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Community of Hope International 
(COHI) is celebrating 25 years of 
being a pastoral presence in people’s 
lives. COHI trained lay chaplains are 
committed, called, and skilled in their 
ministries, while rooted in prayer, 
holding fast to sound pastoral care-
giving. 
       COHI is as relevant today as it 
was at its founding in 1994 at St. 
Luke’s Hospital, Houston, Texas. 
Through its 25 years, COHI has 
grown from a presence in one hospi-
tal, in one city, to centers in over 100 
churches, hospitals, hospices, and 
retirement centers throughout the 
United States and in Malawi, Africa. 
From 12 initial trainees, there are 
now over 2,200 lay chaplains who 
have answered the call to be a listen-
ing presence to those who are hurt-
ing and vulnerable. And, COHI is 
still growing! 
       You are invited to participate in 
the COHI 2019 fundraising campaign 
“Celebrating 25 Years of Compassion 
and Hope” by giving $25 (or any 
amount) in thanksgiving for our lay 
chaplains and the Community of 
Hope International. The COHI phi-
lanthropy goal for 2019 is $25,000 to 
operate the ministry and foster 
growth for the next generation. Suf-
fering in the world continues and so 
does the COHI ministry. 
           

                 (Continued on page 7)       

(L to R): Fr. Chuck Woehler, the Rt. Rev. David Reed, Fr. Gordon Scheible, and Fr. David 
Chalk stand in the hallway of St. Francis’s new Ministry and Outreach Center ready to 
begin the blessing of the center. 

From the 
Sr. Warden: 
Leader of the 
Stewardship 
Campaign 

By Jim Kelch, Sr. Warden 
james.r.kelch@gmail.com 

 

After I received the phone call from 
Fr. David informing me that I was 
selected as the leader of the Stew-
ardship Campaign, I was gifted two 
words by God. “Awesome,” a word 
almost put to death in the 70’s and 
80’s, and ‘humble,” a word not used 
enough.  

Community 
of Hope 
International 

(celebrating 25 years) 

In this “world battleground,” we are 
allowed to be Christians. That is 
awesome. That God would love us 
is truly humbling. God loves us, so 
we must live spiritually, as Fr. David 
says, “Do God.” 
       As we Do God, we give freely 
of our time, talent, and treasure. We 
strive to be and do better, for all 
good things come from God. 
       Almighty and everlasting God, 
increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, 
and charity; and that we may obtain 
what you promise, make us love 
what you command; through Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, One God, 
forever and ever, Amen. 
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Dear friends, 
 
Proverbs 29:18 
says “Without 
the revealed 
word of God, the 
people run amok; 

but following God’s direction bless-
es.” And Philippians 4:12 says, “I 
know humility, and I know fullness 
(abundance.) I’ve been initiated into 
the mystery of contentment.” 
 

“I believe the Lord is my 
‘why.’” 

 
       The word that has been re-
vealed to me at this time, and which 
will be a blessing to us all, has to do 
with our belief. I believe God 
(Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) is my 
Rock, my Shield, my Deliverer, my 
Strong Tower, my Shepherd, my 
Way, Truth, and Life. I believe the 
Lord is my ‘why.’ 
 

“Not letting anything master 
me is only possible when I 

strive to love God first.” 
 
       When I think of doing or not 
doing something/anything, it isn’t 
the what that is necessarily im-
portant; it’s the why that I have to 
pursue. Why would I help some-
one? Why would I not help some-
one? Why would I say something or 
not say something? In his first letter 
to the Corinthians, Paul wrote, 
“You say, ‘I’m allowed to do any-
thing’—however, not everything is 
good for you. And even if ‘I’m   
allowed to do anything,’ I won’t let 
anything master me.” Not letting 
anything master me is only possible 
when I strive to love God first. If I 
love the LORD with all my heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, and my 
neighbor as myself, then that love 
becomes my reason for being. And 
then the Lord has become my why. 
       Life doesn’t immediately be-
come easy or carefree when God 

Guide in Prayers, will be led by the 
Rev. Mary Earle and discuss practi-
cal wisdom for living and insight 
for praying, using rich imagery 
from the visions and teachings of 
Julian Norwich, a 14th-century 
Christian mystic. 
       This two day gathering will meet 
at Church of Reconciliation, San 
Antonio, on Friday evening, Oct. 11, 
4:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., with pro-
gramming to begin at 6:30 p.m., and 
Saturday morning, Oct. 12, 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Registration cost ($45) 
covers meals and program. 
       For more information, 
contact Linda Hollingsworth, 
Commission President, at  
lindalee1325@gmail.com. 

becomes my why. But the content-
ment I find, in discerning the myriad 
choices of what I do, becomes vastly 
simpler. 
       May we be abundantly blessed 
with contentment as we pray for the 
Lord to reveal Himself as our ‘why.’ 
       Pax et bonum, (May God’s 
Peace and Goodness be yours,) 
       david+ 
       (The Scriptures quoted above are my 
translations.) 

Fall Women’s 
Gathering (C4WM): 
All Shall Be Well: Julian 
of Norwich, a Guide in 
Prayers 
From Weekly ENEWS from The  
Episcopal Diocese of West Texas 

The 2019 Fall Women’s Gathering, 
All Shall Be Well: Julian of Norwich, 

The 2019 kickoff for the ECW was held in the Great Hall on Thursday, Sep. 12. (L to 
R in the forefront): Lynda Leadford, Brenda Klaftenegger, Teresa St. John, and Azile 
Davenport. 
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Greetings all, 
 

Our finances at St. Francis by the Lake are doing well so far this year. 
 

       Operations ran a deficit higher than planned, due to early payment of our 
property insurance.  
       The Capital Campaign and Debt Retirement are doing well. 
       The Endowment fund grew significantly. 

       We have completed our final payment to our builder for the Ministry and Outreach Center.  
       We closed on our long term loan with Crump Foundation for the Ministry and Outreach Center and significantly 
paid down the short term line of credit loan from Frost Bank. 
 

August 31, 2019 details: 
 

Operations - doing well.  
       Revenues: Total revenue is $168,589.31 which is higher (better) than planned by $1,094.31.  
       Expenditures: Expenditures are $178,177.87, which is higher (worse) than expected by $4,017.87. This was largely 
driven by the property insurance payment of $3,437.75. The budget was for this payment was planned for September. 
So things should improve next month.  
       Balance (Revenue minus Expenditures): We have a deficit of $9,588.56 which is $2,923.56 worse than planned. 
 

Capital - doing well.  
       Capital Campaign: Contributions are $52,207.83 year to date, with total contributions of $486,210.08. Fund bal-
ance is $15,515.00. 
       Debt Retirement: Contributions are $22,623.00 year to date. The Debt Retirement Fund contains a total of 
$30,839.62.  
       Total spending on the Ministry and Outreach Center through August is $1,132,481.48. We have made our final 
payment to our builder, Wunderlich Builders. We have received our long term financing from the Crump Foundation. 
And we have repaid a substantial portion of our short term line of credit loan from Frost Bank.  
 

Endowment Fund - grew significantly. 
The balance of the Endowment Fund is now $108,954.04 as of August 31, 2019. This significant increase is due to a 
generous legacy bequest from one of our long time member’s estate.  
 

      Our funds as of August 31, 2019: 
 

       General Operating              $         2,206.74 
       Debt Retirement                 $       30,839.62 
       Capital Campaign Fund      $       15,515.00 
       Endowment Fund              $      108,954.00 
       Debt                                  $               0.00 
 

       Debt: 
       Frost Bank - Line of Credit:  $  145,438.38 
       Crump Foundation:               $  450,000.00 
 

       We are experiencing exciting times in our life at St. Francis by the Lake. We have grown our ministries locally and 
abroad. We have a completed our new Ministry and Outreach center dedicated to this purpose. We support each other 
in amazing ways. We welcome all who are looking for a church home. Our area is growing rapidly, bringing folks who 
are searching for a spiritual home. Needs abound in our community and beyond. God brought these things together 
and has given us the opportunity to use our time, talent, treasure, and resources to share his love, peace, and joy with 
everyone. 
       We will be kicking off our Christian Stewardship campaign on Oct. 6. Stewardship is about everything we do to 
further God’s purpose and grow His kingdom. It is a sacramental, spiritual, and sacrificial response in gratitude for all 
that God has given us. It is a reflection of the condition of our hearts. Let us recognize the blessings God has show-
ered upon us and respond in gratitude.  
       If you have any comments or questions, or if you would like to discuss a pledge or contribution, please feel free to 
contact me at treasure@gvtc.com. 

Treasurer’s 
report 
By Robert Amos 
Email: 
treasure@gvtc.com 
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Needs for 
the CRRC 

food pantry 
 

Our local food pantry continues to 
be in need of the following items: 

 

peanut butter; 
 

canned corn; 
 

laundry detergent; 
 

hand soap; 
 

baking items; 
 

cereal; 
 

plastic grocery bags; 
 

toilet paper; 
 

baby diapers - sizes 2, 3, 4, and 5, 
and adult sizes, (both disposable and 

cloth diapers;) and 
 

toothbrush, toothpaste, and floss. 
(When visiting the dentist each patient is 
usually given a small bag that contains a 

toothbrush, toothpaste, and floss. As each of 
us has our semi-annual checkups, please 
consider bringing those to church for the 

CRRC donation box.) 
 

All contributions are appreciated. 

Episcopal 
Church 
Women 
(ECW) 

update 
By Ronnie Harper-Schwakhofer, 
ECW President 

The ECW meeting last Thursday, 
Sept. 12, was enjoyed by all those in 
attendance! The ECW officers pro-
vided an array of salads and dessert. 
After a brief meeting we played 
games… with lots of laugher and 
prizes! Many thanks to the organiz-
ers and we’re grateful that a total of 
25 Episcopal Church Women attend-
ed! Details on upcoming ECW 
events and meetings will be included 
in the church bulletin (monthly) and 
other church publications.  
       With our new Ministry and 
Outreach Center (MOC,) we’ve   
decided to have all of our ECW 
monthly meetings in the Center with 
the exception of Field Trips. The 
next meeting is Thursday, Oct. 10, 
in the MOC. A variety of salads will 
be available for bunch at 11:00 a.m. 
and the meeting will begin at 11:30 
a.m. Stacy Hill, Executive Director, 
Crisis Center of Comal County, will 
be our guest speaker. The Crisis 
Center provides crisis and preven-
tion services to victims by inspiring 
hope and empowering change.  
       The transition and moving into 
the MOC continues… unpacking of 
kitchen items and other ECW mate-
rials (historical data, minutes, etc.) 
will begin soon by the ECW mem-
bers. Please contact Ronnie or Tricia 
if you would like to volunteer for 
this special project.  
       Rummage Sale - donated items 
continue to fill Jones Hall, in fact, 
Al-Anon moved out of the room 
temporarily to give us more space 

Lord, you are our Why! 
This is our parish. The time is now. Pray 
for our Stewardship Campaign and ask 
God’s guidance in how you are to share in 
the vision. 

Reaching up… 
Reaching out… 
Growing Something 
Eternal! 

 for donations… wonderful news! 
Please donate your unwanted and 
gently used treasures no later than 
noon on Wednesday, Oct. 16. This 
will give us time to organize and 
price the items for the sale, which is 
Oct. 18 and 19, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Further details are contained in a 
separate article in Franciscan. 
       We missed those ladies who 
didn’t make the meeting last week 
and hopefully you will be able to 
attend next month’s meeting. If you 
need a ride and live on the North of 
the Lake; contact Becki Nichols at 
(281) 475-7703 or Anne Cain at (803) 
984-0699. If you live on the south 
side of the Lake; contact Ronnie 
Harper-Schwakhofer at (210) 885-
6886 or Brenda Klaftenegger at 
(210) 240-7031. If you live in New 
Braunfels; contact Susan Kelch at 
(915) 241-3150.  
       Remember ….. All women of 
St. Francis by the Lake are mem-
bers of Episcopal Church Women.  
       May you and the women in our 
church have continued blessings in 
the ministries you help empower! 
       Ronnie  

Class instruction focuses on pos-
ture, breathing, stretching, balance, 
form, and light exercise. 
Instructor: Jeanne Slupik 
When: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays from      
8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Where: Great Hall. Please wear 
comfortable clothing, and bring a 
yoga mat. 
Cost: Donations only, to benefit  
St. Francis by the Lake. 
Come join us! 

Practical 
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The Franciscan 
 

A monthly publication of 
 

St. Francis by the Lake 
 

Episcopal Church 
 

The Rev. David Chalk, Rector 
 

Editors 
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                      maurymeyer@gmail.com 
 

Janet Pollock: Asst., Layout & Design 
                                 francis@gvtc.com 
 

Linda Hillin: Asst., & Photographer 
                                hillins2@gvtc.com 
 

What’s happening 
 

Daughters of the King (DOK) 
will meet on Oct. 23 at 12:30 p.m. 
in the St. Francis Room after the 
11:30 a.m. Eucharist. 

 

Episcopal Church Women 
(ECW) will meet on Thursday, 
Oct. 10, at 11:30 a.m., in the 
Great Hall. (See article, p. 4.) 

 

Scripture Study Group is an in-
formal study that meets at 10:00 
a.m. on Wednesdays in the St. 
Francis Room, followed by 
Eucharist. 

 

Vestry meets the second Sunday of 
each month. The group will meet 
Oct. 13 at 12:15 p.m. in the St. 
Francis Room. 

 

Adult Sunday School meets most 
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the St. 
Francis Room. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on 
the fourth Monday of each month 
at 1:00 p.m. The group decides at 
their meeting where the next get-
together will take place. 

 

Al-Anon meets every Saturday at 
10:00 a.m. in Jones Hall. 

 

NA (Narcotics Anonymous) meets 
every Sunday at 7:00 p.m. in Jones 
Hall. 

 

Caregiver Support Group meets 
every third Monday (Oct. 21) of 
the month from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. in the St. Francis Room. 

 

COH/Circle of Care meets in the 
St. Francis Room every first 
Sunday of the month at 12:15 
p.m. 

 

St. Francis Book Club meets at 
6:30 p.m. every first Monday of 
the month in the St. Francis 
Room.  

 

Men’s Gathering meets every 
second Saturday (Oct. 12) of the 

October 
anniversaries 

Mark your calendars 
 

Oct. 4 - 6:30 p.m. - Blessing 
of the Animals (Service lasts 
about ½ hour; please arrive promptly 
at 6:30. All animals must be con-
tained or leashed.)  
 

Oct. 11 & 12 - The Fall Wom-
en’s Gathering (C4WM,) All 
Shall Be Well, at the Church of 
the Reconciliation in San An-
tonio. (See article on p. 2.) 
 

Oct. 18 & 19 - ECW Rummage 
Sale (located at Jones Hall.) 

October birthdays 

month at 9:30 a.m. in the St. 
Francis Room. 

 

Second Saturday Diocesan Mini 
Retreat meets each month on the 
2nd Saturday at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Bishop Jones Center on beautiful 
grounds. The retreat is for contem-
plative silence and fellowship. (If 
you would like to carpool, there 
are several woman from St. 
Francis that would be glad to have 
you join them. Please call the St. 
Francis office (830) 964-3820 for 
more information.) 

2019 
Upcoming 
events: 

 

Nov. 7-10: Cursillo Español week-
end #283 at Camp Capers. 
 

Nov. 7-10: Cursillo weekend #284 
at Camp Capers. 

Becky Weaver      10/2 
Ginger Rose      10/3 
Teresa St. John      10/3 
Jake Benham      10/5 
Stanley Reese      10/5 
Jackson Bosenbark    10/7 
Janis Allen       10/9 
Debbie Barnwell       10/11 
Becki Nichols        10/11 
George Glasby        10/18 
Bruce Smith        10/20 
Hollie Malone        10/21 
Richard Meinke       10/21 
Libby Templeton       10/22 
Frank Matthewson      10/24 
Alice Meinke        10/25 
Janet Pollock        10/25 
Micheline Ellas        10/29 

Tom and Cary Corbin   10/1 
Mike and Carlie Maciejewski 10/9 
Ben and Susanna Vessey     10/10 

Address Updates: 
(Cut and paste into your Directory) 
 

Linda Hillin 
Lindahillin@gmail.com 
 

Chitt and Mary K. Chittenden 
Home (830) 837-5362 
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of Dedication in the Great Hall. 
The service was followed by re-
freshments and fellowship in the St. 
Francis room. 
       A second celebration was held 
at 4:30 p.m. with the Grand Open-
ing and Ribbon-Cutting. We began 
in the Great Hall with an introduc-
tion and brief history by Fr. David. 
He praised Bette Wehner for her 
practical advice and encouragement 
that we should get going! It was a 
great pleasure having Betty and 
Dutch (Sterling) with us, and thanks 
to Fr. Paul Wehner for bringing 
them. Fr. David thanked everyone 
who helped throughout the build-
ing, finishing, and moving process: 
with so many dedicated and hard-
working people involved, it would 
have been a very long ceremony to 
recognize each person. 
       Next, I thanked our builder, 
Bob Wunderlich of Wunderlich 
Builders, and our Supervisor Ryan 
Dunbar, in person, and John Zim-
merman, our architect, who could 
not be there. The Building Commit-
tee chose Wunderlich Builders be-
cause of Bob’s commitment to stay-
ing close to our $1M budget and 
excellent reputation for the quality 
of his work, and he exceeded our 
expectations. Ryan was on-site con-
stantly, providing detailed supervi-
sion that ensured the quality and 
pleasing aesthetics of the building; 

St. Francis by the Lake reached a 
long-awaited and happy milestone 
on Saturday, Sep. 28, as we celebrat-
ed with the Consecration and Dedi-
cation Service and Grand Opening 
and Ribbon-cutting Ceremony for 
our new Ministry and Outreach 
Center (MOC.) While the ground-
breaking and the start of construc-
tion occurred last November, plan-
ning for this replacement (and 
more) of our nearly 100-year old 
parish hall began in 2012 with     
visioning sessions at Tye Preston 
Library, with Roxanna Deane, Li-
brary Director, as facilitator. 
       Celebrating began at 10:30 a.m. 
with Consecration of the MOC led 
by Bishop David Reed, assisted by 
Fr. David Chalk, Fr. Gordon 
Scheible, and Fr. Chuck Woehler, 
and a full line-up of acolytes. Ap-
proximately 45 parishioners were 
present as we moved from room to 
room, blessing each with specific 
prayers, and ending with the Litany 

Upcoming 2019 Fall Diocesan Retreats 
From Weekly ENEWS from The Episcopal Diocese of West Texas 

(L to R): Dusty Hoecker, Patricia Perea, Mo 
and Harold Simmons, Carol Glasby, and 
Cristela were ready to prepare a meal for the 
asylum seekers in Brownsville. Thank you 
for all those participating in this ministry. 

Blessing and  
Grand Opening 
Ceremony for 
Ministry and 
Outreach Center 
By Maury Meyer, Building Com-
mittee Chair 

he provided patient, expert, and 
experienced advice to me, the 
Building Committee, and other pa-
rishioners on decisions about appli-
ances and many other issues. Ryan’s 
help went well beyond the contract 
requirements. John Zimmerman 
was recognized for his talent in tak-
ing the Committee’s initial plans 
and making them better, and with 
his design of the masonry funded 
by an anonymous donor, he proved 
a steel prefabricated building could 
be as beautiful as much as it is        
           

              (Continued on page 8)      
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make donations to support the mis-
sion. We are very grateful for all of 
the St. Francis Givers that have given 
us cash donations, gift cards and 
much needed items like toiletries, 
diapers, toys, children books, and 
bibles to comfort all those families 
in need. 
       We are also excited to share the 
news that St. John’s in New Braun-
fels has decided to join forces with 
St. Francis and provide us with 
funds to help support our efforts. 
As you know, not everybody is in 
the position to drive five hours to 
get to Brownsville and work three 
days non-stop, but are willing to be 
SENDERS and help us prepare for 
the journey. Cooking 1200 meals in 
two days is no picnic and we were 
very grateful for our Senders that 
helped us prep and cook as much as 
we could before we left on the trip.  
       Lastly, we had our faithful GO-
ERS that worked relentlessly as we 
prepared, cooked, transported, and 
served the meals to our brothers and 
sisters living in Matamoros. 
       Imagine people lining up in a 
very orderly manner waiting for their 
turn to get a plate. They have their 
own system, children first, then single 
moms with babies, dads with little 
kids, and then adult males. There is no 

pushing and grabbing. It is a quite 
civilized system. One thing is for 
sure: there is an incredible sense of 
gratitude coming from the asylum 
seeking families. I personally feel very 
grateful for being part of this evolving 
St. Francis Migration Ministry that is 
trying to address a worldwide human-
itarian crisis in a place that is not only 
in our Diocese, but also very close to 
the hearts of many of us. I think that 
this migration ministry is a testament 
to how we can welcome the stranger and 
show compassion to those in need as 
we try to lift up communities. Provid-
ing care and love to those who find 

themselves refugees in this world is 
simply doing the work of God. 
       If you are interested in becoming a St. 
Francis Migration Ministry PRAY-ER, 

Community of …  (Cont’d from page 1) 
 

To donate, please go to 
www.cohinternational.org and 
click on “Donate Now” or mail a 
check to COHI c/o Maria Wellisch, 
Treasurer, 13706 Bluff Villas Court, 
San Antonio, TX 78216. In keeping 
with the “25” year theme, Sep. 25 
through Oct. 25 are the key dates 
for gifting; however, donations are 
welcome at any time. 
       St. Francis by the Lake became 
a COHI licensed training center in 
2014 and held training courses in 
2015 and 2017. Currently, we have 18 
active COHI lay chaplains. Another 
training course is being planned for 
2020. Please contact Tricia Jones, 
(512) 497-2297, or Julie Chalk, (830) 
719-2425, for more information 
about the training or pastoral visits. 

The St. Francis Migration Team just 
returned from our third trip to the 
Brownsville/Matamoros border. We 
had a team of five going this time 
including Mo and Harold Simmons, 
Carol Glasby, Dusty Hoecker, and 
Patricia Perea. We spent three days 
preparing and serving meals to feed 
approximately 600 individuals living 
on the streets next to the Gateway 
International Bridge in Matamoros 
waiting for the U.S. authorities to 
hear their cases as they seek asylum. 
       As these families wait for their 
turn to be interviewed via Skype by 
a judge on the U.S. side, they spend 
their days waiting around on the 
bridge and trying to get some rest at 
night in tents that Team Browns-
ville has provided to them. It is in-
spiring to work side by side with 
Team Brownsville and see their pas-
sion and commitment in providing 
support and comfort to asylum 
seekers on both sides of the border.  
       We enjoyed partnering on this 
trip with St. Peter & St. Paul Epis-
copal Church in Mission, Texas. 
They helped us cook the meat and 
rolled 631 tacos for one of the 
meals that we served to the asylum 
seeking families. For the next night, 
we cooked 60 pounds of pasta, 15 
pound of veggies, and cubed four 
whole hams for our delicious pasta 
salad. So you might wonder how all 
of is this possible. I would say that 
it takes four to tango. Well, first of all 
you need to have all of your PRAY-
ERS lined up. That seems like the 
first logical (and only) place to 
start… pray, pray and then some.  
       Then you need to have your 
generous GIVERS be willing to 

St. Francis 
migration team - 
feeding 600 asylum 
seekers in Matamoros 
– daunting but doable! 
By Patricia Perea 

GIVER, SENDER OR GOER, 
please contact Patricia Perea at 210-241-
9258 or pereasearch@gmail.com. 
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   St. Francis by the Lake 
   P.O. Box 2031 
   Canyon Lake, TX 78133 
   (830)-964-3820 
   francis@gvtc.com 
   www.saintfrancisbythelake.org 

Our Mission 
Statement 

 

As Children of God we, at St. Francis 
by the Lake, are committed to living, 
learning, and sharing the love of Christ, 
the Word of God, and the power of the 
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our 
communities, and the world. 

 Consecration …    (Cont’d from page 6) 
 

affordable and practical. I presented 
gifts for all three: personal gifts of 
wooden crosses and thank-you 
cards, and a F.E.A.S.T. cookbook 
from the parish, with an inscription 
by Fr. David. I also thanked the 
Building Committee individually: 
Linda Bosenbark, Russell Cowan 
who replaced Bernie Frey, Marcel 
Klaftenegger, Jeanne Slupik, Brenda 
Smith, and Don Stackhouse, with a 
special thanks to Tom Meyer. Tom 
was my rock throughout and con-
stantly on call for so many things.  
       This was followed by a brief 
Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony at the 
main door. Approximately 100 pa-
rishioners attended the ceremonies, 
along with invitees from the Can-
yon Lake community: County Com-
missioner, Precinct 1, Donna      
Eccleston; Kim Collora, Executive 
Director, Canyon Lake Chamber of 
Commerce; Roxanna Deane, Direc-
tor, Tye Preston Memorial Library; 
and Maureen Schein, Resource Pro-
gram Director, Canyon Lake Re-
source and Recreation Center.    
Finally, everyone was invited back 
to the Great Hall for fellowship and 
a feast of hot dogs with condiments, 
drinks, and a bounty of sides and 
desserts prepared by St. Francis   
parishioners.  
       There were many committees 
involved in pulling off these events 
within a quick time frame, with in-
volvement by too many people to 
name. Heart-felt thank-you’s go to 
the Communications Team,      
Bishop’s Reception Team, Program 
Team, Decorating Team, Interior 
Design Team, ECW Kitchen Team, 
Food Team, Clean-up Team, and all 
the volunteers who helped get the 
buildings and grounds in shape be-
fore the events. 

       A final thank-you is owed to  
Fr. David who led us all through 
this incredible spiritually and con-
cretely building journey. Thank you 
for choosing me to be Building 
Chair and supporting us in the effort 

(L to R): Bob Wunderlich, President of Wunderlich Builders; Ryan Dunbar, 
Wunderlich Site Supervisor; Maury Meyer, Building Chair; and Fr. David welcomed 
and thanked Bob and Ryan at St. Francis’s grand opening of our new Ministry and 
Outreach Center on Saturday, Sep. 28. Thank you for all the work you put in to our 
new building, creating a place that St. Francis envisioned many years ago. 

since early in 2015. This work has 
been a blessing to me. 

 


