
The 
Franciscan 

St. Francis by the Lake 
Canyon Lake, Texas Volume XLI, Issue I January 2020 

Christmas bags under the Chrismon Tree: 
filled with food for family Christmas meals, 
they were taken to San Antonio’s Good Sa-
maritan Center. And the Angel Tree had 
many gifts under it for boys and girls. 

Sr. Warden: 
the holy days, 
remember the 
birth of Jesus. 
By Jim Kelch, 

james.r.kelch@gmail.com 

 

One of the blessings of the opening 
of our new Ministry and Outreach 
Center has been the St. Francis 
Room, our small meeting room 
where groups gather throughout the 
week. The Design Committee 
(Teresa St. John, Julie Chalk, Ann 
Patla, and Judy McClendon) has 
been meeting with a consultant and 
working hard to select the most 
comfortable, attractive, durable, and 
affordable furniture possible. Deci-
sions have been made and the vestry 
has approved the committee’s selec-
tions. The Design Committee is 
now in the process of ordering 24 
chairs (six with arms, 18 without) 
and five tables, which can be ar-
ranged in a variety of configurations, 
depending on the needs of the 
group using the room. The chairs 
and tables are similar to those in use 
in the meeting rooms at Tye Preston 
Memorial Library. Now is the per-
fect time for you to get involved in 
this important project! 
       Please consider participating in 
the furnishing of this beautiful and 
useful room by purchasing a chair 
or table. A single chair costs $224, a 
chair with arms costs $246, and a 
table costs $455. Please pray and see 
if God is leading you to help furnish 
this room by purchasing a chair or 
table (or more than one!) If you 
choose to do so, checks may be 
made out to St. Francis by the 
Lake, with a memo stating 

“Fixtures and Furnishings.” 
Checks may be given to Bob 
Amos (Treasurer) or left in his 
box in the office or placed in the 
offering plate on Sunday morning. 
       Thank you for considering 
this important gift, one which will 
last for a long time and which will 
benefit our community for years 
to come! 

Furniture selected 
for St. Francis 
Room 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all 
our troubles, so that we can comfort those in 
any trouble with the comfort we ourselves re-
ceive from God. 
       Not many people had to deal with 
discomfort like St. Paul. His travails 
ranged from snake bites to shipwrecks, 
loss of friends for faith, foreign travel, 
and prison. Plus, St. Paul had to deal 
with persecution from the very people 
God sent Jesus to save. Faith was his 
ally.  
       We were reminded during the ho-
ly season of the most blessed birth of 
Jesus, not to try to “fix” those who 
grieve this season, but to support and 
love those who aren’t in a position to 
express the joy of the birth of the very 
person sent to be an ally in their time 
of trial. We cannot control others; 
even if our outward sense were to 
comfort, just as Jesus comforted. In 
this sense, we can understand that Je-
sus is the power in our lives. He leads 
us to do what we can for others: to 
those who suffer unbelief, those who 
are ill, those who are infirm, those who 
are addicts, and those who have little 
or no means for subsistence in our 
community.  
            
              (Continued on page 2) 
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Dear friends, 

The New Year is 
upon us! I often 
spend quite a bit 
of time (as in, all 
of Advent) con-
templating my 

“resolutions.” I’ve been intentionally 
at it for quite a few years now: so 
much so, that it runs the risk of be-
coming rote and less than whole-
hearted. When this threatens, I turn 
to my Elders for help and wisdom. 
 

“… this New Year’s 
Resolution... Means, I 

must be quite intentional 
about building roads and 
bridges between myself 

and others.” 
 
       One day the Elder met a holy 
ascetic in the forest and asked him 
“Tell me, father, when will the end 
of the world come?” The righteous 
one, who practiced silence and still-
ness, said “You know when the end 
of the world will come? When a 
road will not exist from one neigh-
borhood to another.” [That is, when 
love does not exist between two persons.] 
       And so, this New Year’s resolu-
tion for me means I must be quite 
intentional about building roads and 
bridges between myself and others. I 
must work at keeping lines of com-
munication open. It doesn’t matter 
that so-and-so hasn’t reached out to 
me in 30 years. It doesn’t matter 
that we haven’t ever been invited to 
x, y, or z. What matters is that I put 
in the effort. I build the road, build 
the bridge, clear the path, and re-
move the obstructions. And then I 
travel on them. 
       Teddy Roosevelt said it this 
way, “Someone’s usefulness depends 
upon their living up to their ideals, 
insofar as they can.” Jean-Luc Picard 
would say, “Darmok and Jalad at 
Tanagra.” The Apostle Paul said it 
this way, “If it’s possible, as far as it 
depends on you, live at peace with 

Lord, you are our Why! 
This is our parish: the time is now. Pray for 
our Stewardship. Ask God’s guidance 
about “how am I to share in the vision.” 

Reaching 
up… 
Reaching 
out… 

Growing Something 
Eternal! 

everyone.” (Romans 12.8) 
       Finally, riffing on an old Irish 
Blessing, “May all the roads rise to 
meet you…” 
       Faithfully, and praying for you 
to have a Blessed New Year, 
       Fr. David 

 

From the Sr. Warden …  
(Cont’d from page 1) 
 

       Our Bethlehem (i.e., Canyon 
Lake), is in need of so many things. 
Our parish, through people like Ber-
nie Frey, provides for many. A big-
ger heart would be hard to find. Ber-
nie wore ten hats for many years, 
but he’s discerned that it is time to 
hand over the reigns. That means we 
need ten new volunteers to fill Ber-
nie’s hats and serve those in need.  
       Our Vestry (which I love) also 
has “term limits.” Positions are open 
every year due to terms ending. 
There’s choir, there’re opportunities 
in Brownsville, in Honduras, in Na-
vajoland…in Canyon Lake, and 
New Braunfels.  
       If you are Christ-called to provide 
for others through your talents, your 
time, or your treasure, there’s a place 
for you in our parish to provide for 
our “Bethlehem.”  
       Be that person who allows 
Christ to live through you. Listen for 
the Lord’s summons. Answer the 
call. You will be blessed. 
       I guarantee it. 

2020 
Upcoming 
events: 

 

Mar. 12-15: Cursillo #284 at Camp 
Capers. (Tommy Matthews, Rector; 
Fr. David Read, Spiritual Director.) 
 

Sep. 24-27: Cursillo #285 at Mus-
tang Island. (Lisa Sartorio, Rectora; 
Fr. Ram Lopez, Spiritual Director.) 
 

Nov. 12-15: Cursillo #286 at Camp 
Capers. 
 

Mar. 18-21, 2021: Cursillo #287 at 
Camp Capers. 
 

Sep. 30 - Oct. 3, 2021: Cursillo #288 
at Mustang Island. 

To: Users of the 
Great Hall 
By Maury Meyer 

Users of the Great Hall may have 
wondered about the four brown 
round plastic covers in each quadrant 
of the floor. These are electrical out-
lets that allow flexibility in the use of 
the room for A/V equipment, Christ-
mas trees, or anything else that re-
quires electricity and placement away 
from a wall. To use the plugs, un-
screw the center screw in the middle 
of the plastic cover and remove the 
inset oval plastic piece inside the 
round cover. Then, put it or them 
back! 
     PLEASE DO NOT TRY TO 
PRY the round cover up from the 
floor. This destroys the entire socket 
and cover, and breaks the floor tile. 
(Some curious soul did that to one 

plug cover —closest to the main en-
try—which then required the pur-
chase and installation of a new out-
let. 
       If you’re curious about some-
thing in the building, PLEASE ask: 
the Jr Warden, Fr. David, or me, 
BEFORE you do anything. It will 
save time, money, and frustration.. 
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Greetings all, 
 

Our finances at St. Francis by the Lake are continuing to do well this year.  
· Revenues are slightly better than planned.  
· Expenditures are significantly better than planned.  
· While we have an operations deficit, it is significantly less than anticipated. 
· The current Capital Campaign is being completed and doing well. Contribu-

tions to the new campaign have started.  
· Debt Retirement Fund is doing well.   
· Endowment Fund has grown significantly this year.  

 

       Thank you for your continued contributions and faithfulness. Your generosity and sacrificial giving is one im-
portant way for St. Francis by the Lake to fulfill and grow our ministries.  
 

       Below is a summary of our financial condition through November 30, 2019.  
 

Operations - Better than planned.  
       Revenues: Total revenue is $230,690.13 which is slightly higher (better) than planned by $343.13.  
       Expenditures: Expenditures are $244,735.65 which is significantly better than expected by $7,411.35.  
       Balance (Revenue minus Expenditures): We have a deficit of $14,045.52 which is $7,754.48 better than planned. 
 

Capital - Doing well.  
       Capital Campaign: Contributions year to date are $71,303.43. Total contributions to the campaign are $493,477.26. 
Fund balance is $31,181.41. 
       Debt Retirement: Contributions are $29,485.00 year to date. The Debt Retirement Fund contains a balance of 
$37,701.62.  
 

Endowment Fund - Continues to do very well. 
Total in the fund contains $110,153.77.  
 

      Our funds as of October 31, 2019: 
 

       General Operating              $         2,250.22 
       Debt Retirement                 $       37,701.62 
       Capital Campaign Fund      $       31,181.41 
       Endowment Fund              $      110,153.77 
 

       Debt: 
       Frost Bank - Line of Credit:  $  145,438.38 
       Crump Foundation:               $  450,000.00 
 

       The negative balance in the General Fund is a temporary condition. It will improve by year end, as pledge payments 
catch up. We should have a slightly positive balance by year end. The vestry approved budget for 2019 expected a siza-
ble, but manageable deficit, which would have required transfers from other funds. We are doing much better than ex-
pected and do not anticipate requiring those fund transfers.  
       Thank you for your generous response to our Annual Christian Stewardship Campaign. Your pledges for Opera-
tions, Debt Retirement, and the new Capital Campaign are very much appreciated. I will report on final results during 
our annual meeting in January 2020.  
       If you have any comments or questions, or if you would like to discuss a pledge or contribution, please feel free to 
contact me at treasure@gvtc.com. 

Treasurer’s 
report 
By Robert Amos 
Email: 
treasure@gvtc.com 

Race for the Pantry 
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chairman 

Saturday, Dec. 21, broke cool but 
dry for the 4th annual Race to the Pan-
try, which was held at the CRRC rec 
center. 5 & 10K races were held, 
along with a 1 mile fitness walk and 
a kids’ 1K. A total of 177 individuals 

registered for the events, which, 
with the addition of sponsors, raised 
enough money to provide 60,000+ 
meals through the food pantry. Last 
year, the food pantry provided food 
assistance to 8,300 individuals. That 
number is expected to grow this year 
and in years to come. 
       Full results can be found at  

https://www.athleteguild.com/
running/canyon-lake-tx/2019-
race-to-the-pantry/results. Pictures 
from the race have been uploaded to 
the race web site, 
www.racetothepantry.com. 
       The success of this event  
required many volunteers for a wide  
           

             (Continued on page 6)  



January 2020 The Franciscan Page 4 

Needs for 
the CRRC 

food pantry 
 

Our local food pantry continues to 
be in need of the following items: 

 

toothpaste & toothbrushes;  
 

macaroni & cheese;  
 

spaghetti; 
 

jelly; 
 

sugar & creamer; 
 

canned green beans; 
 

canned corn; 
 

mixed vegetables (frozen or canned;) 
 

canned fruit; 
 

assorted soups; 
 

cereal; 
 

empty egg cartons; 
 

plastic grocery bags; 
 

toilet paper;  
 

& diapers - sizes 2, 3, 4, and 5, 
plus adult sizes (disposable & cloth) 

 

All contributions are greatly appreciated. 

Episcopal 
Church 
Women 
(ECW) 

update 
By Carlie Maciejewski for Ronnie 
Harper-Schwakhofer, ECW Presi-
dent 

December was filled with many ac-
tivities that were fun ,as well as in-
sightful! The season started with the 
ECW Advent party on Saturday, 
Dec. 7, in the Great Hall of the new 
Ministry and Outreach Center 
(MOC.) Everyone enjoyed great 
food, Christmas music, and fellow-
ship.  
       CRRC’s annual North Pole Vil-
lage was magical again this year, 
thanks to all the volunteers and 
CRRC employees who organized, 
set-up, and staffed the village.  
       On Dec. 22 (date change,) our 
annual ECW Bake Sale was held. 
Many thanks to everyone who 
baked, cooked, and purchased items! 
       All women are invited to the 
ECW monthly general membership 
meeting on Jan. 9 in the Great Hall. 
Our guest speaker will be a member 
of the Pilot Club of Canyon Lake. 
       Be sure and mark your calendar 
for our annual “Taters-N-
Treasurers FUNd-raiser” luncheon 
to be held on Sunday, Feb. 9. We’ll 
host a Baked Potato Lunch and Si-
lent Auction. Hear more about it in 
the Good News weekly publication.  
       Have a very happy and blessed 
New Year! 

The TAGT (Texas Association for 
the Gifted & Talented) named Shei-
la Mulbry as 2019 Educator of the 
Gifted. Sheila is the lead G/T 
Teacher at Lockhart Independent 
School District. Sheila is a constant 
advocate for gifted students and 
their special needs, and has present-
ed staff development on gifted edu-
cation for the past 15 years. She has 
bachelor’s degrees in humanities 
and elementary education, and holds 
ESL and gifted endorsements from 
the state. Sheila has served TAGT 
in multiple leadership positions and 
task forces. Prior to moving to 
Lockhart ISD, she served as an Ele-
mentary Gifted Specialist with 
Round Rock ISD, where she helped 
create curriculum, led staff develop-
ment for the district, and mentored 
several gifted specialists. A lifelong 
learner, Sheila participates in trivia 
events almost weekly. In addition, 
she enjoys presenting about the 
many benefits of curiosity and won-
der. Flexibility, a sense of humor, 
and an understanding of the needs 
of the gifted drive her philosophy in 
the classroom.  

  

Bernie Frey (center) introduced “Mr. Celery” 
(aka Tom Meyer,) while Fr. David tries to con-
tain his mirth. Mr. Celery helped CRRC’s 
Race for the Pantry (Dec. 21,) raise funds for 
the food pantry. 

2019 
TAGT Ed-
ucator of 
the Gifted 
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What’s happening 
 

Daughters of the King (DOK) 
meets Jan. 22 at 12:30 p.m. in the 
St. Francis Room (after the 11:30 
a.m. Eucharist) 

 

Episcopal Church Women 
(ECW) meets Thursday, Jan. 9, at 
11:30 a.m., in the Great Hall. (See 
article, p. 4.) 

 

Scripture Study Group meets at 
10:00 a.m., Wednesdays in the St. 
Francis Room, followed by 
Eucharist. 

 

Vestry usually meets 2nd Sunday 
each month. In Jan, we meet the 
19th at 12:15 p.m. in the St. 
Francis Room. 

 

Adult Sunday School meets most 
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the St. 
Francis Room. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on 
the fourth Monday of each month 
at 1:00 p.m. The group decides at 
their meeting where the next get-
together will take place. 

 

AA meets Monday, Thursday, and 
Friday at noon in Jones Hall, and 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Al-Anon meets Tuesday at 6:30 
p.m., and Saturday at 10:00 a.m. in 
Jones Hall. 

 

Caregiver Support Group meets 
on third Mondays (Jan. 20) from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the St. 
Francis Room. 

 

COH/Circle of Care meets in the 
St. Francis Room 1st Sundays at 
12:15 p.m. 

 

The Book Club meets at 6:30 p.m. 
first Mondays in the St. Francis 
Room.  

 

Gathering of Men meets 2nd 
Saturdays (Jan. 11) at 9:30 a.m. in 
the St. Francis Room. 

 

Second Saturday Diocesan Mini 
Retreat meets each month on the 

January 
anniversaries 

Mark your calendars 
 

Jan. 1 - New Year’s - office 
closed 
 

Jan. 1 - 11:30 a.m. - Eucharist: 
  Feast of the Holy Name. 
 

Jan. 5 - 5:00 p.m. - Lessons 
and Carols Service, & 
Twelfth Night Celebration. 
 

Jan. 7-15 - Honduras Mission 
 

Jan. 20 - 6:30 p.m. - Caregiver 
Support Group. 
 

Jan. 22 - 6:30 p.m. - Potluck 
Supper in the Great Hall. 
 

Jan. 23 - 5:30 p.m. - Pre-
council meeting at St. Francis. 
(We provide food for delega-
tions from parishes in the NE 
convocation.) 
 

Jan. 26 - 9:15 a.m. - Annual 
Parish Part 2 in the Great Hall. 
 

Jan. 28 - 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. - 
Community of Hope Training. 
(See article on p. 6.) 
 

Feb. 20-22 - 2020 Diocesan 
Council (Corpus Christi) 
 

January birthdays 
Pam Scheible        1/1 
Cary Corbin         1/4 
Cindy Smith        1/7 
Naomi Chalk      1/10 
Ann Freiberger      1/14 
Ray Ferguson      1/15 
Brenda Klaftenegger    1/19 
Tamara Huneau     1/22 
Ray Thompsett      1/22 
Alejandra Black     1/24 
Cindy McBride      1/27 

Jay and Linda Hillin      1/1 
Harold and Mo Simmons    1/4 

Class instruction focuses on pos-
ture, breathing, stretching, balance, 
form, and light exercise. 
Instructor: Jeanne Slupik 
When: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays from 8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Where: Great Hall. Please wear 
comfortable clothing, and bring a 
yoga mat. 
Cost: Donations only, to benefit  
St. Francis by the Lake. 
Come join us! 

Practical 

2nd Saturday at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Bishop Jones Center. Contem-
plative silence & fellowship. 
(Want to carpool? Several woman 
would be glad to have you join 
them. Please call the office (830) 
964-3820 for more information.) 
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tional meeting after the 10:30 a.m. 
service on Sunday, Jan. 12, in order 
for participants to receive their ma-
terials before the first session. Any-
one with questions, or who hasn’t 
decided whether or not to partici-
pate, are also welcome to attend this 
meeting. Please feel free to contact 
Julie or Tricia by phone or email if 
you have any questions. We also 
encourage you to speak with past 
participants. If you would like to 
join us, please let one of us know as 
soon as possible, so that we can 
start to assemble our materials and 
include you in future communica-
tions. In addition, there is an appli-
cation that we will need you to com-
plete. We look forward to the bless-
ings which God has in store for us 
as we seek to minister in His love to 
our broken world. 
       Julie Chalk (830) 719-2425 or 
jfrchalk@gmail.com. 
       Tricia Jones (512) 497-2297) or 
gabe.triciajones@gmail.com. 

We are very excited to be able to of-
fer the Community of Hope training  
to our St. Francis community again! 
In 2015 and 2017, over 25 partici-
pants were trained in pastoral care 
skills, which they have since been 
using to care for others in need, as 
well as to enhance their ministries. 
This is a reminder that classes will be 
held soon. Additional details were 
provided in the December “2019 

Franciscan” and the Good News. 
       The Community of Hope is 
founded on Benedictine Spirituality, 
including its focus on community, 
sharing God’s love, and pastoral 
listening (rather than “problem solv-
ing” or “giving advice”). 
       The classes will be in the Minis-
try and Outreach Center on Tues-
day evenings from 6:00 p.m.–9:00 
p.m., starting Jan. 14 through 
Mar. 31, 2020. Our off-campus 
retreat will be on Saturday, Mar. 
7, 2020. The expectation is that you 
will attend every session; however, if 
you have to miss, you may read the 
material and watch the appropriate 
video (s) in order to keep up with 
the class. When the course is com-
plete, participants will attend 
monthly “Circle of Care” meetings 
to continue fellowship and learning 
as they pursue their ministries. 
       The Community of Hope train-
ing requires a $40 fee to pay for our 
materials and supplies. Each partici-
pant will receive a binder with mate-
rials and resources for every mod-
ule, as well as a copy of The Rule of 
Benedict: A Spirituality for the 21st Cen-
tury by Joan Chittister. Scholarship 
assistance is available if needed. 
       We will be holding an informa- 

Community of Hope 
Classes 
start 
January 14! 
By Julie Chalk  

Bulletin Board Co-
ordinator needed 
By Julie Chalk 

Since moving into the Ministry and 
Outreach Center, a decision has 
been made to replace the numerous 
bulletin boards previously located in 
the parish hall with two large notice 
boards which will be hung in the hall-
way of the MOC. One board will be 
designated for ministries and events 
at St. Francis by the Lake, and the 
other will focus on events, organiza-
tions, and resources in the wider 
community. The Design Committee 
is looking for a volunteer (or two!) 
who would take responsibility for 
setting up and maintaining these 
boards, as well as the kiosk in the 
narthex. If you enjoy keeping up-to-
date on happenings at St. Francis 
and in our larger community, and/or 
may be interested in participating in 

this ministry, please contact Julie 
Chalk at jfrchalk@gmail.com or 
(830) 719-2425. We look forward to 
hearing from you! 

Race for the …      (Cont’d from page 3) 
 

variety of tasks: setting up for regis-
tration, registering runners and 
walkers, handing out shirts, giving 
awards to race winners, and preparing 

food and drinks. This year’s bounty 
included Starbucks coffee and dou-
ble hot chocolate, energy bars, bana-
nas, oranges, sausage wraps from 
Rudy’s, and micro-brew from Gua-
dalupe Valley & Faust Breweries. 
       Volunteers from St. Francis 
included Fr. David, Larry Bosenbark, 
Anne Cain, Judy & Bernie Frey, 
Maury & Tom Meyer, and Ronnie & 
Chuck Schwakhofer. “Mr. Cel-
ery” (Tom) entertained young and 
old alike at the start of each race. 
       Random drawings were held for 
a $100 gift certificate from Bo-
hanan’s Prime Steaks and Seafood, a 
$115.00 gift certificate from Lori 
Cox at Hair in the Village, a $50.00 
gift certificate from Wildflour Cafe, 
three $20.00 gift certificates from 
HEB, and a grand prize of 25,000 
Southwest Airline Miles.  
       Martha Sneary’s team, “Scram-
bled Legs,” won Best Team Name. 
       “Camp Gladiator” representa-
tives were at the race and provided 
warm-up for runners. They’d con-
ducted a racing/running photo con-
test on their FaceBook page: the 
winner received a $50.00 gift certifi-
cate from URun in New Braunfels. 
       Save the date of December 19, 2020, 
for the 5th annual Race to the 
Pantry. For those old enough to 
remember the Statler Brothers sign-
ing off their TV show, one of them 
would say “you ain’t seen nothin’ 
yet!” That applies to the Race for 
the Pantry as well. 
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Thanks again for all who made our 
latest trip to Brownsville possible. 
This includes the Cookers, the Giv-
ers, the Senders, and the Prayers. 
This mission included my wife (Mo), 
me, and our two grandchildren, 
(Sierra and Collin—pictured above) 
plus a friend, Harry Sutherland. 
Those camped out in Matamoros 
are getting more help as the nation-
wide Team Brownsville campaign 
catches root. 
       More volunteers and more do-
nations make possible: fresh water, 
toilets, showers, tents, teachers for 
open air schools, and attorneys to 
help with asylum hearings. There is 
still an urgent and ongoing need for 
nutrition. And we’re so glad for 
how St. Francis has been actively 
fulfilling that role. I wish everyone 
could experience the genuine grati-
tude we receive from those seeking 
asylum in the United States, as well 
as the comradery of all the volun-
teers who’ve come in response to 
their needs. 

 

Team Brownsville: 
The Sequel 
By Harold Simmons 

On the left, facing the Altar, is the window 
representing Christmas in the seasonal 
colors of red and green. 

On the left, next to the Gloria in Excelsis 
Deo window, facing the Altar, is the win-
dow representing Epiphany, but with the 
colors of royalty. 

The Windows of 
St. Francis 
By Betty Morris 

The Christmas Window proclaims, 
“Glory to God in the Highest” in 
cultural colors of red and green. 
This window was given by Tom and 
Ruth Hemphill. The Hemphills 
came to Canyon Lake on weekends 
and special occasions. Married by 
the Rev. Katie Riggs at St. Francis, 
Tom Hemphill died and Ruth lived 
with her daughter; unfortunately, 
we’ve lost contact with that family.  
       The Epiphany Window uses 
royalty colors and crowns to repre-
sent the kings who sought the 
Christ Child and the Star that led 
them. This window is a memorial to 
Lorraine “Laurie” Waples. 
  Laurie and her husband Ed, 
lived in The Summit at Canyon 
Lake. They came from the Lake 
Jackson area. Laurie was a terrific 
listener and observer, and was very 
aware of people and their feelings. 
She loved to entertain, because fam-
ily and friends were very dear to her. 
Laurie was diagnosed with breast 
cancer and died on Oct. 22, 2000. 
She is interred in our columbarium. 

This window is very special for me, 
as Laurie and Ed were my neighbors. 
Looking at this window each week 
brings pleasant memories of good 
times together. Purple and gold were 
Laurie’s favorite colors. 

Ed and Laurie Waples 
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   St. Francis by the Lake 
   P.O. Box 2031 
   Canyon Lake, TX 78133 
   (830)-964-3820 
   francis@gvtc.com 
   www.saintfrancisbythelake.org 

Our Mission Statement 
 

As Children of God we, the people 
who are St. Francis by the Lake, are 
committed to living, learning, and shar-
ing the love of Christ, the Word of 
God, and the power of the Holy Spirit 
with our parish family, our communi-
ties, and the world. 

As we know, Christmas is twelve 
days long, beginning the evening of 
Dec. 24th. This year, we’re celebrat-
ing the transition from Christmas to 
Epiphany with a traditional 
“Lessons and Carols” service. 
  This is the perfect opportuni-
ty to come and sing favorite Christ-
mas carols and Epiphany songs 
(e.g., “We Three Kings”), inter-
spersed with Scripture and Prayers, 
in a candlelit setting. 
  Following the service, we’ll 
move to the Great Hall and com-
mence a celebration of Twelfth 
Night with a party hosted by the 
choir and Community of Hope. 
       Are you feeling tired of Christ-
mas? Tired of winter? Want to get 
the New Year off to a good start? 
Come join us Sunday, Jan. 5th, at 
5:00 p.m., for this special celebra-
tion. Please, bring a friend, a neigh-
bor, anyone! 
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“With the eyes of our hearts enlightened.” 
“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know 

the hope to which God has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in His holy people, 
and His incomparably great power for us who believe.” Eph. 1:18-19a (NIV)  

Celebrate Epiphany 
with Lessons & 
Carols: Jan. 5 The Annual Parish Meeting, Part 1, Sunday, Dec. 8. 

Delegates and alternates were elected for February’s Diocesan Council. 
Part II of the Annual Parish Meeting will be Sunday, Jan. 26. 

Annual Reports are due before Jan. 12, so the Annual Report will be ready. 
Thank you! 


