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Once again we will participate with 
others all over the Diocese in Shar-
ing Faith dinners. If you are in a 
FEAST group, your May gathering 
will use the Sharing Faith cards to 
elicit responses to the questions 
about your faith on the cards sent 
from the Diocese. If you are not in 
a group and would like to partici-
pate or if you have questions, please 
contact Betty Morris, bmor-
ris@gvtc.com. Please sign up on 
the list in the Narthex. 
       If you would like to see what 
types of questions are used, boxes 
of cards with questions from previ-
ous years are available in the office. 
(This year’s questions are also avail-
able at “google play:” search “dwtx 
faith” for the app.) The Vestry has 
led by example and demonstrated 
how this works during the services 
on Apr. 26. 
       We have found that the dinners 
have been a source of spiritual 
growth for each of us and are also a 
way to learn more about others at 
St. Francis. We hope all members 
will be a part of the Sharing Faith 
dinners this May. 

Sharing FaithSharing FaithSharing FaithSharing Faith    
dinnersdinnersdinnersdinners    
By Betty Morris 

The Backpack coordinator for the 
First Baptist Church notified me that 
due to our extremely gracious sup-
port of the program throughout the 
school year that she is well stocked 
for the rest of the year and will not 
require any additional donations. 
       What great news!!!! To my 
knowledge this may be a first when 
we are told “you have done more 
than enough with this ministry.” 
       To the many who continued to 
support this program a HUGE 
THANK YOU for your efforts. We 
will pick this up again in August in 
preparation for the start of the next 
school year. 

(Standing, L to R):  Tommie Woollven, Velda Vukoder, Carol Glasby, and Linda Hillin, and 
(sitting, L to R): Keren Necaise, Valerie Kirk, and Lynda Leadford went to the Women’s 
Spring Gathering held Apr. 17-19. 

BackpackBackpackBackpackBackpack    
programprogramprogramprogram    
updateupdateupdateupdate    

By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chair  

UTO UTO UTO UTO ----    SpringSpringSpringSpring    
    

IngatheringIngatheringIngatheringIngathering    
    

isisisis    
    

May 17.May 17.May 17.May 17.    
 

Don’t forget your blue boxes or 
envelopes. Contact Mary K. Chit-
tenden if you have questions. 
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Dear friends, 
 

The Season of 
Easter is a won-
derful opportunity 
to explore the love 
of God for the 

world. Any contemplation of a thing 
often conjures up its opposite, so 
it’s important to remember that the 
opposite of love is fear. And while 
there is but one, perfect love that 
God has for the world, humans ex-
perience two kinds of love in this 
world: love of God and love of the 
fallen world and the things in it. It’s 
critical to remember that Jesus said, 
“you cannot love two masters…” (cf. 
Matthew 6.24; Luke 16.13.) 
 

“…while there is but one, 

perfect love that God has 

for the world, humans 

experience two kinds of love 

in this world: love of God 

and love of the fallen world 

and the things in it.” 
 
       Similarly, there are two fears of 
God, one Godly and one worldly. 
The first, which is holy, is the awe-
some awareness of God’s love and 
truth which should lead us to love 
and reverence Him, then want to 
worship Him with all our heart, and 
worship Him Who is the very 
source of our being and the cause of 
joy. (This is the first love mentioned 
above.) This is a true and healthy 
reverence and leads us, through wis-
dom, to a lively faith. 
       The other fear of God, which is 
unholy and distorted, is what Adam 
and Eve experienced in Eden. In 
that sick fear, they imagined that 
they lacked something from God, 
and they fell into a perverted aware-
ness of themselves. This unhealthy 
self-awareness led to their attempts 
to hide from God and cover their 
shame. They feared being exposed, 

refused to acknowledge their guilt, 
and sought to blame someone else. 
This is unhealthy, unholy fear. 
 

“The Holy Spirit reminds us 

of who God made us to be 

and how, in love, we are to 

live.” 
 
       If, in the innocence of our 
hearts, we gratefully accept the gift 
of life and love God above all else, 
we will fear nothing –except our 
own selfish thoughts and actions. 
These selfish and prideful thoughts 
alienate us from one another and 
estrange us from God. 
       Soon we will celebrate the Gift 
of the Holy Spirit, Who reminds us 
of all that Jesus said and did, and 
Who convicts us of the Truth. The 
Holy Spirit reminds us of who God 
made us to be and how, in love, we 
are to live. Let us choose to love 
God and reverence Him in good 
and Godly ways, so we may lovingly 
live in charity with others and with 
Him eternally. 
       pax et bonum, 
       Fr. David 

Director is the Rev. John Fritts, St. 
Andrew’s, Del Rio. 
 

* National Episcopal Cursillo 
Ministry Conference, Oct. 15-18, 
at St. Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle, 
Washington; Keynote speaker: Scott 
Gunn, Executive  Director of For-
ward Movement; learn more and 
register here. 
 

Nov. 5-8: Cursillo weekend #270 
at Camp Capers, Rector: Steve  
Alwais; Spiritual Director: The Rev. 
Lisa Mason, St. David’s, San Antonio. 

Upcoming events:Upcoming events:Upcoming events:Upcoming events:    
May 7-10: Spanish Cursillo week-
end #268, at Mustang Island Con-
ference Center; Rector: Karen Mor-
ris, St. Stephen’s, Wimberley; Spir-
itual Directors are the Revs. Paul 
Frey (Christ Church, Laredo) and 
Will Wauters. 
 

Oct. 1-4: Cursillo weekend #269, 
at Mustang Island Conference Cen-
ter; Rector: Heather Marks; Spiritual 

CRRC benefitsCRRC benefitsCRRC benefitsCRRC benefits    
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chair 

The Community Resource and Rec-
reation Center (CRRC) of Canyon 
Lake will benefit from your dona-
tions through BIG GIVE SA. 
       The BIG GIVE SA is a 24 hour 
day of giving that will take place 
from 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. on 
May 5th, 2014. Comal County is 
included in this event. The purpose 
of this community-wide giving chal-
lenge is to increase public awareness 
of the impact local nonprofits make 
in addressing our community’s so-
cial challenges, bring nonprofits and 
donors together, expand the idea of 
online giving, connect people to the 
causes that move them the most 
and, of course, make giving FUN. 
       By turning giving into a shared 
experience, we can significantly im-
pact the Canyon Lake area. The BIG 
GIVE SA is a part of the national day 
of giving called Give Local America. 
Communities across the country are 
coming together on May 5. 
       When you log on to 
www.biggivesa.org and designate 
CRRC as your charity of choice, all 
money donated will be matched 
dollar for dollar by the McKenna 
Foundation which has provided a 
           

             (Continued on page 7)  
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Treasurer’sTreasurer’sTreasurer’sTreasurer’s    
reportreportreportreport    
By Lynda Leadford 
Email: 
treasure@gvtc.com 

Month of March 2015 
 

St. Francis continues to do well fi-
nancially. Our income over expens-
es for the month of March was 
$7,816.48. This was $5,589.48 over 
budget. Through the first quarter, 
we are $17,073.72 ahead of budget. 
       Quarterly statements went out 
during the middle of April. Most 
were sent by email and others by 
regular mail. I have answered a few 
questions, so I know they are arriv-
ing. Please look over your statement. 
It is easier to correct them as we go 
than to wait until the end of the year. 
Call me or email me, if you have not 
received your statement or need to 
change to email or mail reception. 
       If you have any empty ink car-
tridges, such as HP, Lexmark, or 
Office Depot, please bring them to 
the office, as we can get a discount 
from Office Depot. There may be 
other brands but we cannot accept 
Epson cartridges. 
 

     Our Debts: 
 

     Crump Note - $60,000.00 
     Rectory Note - $23,056.19 

Stacey Minor, Executive Director of 
Family Promise, attended the ECW 
meeting on Thursday, Apr. 9. She talked 
about the Family Promise programs. 

On April 9, 2015, the ECW met at 
the beautiful home of Valeska 
McHugh at 1:00 p.m. for the nomi-
nation of new officers for 2015-
2016. Our wonderful hostesses for 

the day were Brenda Klaftenegger, 
Becki Nichols, and Debbi Barnwell, 
who brought birthday cake and 
punch to celebrate birthdays that 
had taken place in February, March, 
and April. 
       Our program speaker was Stacey 
Minor, the Executive Director of 
Family Promise, in New Braunfels. 
She gave us an overview of their 
programs and how they help people 
who are homeless get back on their 
feet and become vital in the com-
munity again. We all enjoyed listen-
ing to her very much and learned so 
much…thank you Stacey. 
       Since we had not met as a group 
since January, we had a wonderful 
time talking about the Valentine 
fundraiser, Have a Heart for a Child. 
After expenses were taken out of 
the total income, we made $7,922.65. 
The proceeds from this one event 
will go to Communities in School 
(75%) and Good Samaritan Center
(25%). We all feel so blessed we can 
make such a difference in the lives 
of children through this fundraiser. 
       Also in March, the DOK put 
on a powerful Quiet Day intended 
for all Episcopal Church Women. 
This year it was truly quiet and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit was so 
evident. We all enjoyed this oppor-
tunity to draw closer to one another 
and to God and we thank the 
Daughters of the King for giving us 
the opportunity to do so. 
       The people who were nominated 
for officers this next year in ECW 
are as follows: President - to be   
decided; Vice- President - Lyn Bou-
dreaux; Secretary - to be decided; 
Treasurer - Lynda Leadford; Corre-
sponding Secretary - Tricia Jones; 
and Devotional chaplain - Ronnie 
Schwakhofer. 
       We will install our new officers 
May 14, 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at 
the gorgeous home of Beverley 
Matthewson. This will be a potluck 

salad fiesta. 
       We all stood and said the Lord’s 
Prayer and the meeting was ad-
journed to celebrate our birthday 
girls.  
       Joyfully with God’s gracious 
peace, 
       Candace Fitch 

EpiscopalEpiscopalEpiscopalEpiscopal    
ChurchChurchChurchChurch    
WomenWomenWomenWomen    
updateupdateupdateupdate    

By Candace Fitch, ECW President 

Family PromiseFamily PromiseFamily PromiseFamily Promise    
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chair 

Family Promise is a nonprofit organi-
zation committed to helping low 
income families achieve lasting in-
dependence. St. Andrew Lutheran 
Church hosts guests from Family 
Promise in New Braunfels for a week 
once each quarter. St. Francis takes 
the responsibility for one evening by 
providing and serving the evening 
meal, and helping with homework 
as necessary in addition to family 
support and conversation. 
       Our next day to provide sup-
port is Monday, May 4. Linda        
           

             (Continued on page 4)  
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Needs for Needs for Needs for Needs for 
CRRCCRRCCRRCCRRC    

food pantryfood pantryfood pantryfood pantry    
 

Our local food pantry continues to 
be in need of the following items: 

 

feminine hygiene products, 
 

summer children’s food, 
 

evaporated milk, 
 

bar soap, 
 

Shampoo, 
 

dish soap, and 
 

hand soap. 
 

All contributions are appreciated. 

#Called2Serve#Called2Serve#Called2Serve#Called2Serve    
From the DWTX Blog 

The All Together Now Palm Sunday service began in the Memorial Garden at 9:30 a.m. on 
Mar. 29. Every fifth Sunday, St. Francis combines the 8:00 a.m. and the 10:30 a.m. services. 

This year our Diocesan theme is 
“Called to Serve,” and we invite you 
to feel Called to Share, as well. Using 
the hashtag #Called2Serve, we in-
vite everyone across the diocese to 
share the ways they are responding 
to the call to serve others in their 
community via social media. 
       #Called2Serve is the official 
hashtag for Diocesan Council, and it 
is already established on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram, exemplify-
ing ways we reach beyond ourselves 
and serve others. 
       We invite you to follow the  
Diocese of West Texas on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram, and to partic-
ipate in our social sharing campaign. 
In each social media outlet, you can 
search for “#Called2Serve” and see 
the posts from our diocesan family. 
We hope they spread the Good News, 
affirm that love heals, and inspire 
others to serve their neighbors. 
       The Diocesan Social Media for 
Facebook is http://
www.facebook.com/
DioceseWestTX; for Twitter it is 
@DioceseWestTX; and for Insta-
gram it is @DioceseWestTX 
       We look forward to seeing your 
pictures and reading your thoughts 
at Diocesan Council and throughout 
the year, as we answer the call     
together. 

Family Promise      (Cont’d from page 3) 
 

Bosenbark is the meal coordinator 
and is asking for volunteers to pro-
vide salad, bread, and a desert for 15 
people, including guests and volun-
teers. Please call her at (830) 964-
3588 or (830) 237-1301, if you 
would like to contribute to the meal. 
Lynda and Robert McNab have vol-
unteered for the 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 
p.m. homework, family support, and 
conversation time period. 

Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!    
Vacation Bible School Vacation Bible School Vacation Bible School Vacation Bible School 
Day Camp 2015Day Camp 2015Day Camp 2015Day Camp 2015    
Who do You Say I Am? 
June 29 –July 3; 9:00 a.m. to   
3:00 p.m. at St. Andrews Lutheran 
Church; Students in K-5th grade 
By Lynda McNab 

We will be partnering with St. Andrew 
Lutheran church in presenting this 
exciting program, led by the energetic 
and well-trained team of young peo-
ple from Cross Trails Ministry. 
       Each day campers will explore 
scripture through Bible study, music, 
games, art, and drama. Volunteers 
will be needed to help with registra-
tion, meal preparation, and serving, 
and to act as “shepherds” each day 
working with the Cross Trails staff. 
       There is also the opportunity to 
get to know the incredible Cross 
Trails team by hosting them for an 
evening meal in your home. 

       Watch the Good News and the 
June Franciscan for more infor-
mation on how you can be involved. 
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What’s happeningWhat’s happeningWhat’s happeningWhat’s happening    
 

Daughters of the King (DOK) 
meet every fourth Wednesday of 
the month. The Daughters begin 
their meeting in the parish hall after 
the Holy Eucharist on Wednesday, 
May 27, at 12:30 p.m. Don’t forget 
to bring your sack lunch. 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 
meet at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
May 14, at Beverley Matthewson’s 
home. 

Scripture Study Group is an 
informal study group that meets at 
10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays in the 
parish hall, followed by Eucharist. 

Vestry Meeting - Sunday, May 17, 
at 12:30 p.m. in the parish hall. 

Adult Sunday School meets Sundays 
at 9:15 a.m. in the parish hall. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at 
10:00 a.m. on the third Saturday 
(May 16) of each month. Linda 
Hillin will host the next workshop. 

Evening Study Class meets at 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesdays in the parish hall. 

Scrapbook and Craft Night will 
meet Friday, May 22, at Linda 
Hillin’s home at 6:30 p.m.  

St. Jude’s Ranch - We celebrate the 
Eucharist with the children every 
first Sunday of the month at 6:00 
p.m. in Bulverde. The next date to 
attend at St. Jude’s will be May 3. 

Living with Chronic Illness group 
meets the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month (May 14 
and May 28) at 11:00 a.m. 

May birthdaysMay birthdaysMay birthdaysMay birthdays    

Mark your calendarsMark your calendarsMark your calendarsMark your calendars    
 

May 2 - 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. - 
Canyon Lake Blood Drive 
 

May 4 - Family Promise at St. An-
drew Lutheran Church 
 

May 16 - Honduras Veterinarian 
Mission leaves. (The team re-
turns on May 22.) 
 

May 17 - UTO Spring Ingather-
ing 
 

May 24 - Pentecost Picnic (after 
10:30 a.m. service) 
 

May 30 - Abide in Me confer-
ence at TMI 
 

June 29-July 3 - VBS at St. An-
drew Lutheran Church combined 
with St. Francis by the Lake. 

Jim Nichols          5/2 
Casey Benham         5/5 
John Elliot          5/7 
Joan Art         5/11 
Betty Look        5/14 
Susan D’Andrea      5/17 
Winnie Benson       5/18 
Tom Hemphill       5/19 
Kay Stackhouse      5/20 

May anniversariesMay anniversariesMay anniversariesMay anniversaries    
Fr. Jim and Margaret Mitchell   5/4 
Marcel and Brenda Klaftenegger  5/6 
Fr. David and Julie Chalk   5/14 
Ken and Ann Patla     5/18 
George and Carol Glasby   5/20 
Ann and Brian Freiberger   5/27 
Keith and Donna Lewis    5/28 
Art Hoecker and Patricia Perea  5/28 
Robert and Brenda Amos   5/29 
George and Gay Witbeck   5/30 
Mike and Connie Graham   5/30 

Bob Boudreaux      5/21 
Gloria Glass        5/21 
Patricia Perea       5/21 
Mike Graham       5/27 
Amy MacConnell      5/28 
Les Beauvais       5/30 
Keren Necaise       5/31 

Valeska McHugh 
(left) and Jo Concha-
do joined with sever-
al others for the 
Episcopal Church 
Women (ECW) meet-
ing held at Valeska’s 
home on Thursday, 
Apr. 9. 

Daughters of theDaughters of theDaughters of theDaughters of the    
KingKingKingKing    
By Lynda McNab, DOK President 

Nine women have completed training 
to be admitted to the order. Lynn 
Zimmermann, assisted by other 
daughters, has directed this class. We 
look forward to welcoming them into 
our chapter. The next meeting of the 
Daughters of the King will meet at 
12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 26, at 
Lynda McNab’s home for a salad 
luncheon and installation of officers. 
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Honduras Night at Beto’Honduras Night at Beto’Honduras Night at Beto’Honduras Night at Beto’s … 
The day started with rain and hail, but finished with only 
clouds in the sky and a wonderful celebration of giving. 
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Music Music Music Music 

inininin    

worshipworshipworshipworship    
Worship is about enabling worship-
pers to have an awareness of God’s 
Presence. Not as an end in itself, 
worship empowers the people of 
God to minister in Jesus’ Name to 
the world. Rather than continue to 
fight the “worship wars,” we have 
found that “blended worship” (i.e., 
the thoughtful mixing of more con-
temporary Christian music with tra-
ditional hymnody) is an important 
tool for vitalizing our ancient faith. 
Blending (rather than exclusive use 
of “traditional” or “contemporary”) 
these two genres of music keeps us 
grounded in orthodox theology 
(something of which many contem-
porary musicians are ignorant) and 
provides a fresh sense of this is my 
church as much as my grandmother’s 
church. When we run “new” music 
through the discriminating filter of 
the Church, we avoid pursuit of the 
contemporary as mere novelty or fad. 
And as we infuse the ancient music 
with current enthusiasm and energy 
we keep ourselves from free from 
mere nostalgia. As St. Augustine 
wrote: when we worship and sing 
(well) to God, we actually pray twice. 
Here’s to holy worship! 

       * The San Antonio Missions 
take on the Tulsa Drillers on Sun-
day, July 12, at 6:05 p.m. The game 
is at Wolff Stadium in San Antonio. 
Tickets are $8/person or an addi-
tional $6 for a hot dog, chip, and 
soda voucher. Tickets will be availa-
ble for pick-up at your church by 
July 7. (Click here for an order form.) 
       * The Corpus Christi Hooks 
take on the Midland RockHounds 
on Wednesday, July 22 at 7:05 p.m. 
The game is at Whataburger Field in 
Corpus Christi. Tickets are $10/
person and will be available for pick-
up at the Will Call window on the 
day of the game. (Click here for an 

order form.) 
       You can also come to the St. 
Francis office and ask Janet for order 
forms. All payments will be handled 
in the diocesan office.  
       Please let me know if you have 
any questions.  
       Blessings, 
       Leigh  
 

Leigh Saunders  
Executive Assistant to Bishop Reed  
Episcopal Diocese of West Texas  
P.O. Box 6885/111 Torcido  
San Antonio, TX 78209  
(210/888) 824-5387 ext. 4019  
leigh.saunders@dwtx.org 

CRRC benefits!    (Cont’d from page 2) 
 

$250,000 matching grant that will be 
used toward the CRRC expansion 
project. There is a growing need in 
the Canyon Lake area for our food 
pantry and crisis programs. Comal is 
the 11th fastest growing county in 
Texas. In 2014, 6,000 individuals 
were helped by the CRRC crisis 
programs. That number is projected 
to grow to 14,000 by 2020. Also, 
60% of local CISD students are on 
free or reduced priced lunches. 
       In addition to the McKenna 
matching funds, CRRC will be eligi-

ble to compete for $600,000 in 
money and prizes through the BIG 
GIVE SA. 
       Please pass this information 
on to your family, friends, and 
contacts and ask them to help sup-
port the CRRC! All donations are 
done on-line so it doesn’t matter if 
the donor lives in Texas or outside 
the State. 
       Contact Ronnie Schwakhofer 
at (210) 885-6886, Tom Meyer at 
(830) 515-8868, or Bernie Frey at 
(210) 863-7866, if you have any 
questions. 

Diocesan night atDiocesan night atDiocesan night atDiocesan night at    

the ballgamethe ballgamethe ballgamethe ballgame    
By Leigh Saunders, Communica-
tions Officer, Episcopal Diocese of 
West Texas 

Summer is almost here and that 
means it’s that time of year again. 
Baseball season! 
       Our two games are scheduled 
and we are ready for you to help us 
advertise. 

(L to R): Joan Blankenbeker, Mary Wenzel, Tamara Huneau, Tricia Jones, Lynn Zimmermann, 
Diane LaCombe, Linda Bosenbark, and Judy McClendon attended a Daughters of the King 
(DOK) class held on Fridays at 10:00 a.m. Also joining DOK, not pictured, are Ann Patla and 
Gay Witbeck. The class is held for those who want to become a part of this prayer group. 
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   St. Francis by the Lake Episcopal Church 
   P.O. Box 2031 
   Canyon Lake, TX 78133 
   (830)-964-3820 
   francis@gvtc.com 
   www.saintfrancisbythelake.org 

Our Mission 
Statement 

 

As Children of God, we at St. Francis 
by the Lake are committed to living, 
learning, and sharing the love of Christ, 
the word of God and the power of the 
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our 
communities and the world. 

 

(L to R): Fr. David; Dale Jones, Jr. Warden; Jeanne Slupik; Brad Mount; Valerie Kirk; Maury Meyer; Bob Amos, Sr. Warden; and Jay Hillin 
demonstrated how to Share the Faith. If you don’t belong to a FEAST group, there will be a couple of groups set up for this purpose. 

Abide in Me VIIAbide in Me VIIAbide in Me VIIAbide in Me VII    
From the DWTX Weekly Digest 

The seventh annual Abide in Me day-
long conference will be held Satur-
day, May 30, at TMI - The Episco-
pal School of Texas. Registration 
has opened and childcare is availa-
ble. Over the next four weeks, we 
will highlight the program and the 
workshops to be offered. Please 
note there is limited space for each 
workshop, so when you find one 
that interests you, register to join us. 
You can find all descriptions and 
registration info at www.dwtx.org/
abideinme. 
       The Rev. Becca Stevens – 
After an inspirational and highly 
successful visit to West Texas dur-
ing Diocesan Council in February 
2014, Becca Stevens will return to 
offer two plenary sessions at Abide 
in Me, entitled: “Service as Place of 
Honor” and “How a Simple Faith 
Can Lead us Deeper.” Becca, 

founder of Thistle Farms and Magda-
lene in Nashville, Tennessee, says 
our job as practitioners of faith is to 
find beauty in the fields, to celebrate 
the harvest, and to care for the 
troubled fields of this world. If you 

have not had a chance to hear Bec-
ca speak, view this video and hear 
her and some of the women tell the 
story of the ministry of Magdalene 
and Thistle Farms. 


