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Family Promise
in April
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chairman

Monday Apr. 30, St. Francis was
responsible for the evening meal,
and also the 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
family time at St. Andrew Lutheran
Church for the Family Promise clients.
Staci Brian was the meal coordinator,
and was assisted by Emma Brian,
Trisha Jones, and Betty Morris. The
two mothers and five children were
treated to beef and chicken enchiladas, salad, beans, and pudding with
whipped cream.
Don Stackhouse, Linda Harkness, and of course Frenchie, provided the support for the 7:00 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m. family time. Frenchie
took the lead in entertaining the
children.
Thanks to all who once again
supported this great ministry on behalf of St. Francis.
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location (home, restaurant, park,
etc.,) chosen by the host who provides the main course. Other group
members bring appetizers, salad, vegetables, or dessert. The host emails
the other members to work out the
date and time of the FEAST, and to
tell them what the main course will
be. Other members respond “Reply
to All” to say what they will provide. Wine and beer may be served,
but no hard liquor. The first person
listed in a group
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has agreed to have the July FEAST.
If you are on the FEAST list
now, you need do nothing. If you
have questions or would like to be
added, please email or call Betty
Morris, bmorris@gvtc.com, (830)
515-8659.
FEAST groups have been
meeting since 2000, so they must be
successful and fun. We would love
to have you join us. Current lists
with more information are in the
narthex.

New Feast groups
forming
By Betty Morris
New Friends Eating and Sharing
Together (FEAST) groups will be
formed for July through December.
These dinner groups are a wonderful way to get to know your fellow
Franciscans and we especially welcome new members of St. Francis.
The groups meet once a month in a

On Sunday, May 27, Valerie Kirk received a prayer
from Fr. Gordon for safe travels and protection for
her Christian Veterinary Mission to Haiti, June 3 to
11. The St. Francis parishioners all wished her the
best with her teaching mission and safe return
home.
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A Priest’s Sabbath?
The Diocese of
West Texas Clergy
Sabbatical Policy
explains that
“Sabbatical time for clergy invites
participation in the rhythm established in creation, a rhythm of creativity and work, followed by restoration and renewal. In the pattern of
our Lord’s life we see intense activity
and contact with people alternating
with time apart, time to listen, and
to be replenished. Clergy sabbatical
time is necessary for the ongoing
growth, nourishment, and renewal
of those who are ordained to lead
the people of God and the congregations which they serve. Sabbatical
allows space and time for the renewal of vision and hope, through
the gift of rest from regular work
schedules. The daily pressures of
parochial ministry can obscure the
vocation that is the foundation of
the profession; sabbatical leave allows clergy the opportunity to listen
to the call of the living God and to
discern direction for ministry.”

“Sabbatical allows space and
time for the renewal of
vision and hope, through the
gift of rest from regular
work schedules.”
With that in mind, I begin this
by saying how appreciative I am to
the vestry for permitting me to engage in preparations for the first
sabbatical of my ordained ministry
(28+ years—many clergy take sabbaticals every 7 years.) I have a committee of about five persons who
will help me think through and plan;
Patricia Perea has agreed to head
this. Sr. Warden Linda Bosenbark is
involved at every step, and the vestry
is engaged! Please begin to include
this experience and these people in
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your daily prayers. And stay tuned
for more information to follow.
pax et bonum,
Fr. David

Thank
you!
THANK YOU to all who turned
out for the May potluck Dinner and a
Movie! The meal was delicious with
so many dishes that reminded us of
family and treasured times. After
dinner, Community of Hope sponsored the movie “Alive Inside: A
Story of Music and Memories.” It
was fabulous. There were some sniffles and tears, because dementia
takes so much from all of us, but
the big message was of hope and
joy! If you missed the movie and
would like to see it, there are several
ways you can make it happen. Julie
Chalk will loan out her copy of the
DVD. The movie is on Netflix. You
can rent a DVD from Amazon. You
can buy the DVD from Amazon. If
you would like more information
about the movie, please contact Julie
or Tricia Jones.

The Parish
By Jim Kelch, Vestry and Choir
Member
Fr. David shared a somewhat humorous “evaluation” form handed
out to Secret Mystery Shoppers –
well, church goers. The following
are the questions:
1. The Parish?
2. Denomination?
3. The Neighborhood?
4. The liturgical cast…
Let’s take those four first. We know
about our parish. It’s a sweet, not too
big, not too small place with mostly
really nice people who greet visitors and
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friends at the door. We should know
our denomination by the lovely cross
flag and the word “Episcopal” out
front. Our neighborhood is a tough one.
Our members drive a lot of miles to get
there… some run to it for exercise. The
liturgical cast is a cast of characters, for
sure. Our priests are seasoned and able,
our LEMs and assorted acolytes (who
are very assorted) carry out their service
ably.

5. What was the name of the service?
6. How full was the building?
7. Did anyone welcome you personally?
8. Was your pew comfortable?
Now these four: “Hi, I’m Jim from
10:30,” is how I identify myself to
those foreigners from the early service at
the All-together Now Service. That’s a
pretty full service, almost reminiscent of
Easter, Christmas, and other High
Holy days. Number Seven is important
to me. Susan and I went to one very
large church, which shall remain nameless, while we were looking for St.
Francis, and twice were met with NO
welcomes, hellos, or who-the-heck-areyous. That made coming back to St.
Francis a no-brainer.
Number eight is immaterial since
Lazy Boy hasn’t gone into the pew
business yet.
9. How would you describe the pre
-service atmosphere?
10. What were the exact opening
words of the service?
(Continued on page 6)

2018
Upcoming
events:
Sept. 27 - 30: Cursillo weekend
#280 at Mustang Island Conference
Center.
Nov. 8-11: Cursillo weekend #281
at Camp Capers.

www.saintfrancisbythelake.org
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Treasurer’s
report

Greetings All,
We continue with good financials as of May 31, 2018.
General Operations continues to run a deficit, with year to date being signifiBy Robert Amos
cantly better than the approved budget.
Email:
treasure@gvtc.com The Capital Campaign continues to do very well. Contributions increased significantly this month putting us well ahead for this year and the three-year campaign.
Debt Retirement also continues on track.
The Endowment Fund continues to show a modest increase year to date.
As we move into summer, it is easy to fall behind on pledges and contributions. We are doing well so far this
year. Please be aware and try to stay current.
Thank you all so much for your faithfulness and generosity.
Operations:
Revenues: Contributions to the General Fund are $104,540.84 year to date, which is $5010.16 less than expected.
Expenditures: Expenditures were $108,868.50 which is lower (better) than expected by $9,445.50.
Balance (Revenue minus Expenditures): The resulting deficit is $4,327.66. This is better than last month and
better than what was budgeted. We expected a deficit of $8,763.00 through May 31.
Capital:
Capital Campaign: Contributions to the Capital Campaign are $77,215.28 through May 31, with total contributions of $327,876.84. This is well ahead of plan.
Debt Retirement: Debt retirement contributions are $8,321.00 year to date and are exactly on plan. The Debt
Retirement Fund contains a total of $20,648.62.
Endowment Fund: The balance in the endowment fund is $52,343.67. This represents an increase of $726.28
year to date.
Our funds as of May 31, 2018:
General Operating:
$
27,572.12
Debt Retirement:
$
20,648.62
Building Fund:
$
35,424.16
Capital Campaign Fund: $ 327,876.83
Endowment Fund:
$
52,343.67
Our debts as of May 31, 2018:
Church mortgage balance: $ 30,000
Ministry and Outreach Center Update
Good news! We have been approved for the long term loan from the Crump Foundation. Also, a line of credit
has been approved by Frost Bank for construction and a short term bridge loan. Contracts and loan origination are
continuing with DWTX involvement. Lastly, our contract with our builder has been reviewed by DWTX and discussed with the builder. It is in final stages of preparation. We continue to make progress.
If you have any comments or questions, or if you would like to discuss a pledge or contribution, please feel free
to contact me at treasure@gvtc.com.
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Episcopal
Church
Women
update

The Franciscan
monthly meetings are enriching and
fun, but attendance is not required
for ECW membership. For more
information about ECW, please call
Tricia Jones at (512) 497-2297.

Practical

Class instruction focuses on posture, breathing, stretching, balance,
form, and light exercise.
Instructor: Jeanne Slupik
When: Wednesdays and Fridays
from 8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Where: Parish hall. Please wear
comfortable clothing, and bring a
yoga mat.
Cost: Donations only, to benefit St.
Francis by the Lake.
Come join us!

By Tricia Jones, ECW President

“With all humility and gentleness,
and with patience, support each other in love.” Ephesians 4:2.
ECW celebrated Spring and the
beginning of summer with a wonderful, relaxing, and fun luncheon at
Valeska McHugh’s beautiful home.
The view, the company, and the food
were excellent! Thank you, Valeska,
for hosting us and to everyone who
brought food and participated.
There was good news to share.
Financial awards totaling $6,000
were announced. More information
is available in this publication and
the Good News.
ECW officers will be installed
on Sunday, June 3, at the 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service. Thank you to the
2017-2018 officers and to those who
have agreed to serve in 2018-2019.
The next ECW meeting is
Thursday, July 26, at 11:30 a.m. We
will celebrate summer birthdays with
an English Tea at Winnie Benson’s
home. Watch for more information
in the Good News, but put it on
your calendar now. This will be a
delightful experience.
The new officers are beginning
to plan for the fall and next year. If
you have suggestions or ideas, please
contact any one of the officers. Key
dates you can add to your calendar
are:
Oct. 5 and 6, Twice-Blessed
Rummage Sale (Susan Kelch, Chair,)
Nov. 18, Holiday Bake Sale, and
Feb. 17, 2019, Taters-NTreasures.
ALL women of the parish are
ECW members. Your participation
and involvement can be in any way
that fits your needs and schedule. Our
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Needs for
the CRRC
food pantry
Megan Lee Morris, granddaughter of
Trebor and Betty Morris, graduated from
Ursuline Academy, Dallas. She will attend
TCU on a swimming scholarship.

Address Updates:
(Cut and paste into your Directory)

Bette Wehner
bwehner2014@gmail.com

Reaching up…
Reaching out
Lord, what do you want to do
through me?
This is our parish. The time is now. Pray for
our Capital Campaign and our Stewardship
Campaign and ask God’s guidance in how
you are to join in the vision.
The floor plan of the Outreach and
Ministry Center is available in the Narthex.

Our local food pantry continues to
be in need of the following items:
plastic grocery bags;
toilet paper;
cereal;
spaghetti;
laundry detergent;
shampoo;
conditioner;
shower gels;
dish soap;
hand soap;
baby diapers - sizes 2, 3, 4, and 5,
and adult sizes, (both disposable and
cloth diapers;) and
toothbrush, toothpaste, and floss.
(When visiting the dentist each patient is
usually given a small bag that contains a
toothbrush, toothpaste and floss. As each of
us has our semi-annual checkups, please
consider bringing those to church for the
CRRC donation box. Thanks to Betty
Morris for that suggestion.)

All contributions are appreciated.
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What’s happening
Daughters of the King (DOK) is
on the fourth Wednesday of every
month (June 27) at 12:30 p.m.
The group will meet in the parish
hall after the 11:30 a.m. Eucharist.
Episcopal Church Women
(ECW) meets on the second
Thursday of the month (July 26)
at 11:30 a.m., in the parish hall.
(See article, p. 4.)
Scripture Study Group is an informal study that meets at 10:00
a.m. on Wednesdays in the parish
hall, followed by Eucharist.
Vestry meets the second Sunday of
each month. The group will meet
June 10 at 12:30 p.m. in the parish
hall.
Adult Sunday School meets most
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the parish
hall.
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on
the fourth Monday of each month
at 1:00 p.m. The group decides at
their meeting where the next gettogether will take place.
Evening Study Class meets at 6:30
p.m. on Tuesdays in the parish
hall.
Al-Anon meets every Saturday at
10:00 a.m. in Jones Hall.
NA (Narcotics Anonymous) meets
every Sunday at 7:00 p.m. in Jones
Hall.
Caregiver Support Group meets
every third Monday (June 18) of
the month at 7:00 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. in the parish hall.
COH Circle of Care will meet on
Sunday, June 3, at 12:15 p.m. in
the parish hall.
Second Saturday Diocesan Mini
Retreat meets each month on the
2nd Saturday at 9:00 a.m. at the
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Bishop Jones Center. On
beautiful grounds, the time is for
contemplative silence and fellowship. (If you would like to
carpool, there are several woman
from St. Francis that would be
glad to have you join them. Please
call the St. Francis office (830)
964-3820 for more information.)

June & July
birthdays
Shirley Duren
6/4
Bella Huneau
6/7
Sterling Wehner
6/9
Chitt Chittenden
6/10
Josie Loria
6/15
Ken Patla
6/15
Bette Wehner
6/16
Reagan Pollock
6/17
Pennie Curry
6/23
Susan Kelch
6/27
Judy McClendon
6/27
Tatiana Hoecker
6/28
Chris Benham
6/30
—————————–——
Ruth Hemphill
7/4
Cille Hardy
7/8
Emily Hopkins
7/8
Nancy Summers
7/9
Deborah Cason
7/14
Dorris Marlow
7/17
Chuck Schwakhofer
7/18
Tom Meyer
7/20
Dale Calvert
7/27
Lynn Zimmermann
7/27
Bob Amos
7/28
Clare Villarreal
7/29
Kelsie Kirk
7/30
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June & July
anniversaries
Abel and Clare Villarreal
6/4
Ward and Peggy Kelsey
6/10
Hollis and Candace Fitch
6/17
John and Ginger Rose
6/17
Kevin and Valeska McHugh 6/18
Phil and Emily Hopkins
6/27
Don and Kay Stackhouse
6/30
——————————–—
Robbie and Natalie White
7/1
Ken and Lynda Leadford
7/2
Bernie and Judy Frey
7/14
Gloria and Dwain Glass
7/14
J. P. and Cindy Smith
7/17
Ed Brown and Patricia Doyal 7/18
Burnham Jones and Betty Colley
7/18

Mark your calendars
June 7 - 5:30 p.m. - Special
choir practice.
June 25 - 29 - 9:00 a.m.-3:00
p.m. - Day Camp (VBS) at St.
Andrew Lutheran Church in
Startzville.

The Franciscan
A monthly publication of
St. Francis by the Lake
Episcopal Church
The Rev. David Chalk, Rector
Editors
Maury Meyer: Editor in Chief
maurymeyer@gmail.com
Janet Pollock: Asst., Layout & Design
francis@gvtc.com
Linda Hillin: Asst., & Photographer
hillins2@gvtc.com
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The Parish

(Cont’d from page 2)

11. What books did worshippers use
during the service?
12. What musical instruments were
used during the service?
13. Did anything distract you?
These five sort of go together. Pre-service
atmosphere here is Fr. David calling
the choir and assembled staff to hush
for prayer in the narthex; then the exact
opening words (off-the-cuff comments
prior to the announcement of the opening
hymn.) Books? Hymnal and BCP—
which you barely have to use, since
nearly everything is in the bulletin. (It
used to be so hard to be an Episcopalian!) The instruments… sometimes a
reluctant trumpet, almost always a
great flute and guitars, now a piano,
and an organ that is a place-holder.
Oh, and several voices, some good. Not
a requirement. Distractions? I assume
that’s like babies crying. Not a problem.
14. Was the worship stiff-upper-lip,
happy clappy, or… what?
15. Exactly how long was the sermon/homily/message?
16. On a scale of 1-10, how “good”
was the preacher?
17. In a nutshell, what was the sermon about?
I would describe our services, regardless
of the attending preacher staff, to be
just delightful and worthy of note taking. Not either of the italicized words.
Fr. Gordon: 10 minutes exactly. Fr.
David: we’re still unsure about that. I
do get irritated at the difference between
a homily and sermon and would prefer
the homily. Our preachers are VERY
good.
18. Which part of the service was
like being in Heaven?
19. And which part of the service
was like being in… er… the other place?
This is an easy one for me. The cleansing prayer I say before I receive the
Body and the Blood. The other part:
when I sing a solo (self-conscious person
that I am.)

The Franciscan
20. What happened when you hung
around after the service looking
lost?
21. How would you describe afterservice coffee time?
I don’t know how to answer number
20… I’ve never seen anyone lost –
someone is there to grab them and attempt to give them a coffee cup. Which
is good because we now have one of the
best organized after-service treats of any
church I know of.
22. How would you feel about making this place your regular spiritual home? (10=ecstatic,
0=terminal)
23. Did the service make you feel
glad to be a Christian?
24. What one thing will you remember about this place in seven
days’ time?
These three questions you’ll
have to answer yourself about
our church home.
What makes St. Francis your home?
It makes me glad I am a Christian and
I hope it does you, too. What will you
remember in seven days? A lot… if you
take notes and share them with others.
Respectfully Submitted,
James R. Kelch
Vestry and Choir Member

Disbursing ECW
funds 2017-2018
By Tricia Jones, ECW President
Thanks to the hard work of so many,
ECW has raised just over $9,000 to
support the parish and the larger
community. ECW Officers have put
aside $2,000 for the kitchen in the
new building (rolling fund $500 per
year since 2015,) $300 for one scholarship for a 2018 graduating senior,
and $150 for Books of Common
Prayer for new confirmands and
those received.
The ECW Executive Board recommended $6,000 be made available
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for award to organizations and funds
that support needs in our community,
diocese and the world. Eighteen
women responded with their suggestions. The amounts awarded below
are the average of the 18 responses
(with a little adjusting for rounding
and to reach the $6,000 target.)
Thank you for your participation in
this process!
$1,400 Communities in Schools,
$ 450 Good Samaritan Center,
San Antonio,
$ 135 Church Periodical Club,
$ 370 Honduras Scholarship
Fund,
$ 250 Scholarships for St.
Francis women (to assist in attending Cursillo, Gatherings, etc.,)
$ 265 Rector’s discretionary
fund,
$ 400 Family Promise,
$ 400 CRRC Food Bank/
General Fund,
$ 350 CRRC Building Fund,
$ 150 Canyon Lake Animal
Shelter,
$ 380 St. Francis DOK Backpack Ministry,
$ 50
DWTX World Missions,
$ 75
DWTX College Ministry,
$ 75
DWTX Open Table
Ministry,
$ 100 DWTX Magdalen
House Ministry,
$ 200 Crisis Center of Comal
County,
$ 115 Veterans Services (local
agency to be identified,)
$ 25
St Francis Building Fund
(Not Kitchen Fund,) and
Hurricane Harvey Recovery:
Rector Discretionary Funds at:
$ 275 Trinity by the Sea, Port
Aransas,
$ 250 St Peters, Rockport,
$ 125 St Francis, Victoria,
$ 160 DWTX Disaster Relief
Fund.
$6,000 TOTAL
====

www.saintfrancisbythelake.org
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Musical
notes
By Julie Chalk
Parish Musician
jfrchalk@gmail.com
Happy Pentecost! We have now
entered the liturgical season which
will take us all the way to Advent!
We hope that you enjoyed the musical selections for the Easter season,
as well as Ascension, and the Feast
of Pentecost. We are trying to include something for everyone! As
we embark on the longest season in
the church year (and I don’t mean
summer!,) I encourage you to consider what your involvement might
be in the music ministry at St. Francis by the Lake. We do so appreciate
those of you who sing enthusiastically (even if not loudly) from your
favorite pew, and even if you believe you cannot sing, reading along
with the words contributes to our
worship together. If you are thinking about something more, I encourage you to consider sitting up
front with those of us who enjoy
not just singing, but singing and
leading together!
The choir continues to prepare
for the 10:30 a.m. worship service at
9:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. In
anticipation of anthems for summer, we also will be holding a special one-time practice on Thursday,
June 7, at 5:30 p.m., in the music
room. If you have been considering
joining the choir, this would be the
perfect time to “try it out” without
the pressure of coming on a Sunday
morning. All musical abilities are
welcome, and you will see we have a
lot of fun, in addition to the enjoyment of “making a joyful noise” and
preparing to help lead worship on
Sundays. If you have questions,

don’t hesitate to talk to any choir
member, or call me at (830) 2267273 or email me at
jfrchalk@gmail.com. I would be
delighted to hear from you!

The National ECW
Triennial meeting
is July 5 - 13.
The National ECW Triennial meeting is occurring on the same dates
and at the same location as the 79th
General Convention of The Episcopal Church, July 5-13, at the Austin
Convention Center, 500 E Cesar
Chavez St, Austin, Texas. A special
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event at the National ECW Triennial is the “Distinguished Woman”
Luncheon on Sunday, July 8. Our
own Linda Hillin is representing St.
Francis by the Lake AND the Diocese of West Texas. We thank you
Linda for your model of service,
sacrifice, devotion, and love for our
parish and community. Ladies and
Gentlemen, please mark your calendars to attend this luncheon on July
8. More information will be available soon. For more information and
the schedule of events for the 79th
General Convention and the National ECW Triennial Convention,
please check these web sites:
www.generalconvention.org or
www.ecwnational.org.

Thank you to all who helped with the
workday at St. Francis!
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Gloria Wildberger has conducted the
St. Frances Nursery Ministry for 20
years. She is wonderful with all children and certainly with our small St.
Frances youngsters. She provides bible
related activities, reads, and speaks
with the children each Sunday. Her
primary students today include, Bella,
Isabella, Layla, Macie, and Major. Gloria
has provided nursery services with as
few as one child and as many as 10.
When you pass Gloria, please stop and
tell her how much you and the parish
value her gentle kindness, spirit, and
support.

Caregiver Support
Group continues
to meet on third
Mondays
By Julie Chalk,
jfrchalk@gmail.com
“No one else understands the way
other caregivers do.” “I’ve learned a
lot about how to better communicate with my loved one.” “I now
understand why I need to take care
of myself so that I can take care of
my mother.” These quotations are
from participants of the Caregiver
Support Group at St. Francis by the
Lake, which has been meeting for
over a year now. Always welcoming
new members, this group is designed
for anyone who finds themselves in
a caregiving role, whether the individual being cared for has dementia,
another chronic illness, or both. If
you watch out for a loved one, regularly help them with tasks which
they used to do themselves, attend
appointments with them, or otherwise assist them with daily challenges, then you are a caregiver! You
qualify, even if you live far from
your loved one but are still involved
in helping to manage their health,
their care, and/or their daily activities. This group is an opportunity to
share your situation in a safe environment with others who understand the stresses (and joys) that
come with caregiving. Meetings are
scheduled for the third Monday of
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St. Francis by the Lake
P.O. Box 2031
Canyon Lake, TX 78133
(830)-964-3820
francis@gvtc.com
www.saintfrancisbythelake.org

Our Mission
Statement
As Children of God we, at St. Francis
by the Lake, are committed to living,
learning, and sharing the love of Christ,
the Word of God, and the power of the
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our
communities, and the world.

the month; our next two meetings
will be held on Monday, June 18
and Monday, July 16, 2018, from
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 pm in the parish
hall. Community of Hope members
(trained pastoral caregivers) have
expressed willingness to stay with
your loved one if needed, so that

you may attend the meeting. Please
feel free to call Julie Chalk, facilitator, at (830) 226-7273 or email her
at jfrchalk@gmail.com, if you
have questions or would like someone to stay with your loved one so
that you may attend. We look forward to having you join us!

