $37,646.39 so far this year, with a balance
of $77,932.03. We continue making monthly principal payments of $6,060.00 to the Frost Line
of Credit.
Debt Retirement: Contributions are $34,611.00. The Debt Retirement Fund contains a
balance of $61,819.12.
Endowment Fund - continues to do well
Total in the fund is $151,421.93, as of October 31, 2021.
Our funds, as of October 31, 2021:
General Operating $ 59,737.10
Debt Retirement $ 61,819.12
Capital Campaign Fund $ 77,932.03
Endowment Fund $ 151,421.93
Debt:
Frost Bank - Line of Credit: $ 48,478.38
Crump Foundation: $ 405,000.00
If you have comments or questions, or if you would like to discuss your pledge, or if you would like to make
another contribution, please feel free to contact me at treasure@gvtc.com.

Taizé and Supper
Wednesday, December 15,
6:30 p.m.
You’re invited to a Taizé
Service & Soup Supper on
Wednesday, Dec. 15. We’ll
start at 6:30 p.m. in the
Great Hall with a simple

soup supper (provided by
members of Community of
Hope), then move to the
Nave to worship by
candlelight with music,
Scripture readings, and
silent reflection.
Please come and share in
a relaxing, quiet, and
peaceful evening as,
together, we enjoy being in
God’s Presence, giving
thanks for the gift of His

Son, Jesus.
Invite your family,
friends, and neighbors.
There’s no need to dress
up. There’s no need to
bring food or presents.
Just come as you are…
and leave better!
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Sunday, Dec. 12:
It’s United
Thank Offering
Time!!!
Many of us have UTO
boxes with gratitudes and
coins that are filled with
love. Some of us (such as
myself) do not have a
blue box. If you need a
box or an envelope, they
will be in the Narthex
this Sunday.
Our UTO offering is a
celebration of
thankfulness for all the
blessings in our lives.
The UTO offering is
given, 100%, as grants
for amazing projects and
needs around our

Small things
cont’d from pg 1

Mother Nancy
encouraged us to hold
what we have made for
ourselves “very lightly”…
and so we offer that up to
the Lord. But we also
offer: everything. In the
Eucharistic Prayer from
Rite I, it says that we
offer “our selves, our souls
and bodies,” as a living
sacrifice. That’s not
merely what we’ve made
for ourselves; that
includes all the joy and the
sorrow, all the blessings and
all the hurts.
And the wonderful,
marvelous, and
undeserved gift is that,
because of the Greatest
Gift of all—Christ Jesus,
God’s only-begotten
Son—we can and may
offer all, everything, the
whole enchilada, the
works, the whole
shebang, the entire
caboodle, the sum and
total of our lives… in
hope. And we trust the
Lord to take what we
offer and bless it, and
return that which He
wants for us, in order for
us to be His children.
That takes strength and
courage and practice. But

we can, by God’s grace
and with the help of our
sisters and brothers,
become better and better
at it… until it becomes
natural. And so it is.
This is the nature and
the image that God longs
to restore in us.
May God’s Peace and
Goodness be yours,
fr david+

community, our nation,
and our world.

We’ve designated
Sunday, Nov. 12, as our
UTO Ingathering: to
collect our boxes, our
envelopes, our coins, our
checks, and our LOVE
and GRATITUDE and
THANKFULNESS.
Please join us in this
offering!
If you have any
questions, I will
endeavor to find
answers!

Joy Ellwood, Coordinator
(713) 725-2509
tjellwood@comcast.net

Advent Study
“A Child’s Christmas”
Mtr. Nancy is offering an Advent study
after the soup suppers on Dec 1st and
8th. A sign-up sheet for food can be
found in the narthex.
Would you please consider making and
bringing soup or bread for either or both
Wednesdays?

St. Francis has
participated in
CRRC’s ‘Living
Nativity’ for many
Christmases.

See article on pg 4
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Save the Date

December anniversaries

12/1 & 12/8 Advent
Soup & Supper

Bob & Jeanne Slupik 12/18

12/4 ECW Christmas
party

December birthdays

12/10 CRRC St. Francis
performs Nativity at
North Pole Village

Dan Blanchard 12/1
Jamie Morris 12/2
Joan Blankenbeker 12/4
Lynda Duncan 12/4
Phil Hopkins 12/4
Kay Blanchard 12/12
Brad Mount 12/12
Julie Thomas 12/12
Fr. Gordon Scheible 12/13
Mary K. Chittenden 12/15
Lynda Middleton 12/18
Joy Ellwood 12/23
Jim Chase 12/25
Linda Hillin 12/25
Carlie Maciejewski 12/25
Brenda Amos 12/26

12/12 Annual Meeting
part 1
12/12 UTO Ingathering
12/14 ECW book study
12/18 Highway Cleanup
12/18 “Wreaths Across
America”
12/24 Christmas Eve
Eucharist 5:30 p.m.

12/25 Christmas Day
Eucharist 10:00 a.m.
12/26 One Service:
Christmas Eucharist 9:00
a.m.
12/27 - 12/31 Office
closed
(There will be prayer
shawl workshop on
12/25.)

Volunteers Wanted

“Living Nativity Night” at
CRRC’s
North Pole Village
Friday evening, Dec. 10
Do you ever think to
yourself, “I’d like to
volunteer and have some
fun at Christmas time?”
Here’s your chance!
St. Francis parishioners,
friends, family, and
neighbors (especially
children) are invited and
welcome to take part in a
living nativity at CRRC’s
North Pole Village, a very
special night for the Canyon

Lake community. We
need 10-15 volunteers of
all ages & genders.
Costumes are provided;
no acting skills required!
The Nativity story is
narrated with very few
speaking parts. Each
presentation is about 10
minutes long and we
repeat it three times per
hour.
Not into “performing?”
There’s a place for you:
we also need a costume
designer and a hospitality
team. The costume
designer helps others find
just the right accessories
for their costume; the
hospitality team provides
snack food and drinks for
the crew (e.g.,
sandwiches, chips,
cookies, water, etc.)

Time & Place
*5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
*Friday, Dec. 10
*CRRC Recreation Center
**125 Mabel Jones Rd.
(on the South Dam Access
Rd. across from the Tye
Preston Memorial Library.)
Please arrive at 5:30 p.m.;
check in at the Volunteer
Desk; tell them you’re
volunteering for the Live
Nativity. They’ll direct
you to the designated
place where we’ll meet,
get into costumes, and
prepare for our first
presentation at 6:00 p.m.
when the “village” opens
to the public.
Tips: There are three 10minute performances an
hour with breaks inbetween (snacks &
beverages provided.) We
hang out with each other

ECW Christmas
Party Set-up
Help Needed Friday
Dec. 3 at 2:00 p.m.,
would you please come
and help set-up and
decorate the Great
Hall, Friday Dec. 3, at
2:00 p.m.?? “Many
hands make light
work!” If many of us
pitch in, everyone can
enjoy the Parish
Christmas party on
Saturday Dec. 4.
As always: with
enough help, we
have fun together
and accomplish
great things!

during breaks, or browse the rest
of North Pole Village--just be
back in time for the next show!
North Pole Village will be
open Dec. 9, 10, & 11, and Dec.
16, 17, & 18 from 6:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. Volunteers are needed
from now until opening day:
setting up and decorating; during
the event nights: operating the
village stores; and, after the close
of the event: taking down and
packing up the village.
To sign up: go to their webpage
at www.crrcofcanyonlake.org ,
and scroll to the bottom to find
the North Pole Village sign up links.
If you’re not volunteering, there
is a cost to attend North Pole
Village (unknown at this time.)
Questions? Please contact
Tricia Jones at (512)497-2297 or
gabe.triciajones@gmail.com.
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A letter from Family Promise
Fr. David and all our
Friends at St. Francis by
the Lake,
We hope you are doing
well. We are currently
hosting a family of four
at our day center. Our
guest, Miss G., has three
littles under three years
old. Two of the three
children are now in
daycare, and the infant
will hopefully have
daycare next month.
Everyone is settled and
mom is working on her
goals towards selfsufficiency.
All that said, we have no
specific needs to request

at this time. However, if
your parishioners would
like to do something,
please ask them to send
cards or notes of
encouragement to Miss
G. You may be surprised
to learn how much our
families enjoy
encouraging and uplifting
cards.
Additionally, gift cards
for small amounts ($10 to
$40) to HEB would be
appreciated. Depending
on the situation, we use
HEB gift cards to
purchase supplies for our
families per their
requests, or we give them
directly to a family. Please

know that gift cards are
completely optional.
Notes and cards can be
sent to: Family Promise,
Sarah Dixon, 295
Rosewood Ave., New
Braunfels, TX 78130
Our graduate program
is going well. We are
confident that this
program helps our
families practice their new
found skills and address
life’s challenges before
they become
insurmountable. Often,
the greatest changes in a
family occurs when they
experience consistency,
stability, and supportive
encouragement.
If you feel moved, we
request that you keep all
people experiencing

unstable housing in your
prayers. Should you have
any questions feel free to
contact me on my cell at
(830) 730-2705 or email at
jill.ingersoll@fpgnb.org,
or Sarah at (830) 6608219. Cell phone and
email are the best way to
contact us.
Warmly,
Your Friends at Family
Promise of Greater New
Braunfels
Sarah Dixon,
Executive Director;
Jill Ingersoll,
Family Services
Coordinator;
Jan Hutchings,

ECW Sponsored Book Study
Continuing Tuesdays

Having a Mary Heart
in a Martha World
by Joanna Weaver

three sessions remain, led by Mother Nancy
“Like Mary, we want to just sit at the Lord’s feet. Like Martha, we feel the need to serve the Jesus
we love by taking care of those around us. How can we make that choice? Joanna Weaver shows
us, Marys and Marthas alike, how we can stay close to our Lord and serve those around us whom
we love.”

It isn’t too late to join:
We meet Tuesdays
Dec. 14, and
Jan. 11 & 25
6:30-8:00 p.m.
in the St. Francis Room

Each session will cover 2 chapters.
Everyone should bring a copy of the book. It’s available online at Amazon.
If anyone needs assistance finding or purchasing the book, please contact
Julie Thomas at (281) 701-0273.
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Classes begin 2022

The mission of the Order
of the Daughters of the
King is the extension of
Christ’s Kingdom through
Prayer, Service, and
Evangelism.
As Daughters of the
King, we are women of
courage who have made a
commitment to serve God
our King. We wear crosses
as an outward and visible
sign that we cannot live a
day without Christ in our
lives. We see our Order as
a community of nurturing
women, accepting all
people, bridging
differences, and cherishing
traditions.
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Empowered by the
Holy Spirit, our vision is
to encourage and enable
all to be reflections of
God's love, reaching out
through prayer, service,
and evangelism to spread
His Kingdom.
The Daughters at St.
Francis will offer a class
beginning in January,
2022. If you believe
you’re called to prayer
and service in our
fellowship or if you have
questions, please contact
Susan Kelch at 915 2413150.
Click here to learn
more about the
Daughters in the Diocese
of West Texas.

isn’t available until
Tuesday, Dec. 14, so we
will email everyone at that
time. Then, purchase the
The Good Samaritan
Center in San Antonio is items on the list, and
return them to the church
providing Holiday food
again this year. St. Francis by Sunday, Dec. 19 in a
reusable grocery bag.
is being asked to
Contact Teresa St. John
participate in this
at
(281) 389-1843 with
ministry, as we have for
any
questions.
many years.
The list of items needed

Good Sam Holiday
Food Bags

Wreaths Across America is a
national, non-profit
program that affords us
the opportunity to honor
our fallen, who are laid to
rest at State and National
Cemeteries, with a wreath
for the holidays. What a
blessing it is, to be able to
honor those who have
given all for us.
St. Francis’ ECW
(Episcopal Church
Women) is making a
donation to Wreaths
Across America to help
subsidize the wreaths. We
encourage everyone to

participate in honoring
our country’s fallen
heroes this holiday season
by sponsoring a wreath,
volunteering, and/or
inviting friends to help.
On Saturday, Dec. 18, at
11:00 a.m., we will
participate in placing
wreaths on the graves at
Ft. Sam Houston
Cemetery and saying the
name of each veteran as
the wreaths are placed.
You can make your
own donation as well as
learn how to volunteer at
Wreaths Across America.

Parish pre-Christmas Party
Everyone welcome!
The ECW’s Social Team is hosting a preChristmas party
Saturday, Dec. 4, from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the
Great Hall.
The Team is providing desserts as well as tea and water.
Please bring a favorite dish and/or wine/beverage to
share. There will be a Christmas Ornament Exchange;
so please bring a wrapped ornament to participate.
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Honduras Manos Ministry: news & updates
Upcoming:
We’re very excited to
have seven Manos
Scholarship students
graduating from college
in 2021. Stay tuned for
more news about them next
month.

Brillantes Program
(STEM)
a Big Success!
We completed our
STEM program, called
Brillantes, which was
developed by Texas State
University for our
Manos scholarship
students. This program
was made possible from
a grant Manos Honduras
Ministry received from
IEEE (Institute of
Electrical and Electronics
Engineers.)
Earlier in 2021, the
Manos Scholarship
Program began working
with Profesora Dr.
Araceli Ortiz, and Cindy
Rojas (who recently
graduated with a
Master’s degree in
Technology
Management), both from
Texas State University.
They helped create our
Brillantes Program.
Since then, Dr. Ortiz
accepted a position at
UTSA College of
Engineering and College
of Education but she has
continued supporting
our efforts in her new
capacity. Dr. Ortiz and
Cindy developed the
Brillantes Program, as an
electrical engineering and
algebra after-school

program for 20 of our
Scholarship students in
7th, 8th, and 9th grades.
The objectives of the
Brillantes Program were:
1) Provide motivating
and enriching STEM
experiences to
underprivileged students.
2) Pilot the program
with Honduran students
(and determine the
potential to replicate it in
other Spanish-speaking
communities in the US
and/or Latin America.
3) Provide
professional
development to
Honduran educators and
facilitators.
We launched the
Brillantes Program the
first week of October,
2021, and continued for
four weeks. We
conducted 4-hour
sessions on Saturdays at
Manos de Dios church.
We had the best
Honduran team
implementing the
program! The team was
comprised of Prof.
Candy Rodriguez (math
teacher from Institute
Pedro Nufio); Julio Lara
and Kimberly Figueroa
(Industrial Engineering
Manos scholarship
students who served as
aides); Cecia Celaya
(Logistics coordinator)
and Edil Reyes (IT
coordinator). Both Edil
and Cecia have been part
of the Manos
Scholarship program
since the 7th grade and
they graduated from
college with degrees in
Computer Science and

Psychology,
respectively.
On the last day of the
program, we had a
hybrid event where the
Brillantes students,
parents, and team
members attended inperson and about 30
other students, parents,
and special guests
attended via Zoom. This
was a special day, in that
we invited three
universities in Danlí
(UNATEC, Católica &
Politécnica) to do a
career fair for all our
students. We had three
fantastic presentations
from either the
president or the director
of the colleges. It was
particularly inspiring to
have Dr. Carlos
Moreno, president of
the Catholic University
and Ing. Ivis (Head of
Admissions of the
Catholic University)
talking about their
personal journeys, the
learning environment,
and career opportunities
at their university.
As part of the closing
ceremony of the event,
the Brillantes students
presented their exciting
final science projects
and received
personalized certificates
of participation and the
biggest applause from a
room full of proud
parents and other
students.
We would like to
thank all the team that
made the Brillantes
Program possible
including Dr. Araceli

Ortiz, Cindy Rojas, as
well as Prof. Candy
Rodriguez and her hard
-working support team
that helped throughout
the process. Also, we
would like to thank
Peter Baen and Patrick
McCarren for their
encouragement and
assistance during the
grant application
process. Lastly, we are
grateful to IEEE and
PCIC (Petroleum and
Chemical Industry
Committee) for their
vision in supporting
youth STEM programs
such as the Brillantes
Program. We are
hoping that we will be
able to implement once
again the Brillantes
Program in Danlí,
Honduras next year.
Club Intercambio:
Connecting &
Exchanging Stories
with Manos Remotely
Every Saturday
morning, our Club
Intercambio, an ESL
Club offered to our
Manos Scholarship
students, gets together
for class and activities
to improve their
English language skills.
This past Saturday, four
of the more advanced
students prepared a
story, in English, and
read it to some of our
Manos team members
via Zoom. After the
presentation, they
asked for us to tell a
story.
Cont on pg 8
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Honduras Manos
Ministry
cont’d from pg 7

Fr. Allan Conkling
decided to tell a story
about his Conjunto music
accordion lessons that he
started taking recently.
He even played a little
for us! What a wonderful
opportunity for our
students to share some
of their accomplishments
with us and to listen to
native English speakers,
as part of their learning.
There will be more
opportunities in the
future for members of
the Manos Team to get
involved this way and get
to exchange (intercambiar)
language phrases, stories,
culture, and spend time
together with our
students.

Our mission is to learn all we can, in order to live
as best we can, that we might share the love of
God the Father, revealed through the Word of
God the Son, by the power of God the Holy Spirit
with... everyone! We strive to be welcoming,
hospitable, and we hope you will consider making
St. Francis by the Lake your parish and your
spiritual home. Please take time to browse through
our website for information about our parish
family, as well as about the Episcopal Church.
We’d like to extend our invitation to you: “Come
as you are; leave better.” Also, if you encounter
something that’s not clear, please give us a call and
allow us to try and explain. Many thanks!

We’re on the Web!!
www.saintfrancisbythelake.org

