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Sr. Warden’s
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Have you ever attended a Diocesan
Council? It’s an awesome experience
not to be missed. Next year’s Council
is in San Marcos, an easy reach for us,
and no hotel is necessary, although
some may wish to stay due to the late
afternoon dinners and activities. And
you can attend as an observer, if you
are not a delegate. Here are my
“notes” from the wonderful time we
shared in Corpus Christi!
・There is work to be done for the Kingdom,
・“With the Eyes of Our Hearts Enlightened.”
・Stewardship is all we do all the
time.
・See Christ in all things.
・Disagree with others while seeing
Jesus.
・Either “Avoid, Crash, or try to see
Jesus.”
・See the Transforming Power of the
Holy Spirit.
・Thank you for showing me your
need.
・“I am a witness, not an expert on
God.”
・May you understand the urgency
of God wanting you.
Ephesians 1:12: “In order that we,
who were the first to put our hope
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in Christ, might be for the praise of
His glory.”
Ephesians 3: “God’s Marvelous Plan
for the Gentiles.”
Matthew 10: “Anyone who welcomes
you, welcomes me.”
Acts 3: “All the prophets foretold
Jesus, his death and resurrection. A
prophet from your own people.”
There is ample work to be done
today for the Kingdom and the
King. This work puts a smile on my
face and warmth in my heart. May
this aura surround you and me and
bless all of us at St. Francis by the
Lake. Thanks be to God for his
many blessings. Please consider putting your name up for the delegate
election for the next Council in San
Marcos. Become a delegate, or an
alternate - everyone shares in God’s
work together.

March 2020

Ministry:
Eucharistic Visitors
Betty Morris

Many Sundays, you may see a small
wood box or boxes on the altar.
These boxes hold small Communion
sets, with the Body and Blood of
Christ, which are added during worship, for those unable to be with us
to join in Communion. Those assigned to bring Communion to our
St. Francis family receive the boxes
and are sent with our blessing: “We
who are many are one Body because
we all share one Bread, one Cup.”
We’re appealing to any who
are unable to be present at Sunday
worship to let that need be known.
It is our joy and privilege to visit
you in your home, nursing home, or
hospital room to support and encourage you with love. Please don’t
(Continued on page 3)

Thank you for your ministry at Diocesan Council 2020, Corpus Christi. (L to R): Tom Meyer,
“Mo” Simmons, Libby Templeton, Maury Meyer, Harold Simmons, Fr. David, Susan Kelch, Don
Stackhouse, Jim Kelch, Betty Morris, Julie Chalk, Tricia Jones, and Andrea Rudnik.
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Dear friends,
Julie and I attended college in Walla
Walla, WA, and
we worshipped at the
Episcopal Church.
I’ve kept up with the
parish (St. Paul’s)
off and on over the
years, and when I
saw this article, by
the current rector (Fr. David Sibley,) I thought
enough of it to share with you. I’ve edited it for
length; the original may be found here:
https://mailchi.mp/687aa6e2baa7/covid19communion?e=%5BUNIQID%
5D&fbclid=IwAR15N3dH_H69ReN0R5QM
_rtaxifjG3aKNdZPobCM7SJHPa3W1Lpfe5H4as.

Beloved at St. Paul’s,
The news of the last week has been filled
with turmoil created by the spread of the
coronavirus COVID-19, roiling financial
markets, causing increasing concern
throughout the world about transmission,
and otherwise raising concerns about the
spread of infectious disease.
Invariably, the first question asked of the
Church in moments like this is: What

about the common Cup at the Eucharist?

The simple answer is this: peer reviewed
studies and Centers for Disease Control
guidance since the 1980s have consistently
shown that “no documented transmission of any infectious disease has ever
been traced to the use of a common
communion cup” and “the risk for infectious disease transmission by a common
communion cup is very low, and appropriate safeguards—that is, wiping the
interior and exterior rim between communicants, use of care to rotate the
cloth during use, and use of a clean
cloth for each service - would further
diminish this risk.” American Journal of
Infection Control (Vol. 26, No. 5, 1998.)
We do all these things at St. Paul’s! Our
Eucharistic Ministers are trained to wipe the
rim of the chalice between each communicant, to rotate the purificator (the cloth,)
and the Altar Guild ensures a clean cloth is
used for each liturgy.
A common follow up question is: Is it

more sanitary to intinct the Host into
the Cup than to drink from it?

In short - absolutely not! As any experienced Eucharistic Minister or ordained person will tell you, it is a common occurrence,
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when people intinct the Host, for their fingers to touch either the Consecrated Wine
or the side of the Chalice. This is, in fact,
less sanitary then drinking in the first place we can make sure our Eucharistic Ministers
and the ordained wash their hands, but we
can’t do the same for the whole of the congregation!
Invariably, though, I am still told: I understand the studies, but I’m still concerned - what should I do?
As your priest, I can recommend three options to you:
1. When in doubt, drink from the Common Cup
- it is the most sanitary way for you to receive the Consecrated Wine at the Eucharist. Christians have been doing so for centuries, and still manage to die at the same
rate and pace as the general population!
2. If you don’t want to drink from the cup, don’t
intinct (dip) for yourself. Instead, leave the Host
on your hand, and allow the Eucharistic
Minister to intinct (dip) it for you, and place
the Host on your tongue. This ensures that
only people with washed hands are handling
the Hosts, and it eliminates the unsanitary
conditions that are caused by intinction.
3. Finally, if you don’t want to receive from the
Cup at all: it’s ok not to. The Church believes
that all of the grace of the Sacrament of the
Eucharist is conferred wholly in each Element - both consecrated Bread and Wine.
To receive only the Host is not to have a
“half-blessing” or to receive “halfcommunion.” Instead, receiving in one kind
is to fully partake in the Eucharistic Feast.
Finally, let your consideration for others
carry the way you would through any other
sickness: if you have a fever, stay home; if
you have a cold, don’t shake hands at the
Peace; and always, always, always wash your
hands with soap and water for 15 seconds
or longer.
I was ordained in 2011; in that time, I
have communicated thousands of people
and shaken thousands of hands in receiving
lines. Beyond that - I’ve consumed what’s
left in the Chalice after Holy Communion,
quite literally drinking behind thousands of
people over my ordained vocation. And I
promise - I get sick at the same rate the rest
of us do!
In a time of fear and panic, let us continue to dwell with one another, continue to be
with one another, and continue to be together at the Eucharistic Feast. I firmly
believe Jesus would do the same.

turn to peer reviewed literature - here are
the two best sources out there. If you want
to nerd out like me and get into the weeds,
here they are. If you want a copy of the
journal articles themselves, email me at davids@stpaulsww.org, and I’d be happy to
provide them to you.
Letter to the Editor from CDC Scientists,
“Risk of Infectious Disease Transmission
from a Common Communion Cup”
American Journal of Infection Control
(Vol. 26, pgs. 538-539).
o Key quotes: “no documented transmission of
any infectious disease has ever been traced to the use
of a common communion cup” and “the risk for
infectious disease transmission by a common communion cup is very low”
Peer-Reviewed Article, “The hazard of infection from the shared communion cup”
Journal of Infection (1988) (Vol 16,
pgs. 3-23).
Key quote: “No episode of disease attributable to
the shared communion cup has ever been reported.
Currently available data do not provide any support
for suggesting that the practice of sharing a common
communion cup should be abandoned because it
might spread infection.”

P.S. Some of you may know I was trained
as a scientist before pursuing my ordained
vocation. As such, my first instinct was to

Nov. 12-15: Cursillo weekend #286
at Camp Capers.

2020
Upcoming
events:
Mar. 12-15: Cursillo weekend #284 at Camp Capers.
(Tommy Matthews, Rector, and Fr.
David Read, Spiritual Director.)
Sep. 24-27: Cursillo weekend #285
at Mustang Island Conference Center. (Lisa Sartorio, Rectora, and Fr.
Ram Lopez, Spiritual Director.)

www.saintfrancisbythelake.org
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Treasurer’s
report

March 2020

Greetings all,

Our finances for 2020 are off to a good start this year.
· Operations is on plan.
By Robert Amos
· The Capital Campaign and Debt Retirement are off to a good start.
Email:
treasure@gvtc.com · Endowment Fund declined a small amount.
Below is a summary of our financial condition as of January 31, 2020.
Operations - On Plan .
Revenues: Total revenue was $21,050.87 which was slightly lower than planned by $1,070.13.
Expenditures: Expenditures were $26,110.30 which is slightly better than expected by $1,111.70.
Balance (Revenue minus Expenditures): We had deficit of $5,059.43 which was very slightly better than planned
by $41.57.
Capital: Off to a good start .
Capital Campaign: Contributions for January 2020 were $3,022.00. Total Capital Funds balance is $74,423.89.
Debt Retirement: Contributions for January 2020 were $5,207.00. The Debt Retirement Fund contains a balance
of $46,748.62.
Endowment Fund - Slight loss this month .
The Endowment Fund experienced a slight loss in January 2020 of $136.41. Funds balance was $114,404.27.
Our funds as of January 31, 2020 :
General Operating
$
11,653.71
Debt Retirement
$
46,748.62
Capital Campaign Fund $
74,423.89
Endowment Fund
$ 114,267.86
Debt:
Frost Bank - Line of Credit: $ 145,438.38
Crump Foundation:
$ 450,000.00

If you have any comments or questions, or if you would like to discuss a pledge or contribution, please feel free
to contact me at treasure@gvtc.com.

Ministry (Cont’d from page 1)
ever feel it is “too much trouble” or
“I didn’t want to bother anyone.” It
is truly our delight to bring this ministry to you, as well as to family
members or friends who may be
with you when we arrive. The service is simple and we adapt to your
needs, location, and those present.
Normally, we read the Gospel lesson, share some brief remarks about
the sermon, administer Communion, give thanks, and pray for your

needs. Most visits are 20-30
minutes.
In order to receive Communion
from a Eucharistic Visitor, please
contact Betty Morris via text [830515-8659] up to 9:00 a.m. on Sunday morning. I’ll ensure we have a
Visitor to see you. Also, please let
me know if you have a special need:
e.g., gluten-free Hosts, extra family
or friends anticipated, etc. If you
have contacted Fr. David, it is helpful if you will also let me know so

that I can coordinate the number of
Visitors needed each Sunday. Please
let us participate in sharing God’s
love.
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Episcopal
Church
Women
(ECW)
By Ronnie Harper-Schwakhofer,
ECW President

The “Taters-N-Treasurers” fundraising was a huge success… The
Great Hall was filled with many
people placing bids on the fabulous
silent auction items, and enjoying
the delicious food and great fellowship. Our youth, Bella Huneau, Layla Kelch, and Hailey Klaftenegger,
helped Susan with the raffle prizes.
Thanks to everyone for their generous participation which resulted in
net proceeds of over $3,000.
At our monthly meeting on
Feb. 13, Pennie Curry gave an inspirational presentation on the youth
mission of her church, Grace
Church, West Barrington, MA. It all
started when the children asked why
we can’t grow food to give away to
hungry people in their community.
The children decided to start a garden
to provide product for those in need.
They were asked to develop a plan
and budget and with the contribution of supplies and use of land
owned by Taft Farms, a family
owned farm, this project was
launched in 2009 and named Gideon’s Garden. The children grow and
harvest the vegetables and give
them to local food pantries and organization that prepare food for
community meals. This project offers gardening experience, nutritional
education, opportunities for youth
to learn responsibility and organization, and provides fresh food and
eggs to many in the community.
Pennie provided a visual collage of
photos of children and other volunteers working in the garden. This

project serves the community not
only by delivering locally grown produce but also giving young people an
opportunity to learn respect for the
land, and for each other, and to
build friendships, as they work side
by side in the garden. Certainly such
a goal is inspiring and is a model for
many!
Next month, on Mar. 12, the
ECW will be taking a field trip to
Bishop Jones Center in San Antonio.
Martha Curry, Director of Development for World Mission, will be our
presenter and give us a tour of the
facility. The World Mission Department seeks to engage every member
and every church of the Episcopal
Diocese of West Texas in the work
of evangelism and mission. We are
working to be faithful to the Great
Commission, Jesus Christ’s command to “go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations” (Matthew
28:19,) and His Great Commandment “to love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39,) and to assist
the Missionary People of the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas in
their call to “proclaim the word and
example of the Good news of God
in Christ” (Book of Common Prayer, pg. 305.) There are three ways
individuals and churches can partner with World Mission: Pray, Give,
and Go!
Everyone attending is asked to
bring a “sack lunch” and we’re
hopeful the weather will allow us to
enjoy our lunch on the beautiful
grounds. Further details on carpooling and departure times may be
found in our weekly publication,
Good News, as the date draws closer.
Reminder: All women of St.
Francis by the Lake Episcopal
Church are members of Episcopal
Church Women.
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Bishop Dave Bailey, of Navajoland,
visited Sunday, Feb. 16.

Needs for
the CRRC
food pantry
CRRC’s food pantry is in need of:
egg cartons;
toothpaste & toothbrushes;
macaroni & cheese;
spaghetti;
jelly;
sugar & creamer;
canned green beans;
canned corn;
mixed vegetables (frozen or canned;)
canned fruit;
soups;
cereal;
empty egg cartons;
plastic grocery bags;
toilet paper; and
baby diapers - sizes 2, 3, 4, & 5, and
adult sizes, (both disposable & cloth.)
All contributions are appreciated.
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What’s happening
Daughters of the King (DOK) will
meet Mar. 25 at 12:30 p.m., in the
St. Francis Room, after the 11:30
a.m. Eucharist.
Episcopal Church Women
(ECW) will meet on Thursday,
Mar. 12, and carpool to the
Bishop Jones Center in San
Antonio. Details in The Good News.
(See article, p. 4.)
Scripture Study Group meets at
10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays in the
St. Francis Room, followed by the
11:30 a.m. Eucharist.
Vestry meets the 2nd Sunday of
each month. This month if will be
Mar. 8 at 12:15 p.m. in the St.
Francis Room.
Adult Sunday School meets most
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the St.
Francis Room.
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on
the fourth Monday of each month
at 1:00 p.m. They decide at their
meeting where the next gathering
will be.
AA meets every Monday, Thursday,
and Friday at noon and every
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in Jones Hall.

Al-Anon meets every Tuesday at
6:30 p.m., and every Saturday at
10:00 a.m. in Jones Hall.
Caregiver Support Group meets
every third Monday (Mar. 16) of
the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. in the St. Francis Room.
Circle of Care (COH) meets every
first Sunday of the month at 12:15
p.m. in the St. Francis Room.
The Book Club meets at 6:30 p.m.
every first Monday of the month
in the St. Francis Room.
Gathering of Men meets every
second Saturday (Mar. 14) of the

www.saintfrancisbythelake.org
month at 9:30 a.m. in the St.
Francis Room.
2nd Saturday Diocesan Mini
Retreat meets each month on the
2nd Saturday (Mar. 7) at 9:00 a.m.
at the Bishop Jones Center. The
retreat is for contemplation,
silence, and fellowship. (If you
would like to carpool, there are
several woman from the parish
who would be glad to have you
join them. Please call the parish
office (830) 964-3820 for more
information.)

Practical

Instruction focuses on posture,
breathing, stretching, balance, form,
and light exercise.
Instructor: Jeanne Slupik
When: Tuesdays through Fridays
from 8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Where: Great Hall. Please wear
comfortable clothing, and bring a
yoga mat.
Cost: Donations only, to benefit
St. Francis by the Lake.
Come join us!
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March
anniversaries
Tim and Joy Ellwood
3/21
Ray Ferguson and Tamara Huneau
3/29

Mark your calendars
Mar. 4 - (Soup Suppers & Psalms
begin on Wednesdays, Mar. 4 until
Apr. 1.)
Mar. 14 - 8:00 a.m. - Canyon
Lake CROP Hunger Walk
Mar. 21 - 10:00 a.m. - Eucharistic Visitor Training.
Apr. 4 - 8:00 a.m. - Texas
Trash Off.
Apr. 5-11 - Holy Week
Palm Sunday 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. services
Monday-Maundy Thursday
- 7:00 p.m. - Holy Eucharist
Good Friday
- 12 noon - Stations of the
Cross
- 7:00 p.m. - Eucharist
Holy Saturday - 9:00 a.m.
Service
- 7:00 p.m. - Easter Vigil

March birthdays
Cheree Bauslaugh
Gabe Jones
Betty Colley
Jim Kelch
Maura Mitchell
Brian Freiberger
Pat Flesher
Harold Simmons
Pat Smith
Margo Horner
J.P. Smith
Cindy Smith
Diane Thovson
John Stump

3/2
3/6
3/8
3/9
3/11
3/12
3/13
3/15
3/16
3/20
3/23
3/24
3/25
3/26

The Franciscan
A monthly publication of
St. Francis by the Lake
Episcopal Church
The Rev. David Chalk, Rector
Editors
Maury Meyer: Editor in Chief
maurymeyer@gmail.com
Janet Pollock: Asst., Layout & Design
francis@gvtc.com
Linda Hillin: Asst., & Photographer
hillins2@gvtc.com
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It's a FEAST. See how much fun we have?! Please join us.
(Notice: the priest tries not to wear masks, but will don Mardi Gras beads.)
(L to R): Brian & Ann Freiberger; Tom & Sheila Mulbry; Julie Chalk; guests Bp Dave & Ann
Bailey; hostess Debbie Barnwell; & hostess Betty Morris;
(Fr. David took the picture)
Contact Betty Morris bmorris@gvtc.com,
if you would like to join in a FEAST group.

At the Shrove Pancake Supper, Julie Chalk showed
Teresa St. John’s grandson, Samuel, how to blow bubbles. And a big thank you to Ginger Rose for providing
us with beautiful arrangements on our tables.

Reaching
up…
Reaching
out…
Growing
Something Eternal!
(L to R): Marcel Klaftenegger, Larry Bosenbark, Doug Carvel, Brian
Freiberger, Frank Mathewson, and Don Stackhouse. Thank you to all who
helped in making the 2020 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper a great event
with camaraderie, fellowship, and good tasting food!

Lord, You are our Why!
This is our parish: the time is now. Pray for
our Stewardship and ask God’s guidance
for how you are to share in the vision.
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Mary Louise Barr

Palm Sunday - against a background of a
cross in shades of green and brown, are
the palm branches that give this Sunday its
name. It signals the beginning of Holy
Week leading up to the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The crowds welcome Jesus, the Messiah, to Jerusalem. He
enters on a donkey, symbolizing Peace.
“They took branches of palm trees and
went out to meet him, crying out, ‘Hosanna!
(Save!) Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord.’” John 12:13

Lent - the cross in this window is a Jerusalem cross, the emblem of the Kingdom of
Jerusalem from the 1280s. The smaller
crosses symbolize several things: the
wounds of Jesus with the large cross representing the pierced side of Jesus, the
four Gospels, and the spreading of the
Gospel to the four corners of the Earth.
The color purple symbolizes the penitence
of Lent.

The Windows of
St. Francis
By Betty Morris

This window was given by Col.
David and Mary Louise Barr. Mary
Louise was our organist for several
years. She was a Spanish-English
secretary in D.C. for the embassy of
Paraguay and later at the U.S. embassy in Peru. She was invited to
represent the U.S. in the international flower show in Chelsea, England, and was awarded Best of
Show. She was a lifelong Episcopalian and accomplished organist. She
was widowed twice. Col. W. David
Barr pre-deceased her by seven
months. They are both interred in
our columbarium.

The Windows of
St. Francis
The Rev. John Badders

Judy Badders

By Betty Morris

This window was given in thanksgiving for the ministry of the Rev.
John and Judy Badders by Sally and
Baker Duncan. Fr. Badders was our
Deacon-in-charge from 6/1986 to
2/14/1997 and Rector from
2/14/1997 (when we became a parish at Council) to 12/2/2000, leading during construction of the
church building. He was then sent
to McAllen, where Judy died on
9/17/2009.
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In loving memory
Micheline Marie Ellas
October 29, 1955 - February 19, 2020

Another note on
the Ministry and
Outreach Center

Thank you Pennie Curry for the wonderful ministry you do with the youth mission at your
parish, Grace Church, in West Barrington, MA. (See the ECW article on p. 4.)

By Maury Meyer

Our shower and privacy curtains in
the men’s and women’s restrooms
have been lengthened so they cover
the full height from the floor to the
bottom of the shower curtain rod,
which is 80 inches minimum. A big
thank you to Julie Chalk for sewing
the extensions to the shower curtains!
The 80-inch minimum height
to the bottom of the rod is required
for Texas Accessibility Standards.
The 80-inch mark is now marked on
the sides of the shower stalls and
walls with red paint.
If, for some unknown reason,
anyone needs to do something to
the shower and privacy curtains, and
their rods, PLEASE make sure
the rods are restored to above the
80-inch mark. Failure to keep the
rods at the required height could
lead to lawsuits and unnecessary
expense for our parish.

St. Francis by the Lake
P.O. Box 2031
Canyon Lake, TX 78133
(830)-964-3820
francis@gvtc.com
www.saintfrancisbythelake.org

Our Mission
As Children of God, we, at St. Francis
by the Lake, are committed to living,
learning, and sharing the love of Christ,
the Word of God, and the power of the
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our
communities, and the world.

March 14, 2020
Registration: 8:00 a.m.
Walk: 8:30 a.m.

