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Back from 

Honduras… so 

many blessings 
By Patricia Perea 

The Manos Team just got back 
from our annual trip to Danli,  

Honduras. We had a very fruitful 
trip full of blessings. Our motto this 

year was Trusting and Togetherness. We 
had a total of 16 individuals on this 

trip with people from different 
churches including St. Francis by 

the Lake, St Andrew’s in Seguin, 
Emmanuel in San Angelo, St. 

Mark’s in San Marcos, and St. An-
thony de Padua in San Antonio. In 

addition, we had our Manos Pray-
ers Powerhouse led by Libby  Tem-

pleton from St. Francis following 
our journey day by day and praying 

for us along the way. 
       We have been working in the 

colonia Nueva Esperanza in Danli, 
Honduras for the past 14 years. The 

initial commission for the Manos 
team was to plant a church in Nue-

va Esperanza, an underserved 
neighborhood in the heart of Danli. 

After many years of work, dedica-
tion, generous donations, and con-

stant prayers, we have been able to 
plant and build a church. In addi-

tion, we have built a vocational cen-
ter and have been able to work in 

various social areas with the pur-
pose of empowering the members 

of the community and help them 
become self-sufficient. This year, in         
                                   (Continued on page 6) 

Goers (not in order): Cesareo Guadarrama, Jessica Massay, Harold Simmons, Mo Sim-
mons, Fr. David Chalk, Kevin Lee, Patricia Perea, Fr. Peter Casparian, Dean Lalich, Zenon 
Llanos, Dr. Henry Moore, Alex Porter, Amanda Moore, Tom Porter, Charlotte Jones and 
Ken Jones. (See Honduras article on this page.) 

During my Cursillo weekend, I felt 
the love of a Christian community 

like I’d never felt it before and, at 
the closing ceremony when so many 

of my friends and sisters from St. 
Francis attended, I was overwhelmed 

by their love. I was excited to start 
putting into practice what I learned 

that weekend as part of my Fourth 
Day, the rest of my life. 

       At Cursillo, I learned about the 
three-legged stool: prayer, study, 

and action. For me, the greatest gift 
was realizing my desire to become 

more intentional with my journey 

This is my story… 
How I am changing my en-

vironment for Christ 
By Ronnie Harper-Schwakhofer  

with Christ, particularly with inter-
cession and evangelism. I have a 

long list of people I pray for every 
day and I am the contact person for 

the Daughters of the King prayer 
list. For evangelism, I try to live 

every day so that others will be led 
to know Jesus through my actions. 

Thanks to the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, I continue to strive to do 

what God wants me to do. 
       I continue daily meditation, 

prayers, reading the Bible and daily 
devotionals. I have read a number 

of books since my Cursillo weekend 
and am changing the environment 

in which I live. I attend weekly Bible 
study, serve as a Eucharistic visitor, 

and seek spiritual direction from my 
priest. I also participate in my weekly 

Cursillo Reunion Group, “Ultreya 
     (Continued on page 4)  

mailto:perea@gvtc.com
mailto:ronnie78133@gmail.com
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Dear friends, 
 

Mark is the brief-
est of gospels. He 

is a man of few 
words, and in that 

spirit I offer a suc-
cinct Lenten meditation: 

       Once we have made a space in 
our hearts for God’s grace, by seclu-

sion, in prayer, through fasting, and 
being repentant, do something for 

others. Share something of what 
God has given (and He has given us 

everything) with someone who does 
not have, so that they might come 

to grow in grace and the knowledge 
of the Lord as we have (and we 

have.) 
       Faithfully, 

       Fr. David 

Women’s 

Spring 

Gathering  
By Keren Necaise, 
Columbarium Chair 

 
It’s time to sign up for the Women’s 

Spring Gathering at Camp Ca-
pers April 17-19. Some of us talked 

about all of us getting a room at the 
lodge: in order to do so, we must sign 

up early, as they go fast. The theme 
this year is “Our stories full of 

Grace”. Online registration is availa-
ble at www.dwtx.org/events. 

  

The cost has gone up this year – $165 

for a cabin and $210 for the 
lodge. You have the option of signing 

up now and paying at a later 
date. This is a fun filled weekend 

where you will make many new 
friends and enjoy renewing your 

friendship with “old” friends.  

CROP Hunger Walk 
 

We’re helping to end hunger one 
step at a time by participating in 

this year's CROP Hunger Walk on 
Saturday, March 2. 
 

Please support us by making a do-
nation ... and join us on the Walk! 
 

Participation is EASY! Just visit 
our website 

www.saintfrancisbythelake.org 
and click on the Donate or Register button on the banner.  

 
On the day of the walk, registration begins at 8:00 a.m., and the walk starts at 

8:30 a.m.   

Quiet Day  
March 7, 2015 

The Daughters of the King & The Episcopal Church Women 
invite everyone  

to join in a day of prayer and contemplation. 
 

Why a Day of Prayer? 

 
For extended fellowship with God, 

for a renewed perspective, 
for catching up on intercessory prayer, 

for prayerful consideration of our own lives before the Lord, and  
for adequate preparation. 

 
The day begins at 9:00 a.m. with a continental breakfast. We will have Morning 

Prayer at 9:30 a.m. The first meditation will begin at 10:00 a.m., the second at 
11:15 a.m. We will have noonday prayers at 11:45 a.m., followed by lunch and 

a time for sharing. The third meditation begins at 1:00 p.m. with an opportuni-
ty to share at 1:30 p.m. We will close with prayer at 2:00 p.m. All are welcome 

to join us at any point. Please pick up the resources in the Narthex and enter 
quietly. 

What to bring: 
 

An open and willing heart, 
your Bible 

pencils, markers, pens, and 
Lunch. 

 

“Lord, teach us to pray.” 
Luke 11:1 

mailto:kenecaise@satx.rr.com
http://www.dwtx.org/download_file/view/1769/
http://www.dwtx.org/download_file/view/1769/
http://www.dwtx.org/events
http://www.saintfrancisbythelake.org


Page 3 www.saintfrancisbythelake.org March 2015 

 

Treasurer’s 

report 
By Lynda Leadford 
Email: 

treasure@gvtc.com 

Month of January 2015  

 

Our income for January was down 
$1,700, while our expenses were on 

target, leaving us in the red $8,939. 
This was not unexpected. I am opti-

mistic that this will improve during 
the year, as it did in 2014. 
 

2014 year-end statements were 

emailed or mailed in mid-January. I 

have had few calls. Therefore, I will 

accept the fact that all is well with 

the St. Francis congregation. 

Please remember when you write a 

check to St. Francis, you should let 
us know where you want your con-

tribution to be placed. Just put a 
note on the memo line, such as 

“Debt Retirement,” “Bldg. Prodj.,” 
“Operating pledge,” “Memorial for 

…,”etc.  
 

Debt Expenses as of January 31, 

2015: 
 

Crump Note - $60,000. 

Rectory Mortgage - $25,036.35. 

On February 12th, the ECW mem-

bers held their 2nd Annual “Have a 

Heart for a Child” Valentine fund-

raiser held at CRRC, and it was a 

tremendous success. We had a little 

over 200 people at the event who 

either shopped, ate, worked, helped 

set up, or helped take down. A great 

outpouring of love from our church 

was shown, and there is no way I 

can thank each of you all for the 

dedication you showed for this pro-

ject, not to mention all the months 

of planning and hard work you per-

sonally contributed. THAT’S HOW 

YOU MAKE AN EVENT SUC-

CESSFUL AND IT SHOWED. 

Episcopal 

Church 

Women 

update 
By Candace Fitch, ECW President 

 

Our bottom line is still not in, but 

we exceeded last year's amount of 

roughly $6,000.00 by about 

$1,500.00 or more. Like I said, I 

don't have the exact figures, but will 

let everyone know when they come 

in. 

AGAIN, THANK YOU FROM 

THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART 

FOR, "HAVING A HEART FOR 

A CHILD." 

The Rev. Nancy Coon was the Celebrant for 
St. Francis on  Sunday, January 25. 

JoAnn Wilson is ready with tickets. 

(L to R standing): Phil Hopkins, Chitt Chittenden, Chuck Davenport, Ray 
Thompsett, John D’Andrea, and Dale Jones serving up pancakes and fun at 
the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. 

http://www.saintfrancisbythelake.org
mailto:treasure@gvtc.com
mailto:treasure@gvtc.com
mailto:spcatering@aol.com
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Needs for 

CRRC 

food pantry 
 

Our local food pantry continues to 
be in need of the following items: 

 

baking supplies (cake mixes, baking 
powder and baking soda, baking 

cups, cookie mixes, etc.); 
 

dish soap; and 
 

bath soap. 
 

CRRC is already setting aside special 
items for the summer – especially single-
serve cups (like macaroni & cheese, cereal, 
peanut butter cups with attached crackers, 
etc.) that are things that CRRC likes to 
have on hand for families that are trying to 

feed their school children over the summer 
months. 

 

All contributions are appreciated. 

she might consider returning to 
church and attend a caregiver sup-

port group. I recommended she 
take a few minutes each day to con-

centrate on her relationship with 
God. I found that those kinds of 

activities were making a calming and 
spiritual impact on my life and I 

hoped it would help her as well. 
       Several weeks later, she called 

to tell me she was feeling less anx-
ious because she was praying daily. 

She also plans to attend a workshop 
for caregivers of loved ones with 

Alzheimer’s Disease. I’m hopeful 
she will begin attending church 

again, but in the meantime, she has 
opened her mind and heart to Jesus 

This is …          (Cont’d from page 1) 
 

Gatherings”, and 12-step recovery 

meetings. 
       In the world around me, I’m 

expanding my volunteering oppor-
tunities in the community. By vol-

unteering, I am able to help those in 
our community and it gives me the 

opportunity to share the love of 
Christ with wonderful people, and 

in turn, I learn something from 
them that helps enrich my life and 

my journey with Christ. 
       I’ve learned, by opening my 

eyes, ears, and heart, to discern when 
someone is struggling and looking 
for a lifeline or safety net to help 

them in their time of trouble. That’s 
when I may offer that letting God 

into their situation may be helpful. 
       My involvement in 12-step re-

covery programs gives me the op-
portunity to share my experience, 

strength, and hope with my fellow 
members during meetings or indi-

vidually. When I began attending 
these meetings, I learned to seek 

spiritual guidance in dealing with 
my conflicts and challenges through 

saying the Serenity prayer - “God 
grant me the serenity to accept the 

things I cannot change, courage to 
change the things I can, and the 

wisdom to know the difference.” I 
still say it daily whenever the need 

arises. 
       For example, a friend is strug-

gling with her husband’s Alzhei-
mer’s Disease. She is feeling over-

whelmed and fearful of the future. 
When she shared her concerns with 

me, I asked her, “What are you do-
ing to fill your soul?” She admitted 

she doesn’t have much time to   
reflect, had not looked to God for 

the answers or attended church in a 
long time. I suggested she take a 

few minutes each morning, before 
her husband rises, to say her prayers 

and read her Bible. I also suggested 

Christ. Every time we speak, I re-
mind her that God loves her and 

that I, along with many of her 
friends, continue to pray for grace, 

healing, and strength. 
       We all have troubles in our 

lives from time to time and some-
times the greatest gift we can give is 

the unconditional love that Jesus 
showed to others during his life. We 

need to share the love of Jesus with 
those around us and know that we 

too can bring others to Christ. Let 
Jesus be a continual blessing to our 

lives and praise God for all we have 
been given.  

Family Promise 

update 
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chair  

Jeanne Slupik and Linda Bosenbark 
have graciously agreed to be team 

leaders for the meal portion of the 
evenings that St. Francis is responsi-

ble for hosting the guests from Fam-
ily Promise at St. Andrew Lutheran 

Church. Our days to provide that 
support occur four times a year, so 

Jeanne and Linda will take two days 
each. 

       Jeanne was the team leader on 
Feb. 9 and will be responsible for 

Aug. 3. Linda will have May 4 and 
Oct. 26. 

       Both ladies have been furnished 
a list of St. Francis parishioners who 

have attended the training required 
by Family Promise prior to having 

contact with the Family Promise  
guests. The designated meal time is 

6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., and the meal 
team usually arrives at St. Andrew 

by 5:00 p.m. to get set up and ready 
to serve the meal. 

       We will be providing additional 

training dates for anyone who 
would like to attend, so others may 

participate in this great ministry. 
       Please contact me at (210) 863-

7866 if you have any questions. 

mailto:bfrey@gvtc.com
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What’s happening 
 

Daughters of the King (DOK) 
meet every fourth Wednesday of 

the month. There will be NO 
MEETING in March because of 

the Quiet Day, Mar. 7. 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

There will be NO MEETING in 
March because of the Quiet Day. 

Scripture Study Group is an 
informal study group that meets at 

10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays in the 
parish hall, followed by Eucharist. 

Vestry Meeting - Sunday, Mar. 15, 
at 12:30 p.m. in the parish hall. 

Adult Sunday School meets Sundays 

at 9:15 a.m. in the parish hall. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at 

10:00 a.m. on the third Saturday 

(Mar. 21) of each month. Mary K. 
Chittenden will host the next 

workshop. 
Evening Study Class meets at 6:30 

p.m. on Tuesdays in the parish hall. 
Scrapbook and Craft Night will 

meet Friday, Mar. 27, in the parish 
hall at 6:30 p.m.  

St. Jude’s Ranch - We celebrate 
the Eucharist with the children 

every first Sunday of the month at 
6:00 p.m. in Bulverde. The next 

date to attend at St. Jude’s will be 
Mar. 1. 

Living with Chronic Illness group 
meets the second and fourth 

Thursday of each month (Mar. 12 
and Mar. 26) at 11:00 a.m. 

March 

anniversaries 

March birthdays 

Sean and Karen MacConnell    3/18 

Mark your calendars 
 

Mar. 1, 8, & 15 - 9:15 a.m., Pot-
luck breakfast & Lenten pro-
gram  
Mar. 4, 11, 18, & 25 - 6:30 p.m., 
Lenten Soup Supper 
Mar. 5-8 - Cursillo #267 at 
Camp Capers 
Mar. 7– Quiet Day (see article 
pg. 2) 
Mar. 8 - Daylight Saving Time 
begins 
 

Mar. 14 - Canyon Lake CROP 
Hunger walk (see article pg. 2) 
 

Mar. 22 - Bishop David Reed 
Visitation to St. Francis 
Mar. 29 - 9:30 a.m., Palm Sun-
day - All Together Now 
Mar. 30, 31, Apr. 1, 2, & 3 - 
7:00 p.m., Holy Week Eucharist 

Sally Duncan      3/1 
Judy Dean       3/4 

Theresa Stanley     3/6 
Betty Colley       3/8 

Maura Mitchell       3/11 
Tristan Rodgers     3/11 

Brian Freiberger     3/12 
Harold Simmons     3/15 

Pat Smith       3/16 
Jack Wilson       3/16 

Margo Horner      3/20 
J.P. Smith       3/23 

Cindy Smith      3/24 

Annual Honduras 

Night -  
 

Manos scholarship program 
fundraising event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

at Beto’s Comida Latina 
(8142 Broadway St., San Antonio) 

 

Thursday, Apr. 16 
 

Please mark your calendars. We will 
be selling tickets for the raffle. 

More details to come… 

Debbie Barnwell was the lector at the 
Daughters of the King (DOK) meeting 
held on Jan. 28. 

http://www.saintfrancisbythelake.org
http://www.saintfrancisbythelake.org/calendar--events.html
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Back from …    (Cont’d from page 1) 
 

addition to working in Nueva Es-

peranza, we decided to work in two 
other villages called Ojo de Agua 

and San Lorenzo. We worked side 
by side with the members of our 

sister church Manos de Dios in 
many ministries.   

       As we look to the future, we 
will continue supporting our sister 

church Manos de Dios, but we also 
started a new ministry called Manos 

to Go. The idea is to maximize our 
resources, spread the blessings, go 

to remote villages, and work with 
the local community in various min-

istries. This year we decided to work 
in San Lorenzo, a small village 

about 40 miles from Danli. We held 
a vision clinic, as well as a VBS ses-

sion. We worked side by side with 
our Honduran partners throughout 

the day. Manos to Go has been a 
wonderful way to evolve our minis-

try in Honduras from “we come 
and do it all for you” to “we come 

and we do it all together.” This 
year’s motto of Trusting and Together-

ness was beautifully manifested dur-
ing our trip to San Lorenzo where 

we worked together fitting glasses 
and sharing Bible stories and crafts 

with the children of the community. 
 

 

 

 
 

Dr. Henry More fitting reading glasses 
in San Lorenzo. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

       In addition, the Manos to Go 
efforts have been adopted by our 

Manos de Dios Church in Danli as 
their outreach effort. Manos to Go 

is something that our Honduran 
Partners do throughout the year as 

they try to help surrounding villages 
such as Santa Maria and Mochilena. 

Mochilena is a small village in the 
mountains, best reached by foot. 

Many of the people from Mochilena 
(often called Mochilenos) walk the 

two-hour one way trip to attend 
Sunday service in the nearest town 

of Santa Maria, where they have a 
home church called El Buen Pastor.  

       I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to thank the congregation of 

St. Francis by the Lake for their 
constant support, priceless time, 

invaluable talent, and powerful 
prayers to help us complete this 

year’s journey to Honduras.  

Scholarship student helping with 
vision clinic . 

Vacation Bible School in San Lo-
renzo. 

Manos to Go Team 

Vestry Prayers 

By Maury Meyer, Vestry member 
 

 

The Vestry of St. Francis recently 

began a practice of praying daily for 
all the individuals in the parish. Each 

vestry member was assigned a sec-
tion of families/individuals from our 

2015 directory. We promised to pray 
regularly for each family or individu-

al, to get to know them if we don’t 
already, and to contact them if we 

think it would be helpful in any way. 
We have been doing this since De-

cember. We will rotate the sections 
of the directory among all the vestry 

members each month. We feel it has 
been a blessing to do this: it keeps all 

of you present in our thoughts and 
by the end of the rotations we will all 

know all of our parishioners. 

mailto:maurymeyer@gmail.com
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Reflections on 

being a lay 

eucharistic 

minister 
By Don Stackhouse 

On the night – some two thousand 
years ago – that Jesus was betrayed, 

he took bread, blessed it, broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples with 

these words: “Take, eat: This is my 
body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.” 
Later, after they had eaten, Jesus 

took a cup of wine, gave thanks, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Cove-
nant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 
       To this day, we follow Jesus’ 

command to us to continue to re-
member him, his life, death and res-

urrection, by consuming his body 
and blood in that great mystery of 

Faith which allows all of us to be 
united to him in his great sacrifice 

for us. 
       As lay eucharistic ministers, 

also called chalice ministers, we are 
allowed the opportunity to partici-

pate in administering the sacrament 
to the congregation whenever the 

Lord’s Supper is celebrated. To the 
casual observer, the lay eucharistic 

minister may simply look like some-
body in choir dress or alb following 

the priest around offering the wine 
chalice to each person in turn after 

they have received their commun-
ion wafer. More than that, though, 

lay eucharistic ministers are part of 
the laity of the church, responding 

to a call and desire to serve their 
fellow parishioners. They are 

trained in the parish and licensed by 
the diocese, and they carry out their 

duties with reverence, respect, and, 
speaking personally, a sense of the 

importance of their ministry. Be-
yond that, though, the lay eucharis-

tic minister has the opportunity to 
provide each communicant with a 

direct connection to our Savior. 
Each time the cup of wine is pre-

sented it offers the inward and spir-
itual grace in the Holy Communion 

that is the Blood of Christ, given to 
and received by God’s people by 

faith. And this is at once an awe-
some, humbling, and wonderful ex-

perience, to know that one is carry-
ing out—after an unbroken span of 

two thousand years—Christ’s com-
mandment to “do this for the re-

membrance of me.” 

Daughters of the 

King 
By Lynn Zimmermann 

Daughters of the King classes begin 
in March. I pray that you will con-

sider becoming a Daughter as part 
of your spiritual walk. 

Daughters of the King holds a very 
special place in my heart and walk 

with our Lord. When I made my 
prodigal return to the church as an 

adult, it was the Daughters who em-
braced me and welcomed me home. 

They saw in me a heart that longed 
to know Christ and they began to 

pour into me and teach me how to 
enter into the relationship I longed 

for. I began to know our Lord 

(L to R standing): Trisha Jones, Paul and Judy McClendon, Lynda Leadford, Linda Hillin, 
and (L to R sitting): Betty Morris, and Imogene Howard. Thank you for making “Cookies in a 
Jar” for visitors to our church. 

(Continued on page 8)  

http://www.saintfrancisbythelake.org
mailto:dgstackhouse@gmail.com
mailto:nanazimm@gmail.com
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   (830)-964-3820 
   francis@gvtc.com 
   www.saintfrancisbythelake.org 

Our Mission 
Statement 

 

As Children of God, we at St. Francis 
by the Lake are committed to living, 
learning, and sharing the love of Christ, 
the word of God and the power of the 
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our 
communities and the world. 

Daughters …      (Cont’d from page 7) 

through prayer. Prayer is conversa-

tion and conversation builds relation-
ship. God had already prepared me 

for this time--just as He has prepared 
you. If you are a woman, then you 

are His daughter, and if you are a 
Christian, prayer is a part of your be-

ing. There is no "special" quality nor 
"holiness" that qualifies or calls one 

to be a Daughter of the King. It is 
God-given abilities and the desires of 

our hearts that draw us. As Daugh-
ters, we take a vow to pray daily for 

others and to discover what His pur-
pose is for us in the areas of prayer, 

service, and evangelism. His purpose 
in my life is the desire of my heart... 

What is the desire of yours? 

If you are interested in becoming a 

Daughter of the King, please contact: 

Lynda McNab - President  

Lynn Zimmermann- DOK Training 
Facilitator 

Janet Pollock-Parish Administrative 
Asst.  

 

Habitat for Humanity 
The second home in the Diocese of 
West Texas Habitat Challenge is under 

construction. St. Andrew’s, Sequin, is 
the host church for the build and help 

is needed! It’s expected to take about 
16 weeks. If you’re interested in help-

ing, click on the logo to sign-up. If 
you’d like to coordinate a team to go, 

contact the office.  

Fr. David posed with the 2015 vestry members. (L to R): Jeanne Slupik, Bob 
Amos, Brenda Klaftenegger, Jay Hillin, Valerie Kirk, Brad Mount, Maury Meyer, 
Bob Boudreaux, and Dale Jones. 

Tricia Jones, Mary B. Wenzel, and Joan 
Blankenbecker wrap treats for “Have a 
Heart for a Child.” 

Thanks to your generosity, we’re providing 64 
Mommy Kits to the Honduran Birthing Center. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AhEQMsCtGi7zdEQwOEcweGtmb1VBRTlaSzAtUmdxTVE&usp=sharing

