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Many thanks go to all those who helped with St. Francis’ annual rummage sale that took 
place on Oct. 7 and 8. (L to R): Tamaru Huneau, holding a water gun; Jeanne Slupik; Ronnie 
Schwakhofer, holding another water gun;  Chuck Schwakhofer, and Ken Leadford, holding a 
sale poster; and in the background, Lynda Leadford is already checking out the sale items. 

 
 
 
 
 

DOK 
A Rule of Life 

A Rule of Prayer 
Join Us 

Sale.” Many of these goodies can be 
frozen for Christmas dinner as well. 
       Look for signup sheets in the 
Narthex, and at the ECW meeting 
on Nov. 10. Let’s infuse our “Bake 
Sale” with energy and creativity to 
make our sale more fun. Think 
about baking some turkey-shaped 
cookies that will help get families in 
the holiday spirit, pies & casseroles, 
and other foods that can be frozen, 
cakes, jellies, and items from our St. 
Francis Cookbook. If you choose 
an item from the cookbook, please 
put the name of the item and the 
page number from the cookbook. 
       Let’s also be a little decorative, 
if you are able. Use bows, ribbons, 
and stickers to make your item fun 
and exciting. 

 

 

Canyon Lake 
community 
blood drive 

 

Saturday, Nov. 5 
 

8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

Locations are Lowe’s in 
Startzville, and 

Ace Hardware in Sattler.  

Bake Sale - Nov. 20 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

Thanksgiving is right around the 
corner; in fact it is Nov. 24. If you 
are thinking about all the work you 
will be doing for this occasion, 
please stop. How about having that 
homemade flavor simplified for 
you? On Nov. 24, the ECW will 
have a Thanksgiving themed “Bake 



November 2016 The Franciscan Page 2 

Upcoming events: 
 

Nov. 3-6, 2016: Cursillo weekend 
#274 at Camp Capers. Rectora is 
Sheri Digby, St. Helena’s Boerne; 
and Spiritual Director is the Rev. 

Milton Black, 
Good Shep-
herd, Corpus 
Christi. 

Rev. 1.20: This is 
the meaning of the 
mystery of the seven 
stars you saw in my 
right hand and the 
seven gold 
lampstands: The 

seven stars are the angels, the messengers of 
the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands are the seven churches. 
 

Dear friends, 
 

As I drive up to St Francis every 
day these days, I am greeted with a 
mysterious sight: seven golden 
chairs. I contemplate their meaning 
and pray about them. First for the 
dear woman who donated them—
along with the rest of that amazing 
set of furniture. Then for the heroic 
efforts of the four men who, truly, 
manhandled them into trucks, onto 
trailers, and then gently placed them 
at the rummage sale site. Then, I 
pray for the various folks who pur-
chased the other furniture. Finally, I 
pray for St. Francis by the Lake, 
which I have been thinking of lately 
as “the Church of the Seven Gold-
en Chairs.” 
 

“…seven is an important 
biblical number and usually 

indicates completion, or 
wholeness.” 

 
       Seven stars, 7 lamps, 7 angels, 
7 churches, 7 bowls, 7 seals, (there 
are 50+ references to seven just in 
the last book of the bible,) and then 
there are 7 days, 7 times 70: seven is 
an important biblical number and 
usually indicates completion, or whole-
ness. 
       So when I see the seven golden 
chairs in front of our parish property, 
it’s an occasion for me to remember 
everyone being seated at the Great 
Banquet Supper of the Lamb. That 
is our end, our destiny, the fulfill-
ment of all our earthly labors, and 

the never-ending joy that we begin 
to enjoy here, now, all the time we 
gather to break Bread and pour the 
Cup, pass the Peace, share the fel-
lowship, and enter into the reconcil-
ing love of God. 
 

“So when I see the seven 
golden chairs in front of our 

parish property, it’s an 
occasion for me to 

remember everyone being 
seated at the Great Banquet 

Supper of the Lamb.” 
 
       And that reconciling love is 
important. I was recently reminded 
that Peter, James, and John probably 
had to pay their taxes to the publi-
can, Matthew (Levi.) I imagine their 
relationship was tense at best. And 
yet Jesus picked them all (even    
Judas) to be among His closest con-
fidants. And they spent a LOT of 
time together. Talk about an experi-
ence of life in a crucible!!! What a 
blessed example of how the recon-
ciling love of God works among us! 

       So don’t absent yourself from 
worship, or fellowship, or ministry 
opportunities, or anything else that 
you may not enjoy, or appreciate, or 
feel good about. Those are the very 
opportunities that Jesus provides 
for us to experience discipleship and 
the Kingdom. 
       Faithfully, 
       Fr. David 

St. Francis held Taizé service on Oct. 3 at 6:00 p.m. The service was followed by a meal in 
the parish hall. Those who were able to attend stated that they are looking forward to an-
other Taizé service. 
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Treasurer’s 
report 
By Micheline Ellas 
Email: 
treasure@gvtc.com 

Financial activities through the first 
nine months of 2016 continue to 
show mixed results in the manage-
ment of expected revenues and ex-
penditures. As previously reported 
in the January Franciscan, the Ves-
try approved a 2016 budget which 
reflected needs in excess of ex-
pected revenues of $47,085. The 
September 2016 month-end actual 
revenues for the General Fund fell 
short of the budgeted projection by 
$1,345 and was 5% less than in the 
same period in 2015. Year-to-Date 
revenues in the General Fund of 
$172,241 fell short of the budgeted 
projection by $8,646 and were 11% 
less than in the same period in 2015. 
The September 2016 month-end 
expenditures for the General Fund 
of $20,641 were less than the budg-
eted projection by $2,908 and were 
10% lower than in the same period 
in 2015. Year-to-Date expenditures 
for the General Fund of $206,880 
were less than the budgeted projec-
tion by $11,158 and were 3% lower 
than in the same period in 2015. 
       Activities to help increase reve-
nues continue. As previously report-
ed, cash assets supporting the St. 
Francis and the Honduras Ministry 
are now invested with two financial 
institutions, Capital One and Ever-
Bank, where the interest rate envi-
ronment is much more favorable to 
the Church. Interest income from 
the EverBank relationship is used to 
support the Honduras Ministry. A 
program of laddering of certificates 
of deposit is now in place which is 
designed to bring more income to 
the Honduras Ministry. Interest in-
come from the Capital One relation-

 

Golden 
chairs, 
spiral stairs, 
& … 

By Betty Morris, ECW President 

chairs, we’ll be way over the top! 
Just think how queenly or kingly 
you’d feel with one of those on your 
porch. 
       We weren’t completely exhaust-
ed, so we then traveled to the   
Schulenburg area to see the lovely 
painted churches. We learned about 
the colors blue and pink for boys 
and girls and saw some saints clothed 
in bright, metallic colors. A sugges-
tion on your next trip to Houston is 
to try Ina’s Kitchen as your lunch 
stop. Great food and smiling service! 
To top that off, our hostess, Brenda 
Klaftenegger provided a delicious 
birthday cake for the October birth-
days. Janis Allen and Becki Nichols 
were there to celebrate. 
       Now it’s time to contemplate 
how much we have been blessed 
and to offer thanks for a successful 
beginning for the Episcopal Church 
Women in the fall of 2016. On 
Thursday, Nov. 10, Lynn Zimmer-
man, our chaplain, will lead us in a 
time of contemplation to fully ap-
preciate our blessings with The Pos-
ture and Prayer of a Grateful Heart. 
 

       Change of Venue 
       The meeting will be at Tricia 
Jones’ home with Maury Meyer 
and Janis Allen as hostesses. We 
hope women who are members of 
St. Francis, as well as visitors and 
guests, will join us at 10:30 a.m. 
Bring your sack lunch for a time of 
breaking bread and sharing after the 
meeting. 
       Now we’re looking for cooks 
and bakers. The ECW Bake Sale will 
be held on Sunday, Nov. 20, which 
will give us an opportunity to have 
some home-made goodies ready for 
the holidays… (See article on p. 1.)  
       Many blessings, 
       Betty Morris, 
       President 

Once again, Ronnie Schwakhofer 
and her team of movers, arrangers, 
pricers, sellers, and cashiers have 
done an outstanding job of making 
the Twice-Blessed Sale an over-the-
top success. At last report, nearly 
$5,000 was raised for various minis-
tries and ministry support - and, if 
someone buys the remaining golden 

ship is credited monthly to the 
Church’s new building project fund.  
Cash assets at Prosperity Bank and 
Security State continue to be man-
aged much more tightly as targeted 
balances are in place and requests 
for checks will be processed by 
close of business only on Tuesdays 
and Fridays of each week. This pro-
cess allows for excess funds to be 
invested for longer periods of time 
before being used to fund the vari-
ous operating needs of St. Francis 
and its ministries. 
       We continue to seek opportuni-
ties to reduce expenses. Any parish-
ioner who has a cost savings idea is 
encouraged to contact the St. Francis 
Treasurer at 
www.treasurer@gvtc.com. 
 

Our available Funds as of Septem-
ber 30, 2016: 
St. Francis Available Cash (All 
Funds)       $188,546 
General Operating:          $    42,148 
Debt Retirement:             $       1,948 
Building (New Bldg.):       $     37,766 
 

Our Debts as of September 30, 
2016: 
Crump Note:                   $     50,000 
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Needs for 
CRRC 

food pantry 
 

Our local food pantry continues to 
be in need of the following items: 

 

laundry detergent, 
 

shampoo, 
 

conditioner, 
 

shower gels, 
 

dish soap, 
 

hand soap, and 
 

baby diapers - sizes 2, 3, 4, and 5, 
and adult sizes, (both disposable 

and cloth diapers.) 
 

All contributions are appreciated. 

Lord, what do you want to do 
through me? 
This is our parish. The time is now. Pray 
for our Capital Campaign and our Stew-
ardship Campaign and ask God’s guid-
ance in how you are to join in the vision. 

Reaching up… 
Reaching out 

After the Capital Campaign dinner at Linda and Jay Hillin’s home on Oct. 16, Hollis Fitch 
drove his cart down the hill to the guests’ cars. (Others pictured on this ride, front to back): 
Candace Fitch, Jeanne Slupik, Valerie Kirk, and Tommie Woollven. Thank you Hollis! 
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The Franciscan 
 

A monthly publication of 
 

St. Francis by the Lake 
 

Episcopal Church 
 

The Rev. David Chalk, Rector 
 

Editors 
 

Maury Meyer: Editor in Chief 
                       maurymeyer@gmail.com 
Janet Pollock: Asst., Layout & Design 
                                  francis@gvtc.com 
Linda Hillin: Asst., & Photographer 
                                 hillins2@gvtc.com 

What’s happening 
 

Daughters of the King (DOK) is 
on the 4th Wednesday of every 
month (Nov. 23) at 12:30 p.m. 
Come early and begin with the 
Eucharist. Remember to bring 
your sack lunch. 

 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 
meet every 2nd Thursday of the 
month (Nov. 10.) This month the 
group will meet at 10:30 a.m. at 
Tricia Jones’ home. (See article, 
p. 3.) 

 

Scripture Study Group is an in-
formal study that meets at 10:00 
a.m. on Wednesdays in the parish 
hall, followed by Eucharist. 

 

Vestry - meets the 2nd Sunday 
(Nov. 13) at 12:30 p.m. in the 
parish hall. 

 

Adult Sunday School meets most 
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the parish 
hall. 

 

Youth Sunday School meets 
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the youth 
room (last room in the portables.) 
Topics are related to the Gospel 
reading and how they relate to us. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at 
10:00 a.m. on the third Saturday 
of each month (Nov. 19.) Check 
the Good News for the location. 

 

Evening Study Class meets at 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesdays in the parish 
hall. 

 

Scrapbook and Craft Night meets 
Friday, Nov. 25, at Linda Hillin’s 
home at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Al-Anon meets every Saturday at 
10:00 a.m. in Jones Hall. 

 

Circle of Care meet on Nov. 6 at 
12:15 p.m. with a potluck lunch in 
the parish hall. Check the Good 
News for schedule updates.  

November 
birthdays 
Dennis Callahan     11/1 
Ken Leadford      11/2 
Nick Benham      11/4 
Jo Laney        11/4 
Glenn Rodgers      11/4 
Fr. David Chalk       11/14 
Melissa Mitchell       11/15 
Judy Frey         11/20 
Bubba Horner        11/22 
Ronnie Harper-Schwakhofer  11/23 
Diane LaCombe       11/23 
Hollis Fitch         11/25 
Chris Mitchell        11/25 
Natalie White        11/26 
Bob Slupik         11/27 
George Black        11/28 
Logan Black        11/28 
Beverley Matthewson      11/28 
Caleb Woollven       11/28 
Carol Glasby        11/30 

Mark your calendars 
 

Nov. 5 - 8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. - 
Canyon Lake Community 
Churches Blood Drive 
 

Nov. 6 - at both services - 
UTO Fall Ingathering 
 

Nov. 23 - 6:00 p.m. - Thanks-
giving Potluck Supper in the 
parish hall. 

Jack and Bobbi Wilson   11/9 
Tom and Maury Meyer     11/20 
Bruno and ValRae Torres    11/25 

November 
anniversaries 

After the Celebration Service and brunch on 
Sunday, Oct. 23, Fr. David helped Isabella 
Villarreal, Bella Huneau, and Andy Scheible 
plant an olive tree.  

Isabella, Bella, and Andy stand next to St. 
Francis’ new olive tree.  
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Remember: 
 

The All Together 
Now service is 
on the fourth 

Sunday of every 
month for the 
remainder of 

2016. 

(L to R): Linda Hillin, Tommie Woollven, Betty Morris, Valerie Kirk, and Libby 
Templeton attended the Women’s Fall Gathering Oct.  14 –16. 

Blue Box Sunday 
By Mary K. Chittenden, UTO 
Chairman 

The Fall Ingathering for the United 
Thank Offering (UTO) is Nov. 6 
this year. The UTO is a ministry of 
the Episcopal Church that provides 
grants for ministries at home and 
overseas as an outreach of the Epis-
copal Church. 
       Bring your offering to church 
on Nov. 6. Your offering will be 
forwarded to the Diocesan Coordi-
nator, where it is recorded and then 
forwarded to the national UTO of-
fice in New York. From there, it is 
used for projects that make a differ-
ence in people’s lives. 

After the Celebration Service, a fabulous brunch took place in the parish hall 
on Sunday, Oct. 23. 
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The ECW (Episcopal Church Women) 
took a tour to see the painted churches. 

(L to R): Azile Davenport, Linda Bosenbark, Maury Meyer, Nancy   
Summers, and Gloria Wildberger. 

(L to R): Tommie Woollven, Ruth Dudley, 
and Linda Hillin. 
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   St. Francis by the Lake 
   P.O. Box 2031 
   Canyon Lake, TX 78133 
   (830)-964-3820 
   francis@gvtc.com 
   www.saintfrancisbythelake.org 

Our Mission 
Statement 

 

As Children of God we, at St. Francis 
by the Lake, are committed to living, 
learning, and sharing the love of Christ, 
the Word of God, and the power of the 
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our 
communities, and the world. 

 

 

 

 

Blue Box 
Sunday is 
Nov. 6. 
 

Remember to 
bring your Blue 
Box. 

In loving memory 
Trebor Burt Morris, Jr. 

November 5, 1931 - October 4, 2016 
 

Thanksgiving 
Potluck Supper 

Wednesday, Nov. 23 
 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Turkey will be provided! 
Bring your favorite side dish. 

Come join us. 

Daylight Savings 
time ends Sunday, 

Nov. 6 
 

Don’t forget to set your clock back!  

(L to R): Jay Hillin, Fr. David, Maury Meyer, Jeanne Slupik, Brad Mount, Bren-
da Klaftenegger, Brenda Smith, Linda Bosenbark, and Tricia Jones (all vestry 
members except Tricia) held up their cards to show where St. Francis stood 
with totals for our Capital Campaign. This took place during our Celebration 
Sunday service on Oct. 23. 


