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St. Francis recently formed a Gift 
Committee whose purpose is to  
develop a sensitive approach that 
uses a consistent process to evaluate 
gifts for acceptance. The member-
ship includes Fr. David, Linda 
Bosenbark (Chairperson,) Bob Amos 
(Treasurer,) Mike Maciejewski (Sr. 
Warden,) Anne Cain, Brian 
Freiberger, Tricia Jones, Ginger 
Rose, Frank Smith, and Nancy 
Summers. The committee may con-
sult with other persons that have a 
special interest or expertise (such as 
legal counsel or an accounting pro-
fessional) prior to making a decision 
to accept a gift.  
       The need for this committee 
became apparent when a diligent 
group of parishioners started clean-
ing up and cleaning out our existing 
Parish Hall in preparation for the 
move to our new Ministry and Out-
reach Center (MOC). They discov-
ered many duplicate items as well as 
items that were not being used (yet 
were taking up space.) In some cases, 
they did not know who donated 
items that needed to be purged. 
       As we move into our new build-
ing, it is important to maintain some 
order and harmony in our parish 
buildings and grounds. We hope to 
accomplish this through the Gift 
Committee by applying a consistent 
evaluation process prior to gift   
acceptance. Additionally, we want to 
create a catalogue of gifts and their 
           
               (Continued on page 6)        

(L to R): Don Stackhouse; Patricia Perea; Mo Simmons; Andrea Rudnik, Team 
Brownsville Coordinator; and Tricia Jones served food on our Texas border. 

What’s in a gift? 
By Linda Bosenbark & Anne Caine, 
Gift Committee 

From the 
Sr. Warden: 
The 
importance 
of prayer 

By Jim Kelch, Sr. Warden 
james.r.kelch@gmail.com 

 

What exactly does the Vestry do? 
The Vestry is part of the governing 
body of the local parish. The Vestry 
approves the budget, monitors all 
monetary issues, and makes deci-
sions on major and minor fiscal  
issues. Right now, with the addition 
of the new building, much Vestry 
discussion has centered around 
things as small as a chair to as large as 
furnishing a first-class kitchen. Much 
has been donated, which requires an 
acceptance by the Vestry, and much 
has been added through various 
necessary change orders, again dis-
cussed and voted on by your Vestry. 

Do we always agree and are we al-
ways rubber stamps…? Umm… no. 
However, with prayer and kindness, 
much is agreed upon. And some-
times we don’t agree, which is OK, 
because we start and end each meet-
ing with prayer. This reminds us that 
God is in control. 
       Budgetary mention aside, why is 
Vestry prayer any different than per-
sonal prayer. It isn’t! But, you should 
know that every Vestry member has 
a list of every parish member and 
prospective members, which is 
prayed over. The list is split evenly 
and every month it changes. That 
way every person we know of is 
prayed for every month by one or 
the other Vestry member. This is a 
requirement of a Vestry member. 
       We are in the process of melding 
those names with phone numbers so 
you can have a personal call from 
your Vestry prayer warrior. These 
are not intended to be intrusive  
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Dear friends, 
 

Stewardship1 has 
been on my mind 
and in my heart 
for some time 
now. The recent 
diocesan confer-

ence helped coaless and concentrate 
some of my thoughts, which I’d like 
share: what I believe the ramifications 
of Christian stewardship are. I begin 
by remembering Jesus saying, “Where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be al-
so.”2 
       Jesus’ words have resonated with-
in the hearts of people for two thou-
sand years. What was He talking 
about? What do Jesus, the Bible, and 
the Tradition have to say about giving 
to God? 
       Scripture has no less than 2,350 
verses having to do with money and 
money management. In fact, Jesus says 
more about money and money man-
agement than any other subject. It must 
be very important for Christian life! 
And in an oft misquoted verse, St. Paul 
wrote, “the love of money is the root 
of all evil.”3 Paul knows that money is 
not evil; however, the love of money is 
idolatry. The Lord knows we need 
money to live in the world and carry 
out His work. But God also wants us 
to trust Him. (I’ve often been very 
grateful for the reminder on our cur-
rency “In God we trust.”) God asks for 
our full commitment (“Love the LORD 
with all your heart, soul, mind, and 
strength”4.) If nothing else takes prec-
edence over our love for Him, then 
our trust in Him will be paramount. 
       All that we have is given into our 
care from God.5 It is all gift. We’re 
accountable for our time, talent, and 
treasure.6 This was the great sin by  
Adam and Eve in the Garden: they 
abused God’s gift of stewardship, and 
they failed to trust God. Thousands 
of years later, King Solomon— argua-
bly the richest and wisest man of all 
time—expressed the emptiness of 
materialism away from God, “vanity of 
vanities, it is all an evaporated vapor.7” 
       In Genesis, the mysterious priest, 
Melkhizedek, performs one task alone: 

he blesses Abram and receives a tithe8 
from him9. This shows how Abram, 
righteous before God, acknowledges 
his blessedness and gives his first, best 
produce to the LORD in gratitude. 
This is what, throughout the Hebrew 
Bible, God asks people to do. As be-
lievers, we’re each called upon to 
acknowledge how blessed we are and 
then, in thanksgiving and gratitude, to 
give sacrificially of our best resources. 
       As individuals, when we become 
burdened with the mindset of materi-
alism (i.e., when we fear, worry, hoard, 
or even give money from a sense of 
obligation rather than in joyful grati-
tude), we become slaves to our wealth 
instead of our wealth being our servant. 
       All of these thoughts and verses 
apply, not just to each of us, but to 
our parish as well. Jesus says He will 
build and grow the Church on our 
faith and trust in Him. Our task is to 
make disciples, followers who trust 
and who give in gratitude and work 
for the Kingdom of God. 
       To know the spiritual health of a 
Christian, we need look no further 
than their checkbook or bank state-
ment. To know the spiritual health of 
a parish, we look at its stewardship 
report. These tell it all because what 
we do with our money speaks vol-
umes10. We make disciples by offering 
people Jesus: through our preaching, 
teaching, our sacramental life, our li-
turgical life, and our outreach minis-
tries. It is to this end that our giving 
should be focused. If we and the 
Church will do our job, Jesus has 
promised to be faithful and do His. 
Sacrificial giving for the Christian isn’t 
an option, but a joyful obligation. St. 
John Chrysostom in the 4th century 
speaks of this joyful obligation in his 
book On Wealth and Poverty. He 
wrote that Christians own nothing 
because God owns everything.11 
       The Church’s ministry isn’t about 
buildings, budgets, or even bodies. 
The model we follow is this: the 
Church is first and foremost the family 
of God. When that is our model, Scrip-
ture tells us that God’s presence and 
blessing will be seen and shown in our 

Eucharistic community.13 When our 
focus is on Jesus, the Author of our 
salvation, the Head of the Body, we 
see the fullness of the Faith expressed: 
bread and wine become the Body and 
Blood of Christ, sinners become fish-
ers of people, and a motley aggregate 
becomes a beautiful body of believers. 
There are many transfigurations mani-
fest in and through our faithfulness, 
our trust, our love, and our thanksgiv-
ing. 
       With these things in mind, Chris-
tian stewardship—for us and our par-
ish—follows three principles: 1) glori-
fying God is our focus; 2) our giving 
is joyfully sacrificial; 3) our giving is in 
thanks from our best, the first fruits 
of all our resources of time, talent, 
and treasure. 
       If we incorporate these principles 
of stewardship into our lives and the 
life of our parish, the Lord will do 
amazing things in our lives and in the 
lives of all around us. A biblical un-
derstanding of stewardship isn’t unim-
portant; it isn’t a luxury we may pur-
sue or ignore. Christian stewardship is 
nothing less than a living sacrament14: 
it is the representation of our relation-
ship with God. In our lives as Chris-
tians, and in our corporate life as the 
Church, we are “called forth”15 from 
the world, to take up the responsibility 
of living as faithful stewards of God’s 
abundant life. 
     Longing to share abundant life, I remain 
faithfully yours, 
     fr. david 
 
 

Notes: 
1 I have adapted the thoughts here from many sources… 
2 Matthew 6.21 
3 1 Timothy 6.10 
4 Deuteronomy 6.4-7; Matthew 22.37-40; Mark 12.30-31; 
Luke 10.27 
5 1 Chronicles 29.14 
6 Matthew 25.14–30 
7 Ecclesiastes 1.2 
8 a “tithe” is one tenth, i.e., 10%. A tithe isn’t a “pledge”: 
and, if it isn’t 10%, it isn’t a “tithe.” 
9 Genesis 14.18-20 
10 Matthew 6.21 
11 Chrysostom, John, On Wealth and Poverty, SVS Press, ’84 
12 Romans 9.8; 1 John 3.1-2 
13 Luke 22.19; 1 Corinthians 11.24 
14 “an outward & visible sign of an inward & spiritual grace” 
15 the Greek word for “church” (έκκλησία: ekklesia) means: 
“called forth,” “called by name”  
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Greetings All, 
 

St. Francis by the Lake continues to do well through April.  
 

       General Operations is on track. 
       The Capital Campaign and Debt Retirement both continue with generous 
       contributions.  
       Endowment fund has grown 12.8% year to date. 

       Payments on the Ministry and Outreach Center are proceeding as planned.  
 

April 2019 details: 
 

Operations - On track 
       Revenues: Contributions to the General Fund are $83,681.53, which is $72.47 less (slightly worse) than expected. 
Essentially on plan.  
       Expenditures: Expenditures were $90,588.66, which is lower (better) than expected by $66.34.  
       Balance (Revenue minus Expenditures): The resulting deficit is $6,007.13 or $6.13 (worse) than expected. Also on 
track as expected.  
 

Capital - Doing well 
       Capital Campaign: Contributions are $20,313.68 through April, with total contributions of $442,305.97. Fund 
balance is $5,691.89.  
       Total spending on the Ministry and Outreach Center through April is $777,132.57. This includes payments to our 
builder and other purchases.  
       Debt Retirement: Contributions are $10,836.00 year to date. The Debt Retirement Fund contains a total of 
$19,052.62.  
 

Endowment Fund - Increased 12.8% year to date 
The Endowment Fund balance is $56,356.77 as of April 30, 2019, which is an increase of $6,418.26 or 12.8%.  
 

      Our funds as of April 30, 2019: 
 

       General Operating              $         3,858.07 
       Debt Retirement                 $       19,052.62 
       Capital Campaign Fund      $         5,691.89 
       Endowment Fund              $       56,356.77 
       Debt                                  $               0.00 
 

       Frost Bank - Line of Credit:  $  253,000.00 
 

       Summer is upon us and with it vacation time. We are doing well right now. Please remember St. Francis by the 
Lake during this time and maintain your generous and faithful giving through the summer.  
 

       If you have any comments or questions, or if you would like to discuss a pledge or contribution, please feel free 
to contact me at treasure@gvtc.com. 

Treasurer’s 
report 
By Robert Amos 
Email: 
treasure@gvtc.com 

Save the date! 
Ribbon-Cutting and 
Celebration Brunch 
On Sunday, Sept. 29, after the All 
Together Now service, we will formal-
ly dedicate the new Ministry and 
Outreach Center. We will have a 

formal ribbon-cutting, a champagne 
toast, a little bit of speechifying, and 
a grilling picnic for the brunch. 
While we will actually be moving 
into the new building before then, 
the Celebration Committee wanted 
to have enough lead time to plan 
this very happy and blessed celebra-
tion. There will be sign-up sheets 

for attending the brunch (to get a 
head-count estimate,) and for vari-
ous preparatory tasks, so be looking 
for those in early August, and the 
August Franciscan will have much 
more information on this exciting 
event. 
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Needs for 
the CRRC 

food pantry 
 

Our local food pantry continues to 
be in need of the following items: 

 

peanut butter; 
 

canned corn; 
 

laundry detergent; 
 

hand soap; 
 

baking items; 
 

cereal; 
 

plastic grocery bags; 
 

toilet paper; 
 

baby diapers - sizes 2, 3, 4, and 5, 
and adult sizes, (both disposable and 

cloth diapers;) and 
 

toothbrush, toothpaste, and floss. 
(When visiting the dentist each patient is 
usually given a small bag that contains a 

toothbrush, toothpaste, and floss. As each of 
us has our semi-annual checkups, please 
consider bringing those to church for the 
CRRC donation box. Thanks to Betty 

Morris for that suggestion.) 
 

All contributions are appreciated. 

Episcopal 
Church 
Women 
update 
 

By Ronnie Harper-Schwakhofer, 
ECW President 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 
celebrated Spring with a delightful 
luncheon at Linda Hillin’s lovely 
home on May 9. Everyone enjoyed 
great food, fellowship, and fun at 
this annual spring event. Thanks to 
everyone who brought their favorite 
dish to share and Linda for hosting 
us. This year ECW contributed a 
total of $3,633 from our fundraising 
efforts to local organizations. ECW 
officers were installed on Sunday, 
May 19, at the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service. Officers are Ronnie Harper-
Schwakhofer, President; Brenda 
Klaftenegger, Vice President, Susan 
Kelch, Treasurer; Anne Cain, Re-
cording Secretary; Becki Nichols, 
Chaplain; and Carlie Maciejewski, 
Corresponding Secretary. Susan 
Kelch and Tricia Jones will co-chair 
the Rummage Sale. Thank you to 
the 2018-2019 officers and to those 
who have agreed to serve in 2019-
2020. The Summer Birthdays event 
will be held Thursday, July 11, at 
Maury Meyer’s home, and further 
details will be in the Good News pub-
lication. 
       The new officers have begun 
planning for the fall and next year. 
We’d like to hear your ideas for our 
upcoming year, so a survey will be 
emailed to the women of our parish. 
Please complete and return to the 
office before June 15, 2019, or you 
may contact any one of the officers. 
Please mark your calendars for the 
upcoming ECW events: Welcome 
Social for the Women of the 
Church - Sept. 12 in parish hall; 
Rummage Sale - Oct. 4 and 5 (Friday 

Lord, what do you want to do 
through me? 
This is our parish. The time is now. Pray 
for our Capital Campaign and our Stew-
ardship Campaign and ask God’s guidance 
in how you are to join in the vision. 
       The floor plan of the Outreach and 
Ministry Center is available in the Narthex. 

Reaching 
up… 
Reaching 
out 

Class instruction focuses on pos-
ture, breathing, stretching, balance, 
form, and light exercise. 
Instructor: Jeanne Slupik 
When: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays from      
8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Where: Parish hall. Please wear 
comfortable clothing, and bring a 
yoga mat. 
Cost: Donations only, to benefit  
St. Francis by the Lake. 
Come join us! 

Practical 

2019 
Upcoming 
events: 

 

Sep. 26-29: Cursillo weekend #283 at 
Mustang Island Conference Center. 
 

Nov. 7-10: Cursillo weekend #284 
at Camp Capers. 

and Saturday;) Bake Sale - Nov. 24 
(Sunday;) and Taters & Treasures - 
Feb. 9, 2020 (Sunday.) All women 
of our parish are members of ECW: 
your involvement/participation is 
up to you. At our monthly meetings, 
we experience fellowship, food, 
prayer, and are enriched by pro-
grams. The Episcopal Church 
Women’s mission is to empower the 
women of St. Francis by the Lake to 
carry on Christ’s work in the parish, 
the community, and throughout the 
world. For more information, please 
call Ronnie Harper-Schwakhofer, 
(210) 885-6886. 
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The Franciscan 
 

A monthly publication of 
 

St. Francis by the Lake 
 

Episcopal Church 
 

The Rev. David Chalk, Rector 
 

Editors 
 

Maury Meyer: Editor in Chief 
                      maurymeyer@gmail.com 
 

Janet Pollock: Asst., Layout & Design 
                                 francis@gvtc.com 
 

Linda Hillin: Asst., & Photographer 
                                hillins2@gvtc.com 
 

What’s happening 
 

Daughters of the King (DOK) 
will be on summer break until the 
group starts up again on Sept. 25 
at 12:30 p.m. in the parish hall 
after the 11:30 a.m. Eucharist. 

 

Episcopal Church Women 
(ECW) will meet on Thursday, 
July 11, for the summer’s birthday 
event at 11:30 a.m., at Maury 
Meyer’s home. (See article, p. 4.) 

 

Scripture Study Group is an in-
formal study that meets at 10:00 
a.m. on Wednesdays in the parish 
hall, followed by Eucharist. 

 

Vestry meets the second Sunday of 
each month. The group will meet 
June 9 and July 14 at 12:15 p.m. in 
the parish hall. 

 

Adult Sunday School meets most 
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the parish 
hall. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on 
the fourth Monday of each month 
at 1:00 p.m. The group decides at 
their meeting where the next get-
together will take place. 

 

Al-Anon meets every Saturday at 
10:00 a.m. in Jones Hall. 

 

NA (Narcotics Anonymous) meets 
every Sunday at 7:00 p.m. in Jones 
Hall. 

 

Caregiver Support Group meets 
every third Monday (June 17 and 
July 15) of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. in the parish hall. 

 

COH Circle of Care meets in the 
parish hall every first Sunday of 
the month. 

 

St. Francis Book Club meets at 
6:30 p.m. every first Monday of 
the month in the parish hall.  

 

Men’s Gathering meets every 
second Saturday (June 8 and July 

June & July 
anniversaries 

Mark your calendars 
 

June 2 - United Thank Offer-
ing Ingathering 
 

June 7-9 - COHI Conference 
 

June 11-18 - Navajoland Mis-
sion Trip 

June & July 
birthdays 

13) of the month at 9:30 a.m. in 
the parish hall. 

 

Second Saturday Diocesan Mini 
Retreat meets each month on the 
2nd Saturday at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Bishop Jones Center. On beautiful 
grounds, the time is for contem-
plative silence and fellow-ship. (If 
you would like to carpool, there 
are several woman from St. 
Francis that would be glad to have 
you join them. Please call the St. 
Francis office (830) 964-3820 for 
more information.) 

Shirley Duren        6/4 
Connie Clark        6/6 
Bella Huneau        6/7 
Sterling Wehner       6/9 
Chitt Chittenden     6/10 
Josie Loria       6/15 
Ken Patla       6/15 
Bette Wehner      6/16 
Reagan Pollock      6/17 
Pennie Curry      6/23 
Susan Kelch      6/27 
Judy McClendon     6/27 
Tatiana Hoecker     6/28 
Chris Benham      6/30 

—————————–—— 
Cille Hardy         7/8 
Emily Hopkins        7/8 
Nancy Summers       7/9 
Deborah Cason     7/14 
Dorris Marlow      7/17 
Tom O’Bryant      7/17 
Chuck Schwakhofer    7/18 
Tom Meyer       7/20 
Phil Duncan      7/24 
Dale Calvert      7/27 
Tim Ellwood      7/27 
Lynn Zimmermann    7/27 
Bob Amos       7/28 
Clare Villarreal      7/29 
Kelsie Kirk       7/30 

Abel and Clare Villarreal     6/4 
Ward and Peggy Kelsey   6/10 
Hollis and Candace Fitch  6/17 
John and Ginger Rose   6/17 
Kevin and Valeska McHugh 6/18 
Phil and Emily Hopkins   6/27 
Don and Kay Stackhouse  6/30 

——————————–— 
Robbie and Natalie White    7/1 
Ken and Lynda Leadford    7/2 
Hollie Malone and Diane Thovson 
          7/10 
Bernie and Judy Frey    7/14 
Gloria and Dwain Glass   7/14 
J. P. and Cindy Smith    7/17 
Burnham Jones and Betty Colley 
          7/18 
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MOVING SOON TO 
NEW BUILDING! 

 

NEED VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH PACKING, 
MOVING, UNPACKING & OTHER TASKS:   

 

Coordinators listed below: 
 

Packing & unpacking of all areas - Tamara Huneau 
(830) 837-1623 

Organizing kitchen and pantry - Tricia Jones (512) 
497-2297 

Moving Labor - Mike Maciejewski (713) 252-4547 
Communication (Parish & Public) Create hand-

outs to celebrate the transition to new space, 
new ministries & articles for local newspaper 
and our diocese - Jeri Balcom (210) 332-2837 

Celebrations - develop ways to celebrate the tran-
sition to new spaces & new ministries - Linda 
Bosenbark (830) 237-1301 

Prayers for smooth transition - Jeanne Slupik (210) 
563-4038 

Music & Choir Room - ensure smooth transition 
of items to new location - Julie Chalk (830) 719-
2425 

 

MOVING UPDATES WILL BE POSTED IN WEEKLY 
GOOD NEWS PUBLICATION. A SIGN UP SHEET TO 
VOLUNTEER WILL ALSO BE PLACED IN THE 
NARTHEX. 
 

What is in a …      (Cont’d from page 1) 
 

associated donors, maintain an in-
ventory, and provide a history of 
donations.  
       We will be relying on donations 
for many of the Parish’s wants and 
needs. The committee will maintain 
a “Wish List” of items needed for 
the move into the MOC. Initially, 
office furnishings will be a priority 
on this list. As we live into our new 
space, all Parish Members will be 
involved in identifying additional 
items that should be added to the 
“Wish List”. You will be hearing 
more about this in the near future. 
       Utilizing guidance from the 
DWTX, the Parish Treasurer, and 
input from the Gift Committee, 
policies and procedures for evaluat-
ing/accepting gifts are being devel-
oped. When finalized, these policies 

and procedures will be shared with 
the parish. 
       There will be no change to the 
existing procedures for handling 
cash and marketable securities do-
nations that are currently handled 
by the Treasurer. It is anticipated 
that “tangible personal property” 
will be the primary type of donation 
considered by the Gift Committee. 
Although all criteria have not yet 
been formalized, there are certain 
questions that will be applied (as 
outlined in the Diocesan Gift Ac-
ceptance Policy): 
· Does the property fulfill the 
mission of the Parish? 
· Is the property marketable? 
· Are there any undue restrictions 
on the use, display, or sale of the 
property? 

· Are there any carrying costs for 
the property? 
       You will continue to be in-
formed about Gift Committee poli-
cies/procedures, “Wish List” needs, 
and all other Gift Committee activi-
ties that impact the parish. If you 
have any items you would like to 
donate, please contact a member of 
the Gift Committee to determine if 
the Gift Committee should be in-
volved. We ask for your patience as 
we continue to refine our proce-
dures and processes. This will be a 
learning process for all of us. St. 
Francis by the Lake is a wonderful 
parish with generous and thoughtful 
donors and the Gift Committee 
wants to stress that we are grateful 
for your donations and gifts. 

From the Sr. …     (Cont’d from page 1) 
 

(“Have you met Jesus?”), but just a 
reminder that you are being prayed 
for and you do matter. If you have 
any needs, you can tell your personal 
monthly Vestry person. He or she 
can add that concern to their prayers. 
We want to pray for you the person, 
your family, your needs, and your 
spiritual and personal growth. 
       The importance of prayer is 
simple. God listens to prayer. God 
responds to prayer. 
       John 17, 20-23 (NIV) “My pray-
er is not for them alone. I pray also 
for those who will believe in me 
through their message, that all of 
them may be one, Father, just as you 
are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me. I have 
given them the glory that you gave 
me, that they may be one as we are 
one— I in them and you in me—so 
that they may be brought to com-
plete unity. Then the world will know 
that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me.” 
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any form until the 5th Century. 
       The Episcopal Church has the 
wonderful tradition of Anglican 
chant. Anglican chant matured dur-
ing the English Reformation, but has 
been in existence from the earliest 
times of Christianity. Composers 
took the melody-only plain chants of 
the Roman Church and began to add 
harmony (not unlike the Slavic 
Church.) Over time, composers be-
gan writing their own chant tunes 
with harmonies, and the rich body of 
literature we now know as Anglican 
chant was born. It continues to grow 
and expand to this day as new com-
posers add their chants. The com-
poser Franz Joseph Haydn is said to 
have visited St. Paul’s, London, on 
one of his trips to England, and up-
on hearing Anglican Chant for the 
first time, he declared it the most 
beautiful music he had ever heard. 
       In recent years, many have 
thought Anglican chant too difficult 
for general congregational singing. 
(Forty years ago, while I held a job 
as Director of Music at a “low” 
Episcopal parish in graduate school, 
I was told that all Episcopalians 
grew up learning how to read psalm 
“pointing” (the little lines and dots 
that mark how the words fit the   
music of the chant,) so they could 
sing the psalms and canticles in wor-
ship. But, that does not really seem 
to true, and as a consequence of the 
perceived difficulty, many use the 
“responsorial” form of chanting the 
psalms, in which a line or phrase from 

the psalm is selected to use as a re-
frain to be sung at the beginning and 
end of the psalm as well as after some 

of the verses. This is the form we’ve 
been using at St. Francis. If you 
would like to know more about sing-
ing Anglican chant, you can look up 
“Introduction to Anglican Chant” 
on Youtube.com and you will find a 
good explanation of following the 

Singing 
Psalms 
By John Stump 
Parish Musician 

st.francismusic@yahoo.com 

As regular attendees at the 10:30 
a.m. service know, we’ve been sing-
ing the psalm since the beginning of 
Lent. So I thought for my first arti-
cle for The Franciscan I would write a 
little bit about psalm singing, both 
in Jewish and Christian liturgies. 
The psalms were always meant to 
be sung in one form or another. [In 
fact, the word “psalm” means “the 
words accompanying the music.”] 
Their poetic form can present some 
difficulties for singing as they do 
not have a regular meter or rhyme 
scheme as we expect in modern 
western poetry. As a consequence, 
various forms of chanting have 
been developed in which several 
words are recited to one note. The 
length of this note will vary, de-
pending on how many words have 
to be sung to that particular note. 
In most chant forms, this long (or 
short) reciting note is followed by 
two, three, or four notes that 
change to accommodate the words 
at the end of each line of a psalm. 
       We have little to no way of 
knowing what the music sounded 
like at the beginning of psalm sing-
ing. It was an oral tradition passed 
down from generation to generation. 
What remains today may bear little 
to no resemblance to the music 
used three or four thousand years 
ago. While Jewish singing of the 
psalms influenced the early Church, 
we’re not sure how it evolved from 
that to the plainchant, which became 
Gregorian Chant, since it wasn’t 
notated in the Western Church in 

 pointing. You will also be able to 
find some wonderful recordings of 
the Psalms being sung by some of 
the great choirs of the Anglican 
Church. 
       Another very common method 
of singing the psalm is the metrical 
Psalm. In this form, the irregular 
meter and form of the original 
psalm is rewritten and paraphrased 
to make it conform to a regular me-
ter (and sometimes rhyme scheme.) 
This allows it to be sung to a hymn 
tune as all of the verses will then have 
the metrical scheme. Metrical Psalm 
tunes were developed primarily in 
the Calvinist and Dutch Reformed 
Churches where they remain popular 
to this day. Indeed, in some branches 
of the Reformed Church tradition, 
psalms are the only hymns allowed 
to be sung. Probably the best known 
metrical psalm is “All People that on 
Earth Do Dwell,” a metrical para-
phrase of Psalm 100. The hymn tune 
used for this is known as Old 100th 
(known to many as the Doxology.) 
Many hymn tunes have names such 
as Old 124th, or Old 148th, indicat-
ing they were originally written to be 
used for the singing of a Psalm. 
Here at St. Francis we used a met-
rical setting of the psalm for Maundy 
Thursday in the service in the parish 
hall. We will use more metrical 
psalms during the summer. 
       Other forms of singing the 
psalms we might use in the future 
include Gelineau Psalms (in which 
the notes move along at a regular 
beat, syllables are divided among the 
notes, and no notes are varied in 
length for a different number of syl-
lables,) and Gregorian plain chant. 
       It is the choir’s hope that every-
one finds spiritual fulfillment in 
psalm singing and that you will par-
ticipate by singing the Response — 
possibly even the entire psalm! 
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Our Mission 
Statement 

 

As Children of God we, at St. Francis 
by the Lake, are committed to living, 
learning, and sharing the love of Christ, 
the Word of God, and the power of the 
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our 
communities, and the world. 

 

hands-on volunteers are staying 
busy with final cabinet and counter-
top specifications and ordering for 
the kitchen and St. Francis room, 
installing wiring for security sys-
tems, ordering blinds, installing the 
water softener, and a few other 

tasks. Please keep your prayers 
coming - I am praying we will begin 
moving in before June is over. 

(L to R): Anne Cain, Susan Kelch, Brenda Klaftenegger, Ronnie Harper-Schwakhofer, Becki 
Nichols, and Carlie Maciejewski were the ECW officers installed by Fr. David on May 19 at 
the 10:30 a.m. service. See ECW article on page 4. 

Tricia Jones accepts a thank you gift for 
her service as the outgoing ECW Presi-
dent. Thank you Tricia for a great job 
leading with the help of all St. Francis 
women. 

Ministry and 
Outreach Center 
Update 
By Maury Meyer, Building Com-
mittee Chair 

After waiting for approximately 
one month, we finally have electric 
power to the Ministry and Out-
reach Center. This wait has held up 
completion of the building, but 
things should progress very quickly 
over the next three to four weeks. 
Wunderlich Builders will be com-
pleting the access ramps and con-
crete pads for the air conditioner 
(AC) units, installing and testing the 
AC systems, finishing final electri-
cal hookups and checks, complet-
ing the septic system, and installing 
the ceiling tiles, followed by obtain-
ing fire marshal approval and occu-
pancy certificates. While this is all 
happening, the Building Committee 
members and other wonderful 


