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(L to R): Stacey Benham, Brenda Klaftenegger, Mo Simmons, Patricia Perea, 
Tricia Jones, Judy McClendon, and Becki Nichols are just a few who helped 
prepare food for the migration ministry to Brownsville. Thank you for help-
ing with one of the many ministries of St. Francis! 

From the 
Sr. Warden: 
The Ten 
Commandments. 
By Jim Kelch, Sr. 
Warden 

james.r.kelch@gmail.com 

 

“And God spoke all these words: “I 
am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery. You shall have no 
other gods before me.” 
      There Moses stood, upon the 
Holy mountain, collecting ten easy-to
-follow guides to live by. Little did he 
know, trouble would soon find him 
as he brought this divine guidance to 
his people. The first guide seemed 
rather easy; but the chosen people 
chose a few other gods, just in case. 
       I’ve always thought it was a 
good idea to think of “just in cases,” 
but God doesn’t mince words here. 
We can want all we want. We can 
desire all we desire. But, when it 
comes to lust, gluttony, and a few 
other sins, we’re told to not “just in 
case.” Following this advice, and 
using this December to praise the 
Lord for giving us His Son, we must 
keep this foremost: our “other gods” 
can take up valuable space reserved 
for The God: the Great I AM. In 
continuing our theme of year-round 
stewardship, I’m endeavoring to 
practice “ constant prayer” (1Thess. 
5.17.) Constant prayer for my family, 
parish, our many missions, and the 
people who follow the desires of our 
gracious Lord. 
       Praise be to Christ, who was and 
is and ever shall be(Heb. 13.8.) Peace 

and many blessings to all. 
       Glory to God! 

The Manos Team will be embarking 
on our annual trip to Danlí, HN, in 
January 2020. We have a team of 15 
going, including five from St. Francis: 
Mo and Harold Simmons, Fr. David, 
Dusty and Tatiana Hoecker, and  
Patricia Perea. This trip will be par-
ticularly special as it marks our 20th 
anniversary since we first planted the 
Manos de Dios (“Hands of God”) 
Church in January of 2000. Since 
then, we have been able to see the 
transformation of Nueva Esperanza 

Honduran Manos de 
Dios Ministry 
Celebrates 20 Years 
January 2020 
By Patricia Perea 

(“New Hope”,) a colonia nestled 
in the heart of Danlí. Over the 
past 20 years, we have given 
scholarships to close to 250 stu-
dents; started four micro-
enterprises with the ladies in the 
community; fitted over 5,000 pairs 
of glasses; repaired several houses 
in an effort to improve the quality 
of life of families; supported and 
encouraged their music ministry; 
started Club Aventura (a book club 
for our scholarship students;) and 
many other ministries. 
       Six years ago, we launched 
Club Intercambio, an English as a 
second language (ESL) class for 
our scholarship recipients. Abi-
malec is one of our star students 
who has been part of Club Inter-
cambio from the beginning. He is a 
high school senior and will be 
graduating at the end of Novem-
ber and will be attending college in 
           

          (Continued on page 2) 
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Dear Friends, 
 

The Church in the 
West began ob-
serving the Season 

of Advent some-
time before the 

end of the 6th Century, probably in 
Spain & France. The ritual of Lent 
(the 40 days before Easter) was al-
ready established as the time of prep-
aration for Jesus’ Resurrection—and 
to teach why he had died and risen. 
The Early Church believed that a 
similar kind of preparation before 
the observance of Jesus’ Birth would 
benefit our spirituality as well. The 
Church has thus used this season to 
help us put our faith in order so that, 
when we celebrate Christ’s birth in 
Bethlehem, He will find ready hearts 
to welcome Him. 
 

“‘From birth to death, joy to 
mourning: the liturgy of the 

Church supports us and 
directs us into a deeper 
experience of life, made 
known through Christ.’” 

 
       An old friend of mine once 
wrote, “Advent not only recalls a past 
expectation of Christ’s coming and a 
present expectation of His coming 
again, it also touches and symbolizes 
all the times of expectation in our lives. 
From birth to death, and joy to 
mourning, the liturgy of the Church 
supports us and directs us into a deep-
er experience of life, made known 
through Christ.” During Advent we 
recall how our people awaited the 
coming of Messiah. After the death 
and resurrection of Jesus, the early 
Christians waited for Christ to come 
again. As we celebrate the present 
and future we express our dreams 
and hopes for this life—and for the 
life to come. 
       Advent is the time of sharing our 
visions of that time in Christ. We often 
experience anxiety as we face the 
unknown, and we experience 

Lord, you are our Why! 
This is our parish: the time is now. Pray 
for our Stewardship and ask God’s guid-
ance for how you are to share in the vision. 

Reaching up… 
Reaching out… 
Growing Something 
Eternal! 

expectant hope as we share our dreams 
of life to come. 
       So: solemn or joyful, or ex-
pectant, or anxious? What’s an ap-
propriate attitude to have during  
Advent? Fr. David’s Axiom applies: 
“All things depend.” 
       Am I interested in recapturing 
the flavor of the first century faithful, 
who deeply longed, who yearned for 
the coming of Messiah? We would do 
well to be very anxious and take lots of 

looks over our shoulders. We would 
have a very clear sense of paranoia as 
we watched the government strip our 
religious freedoms and deny our lit-
urgies and rituals. We would be very 
solemn, and not a little frightened. 
       Or are we interested in acknowl-
edging that Messiah has already come, 
and so we, in anticipation of His im-
minent return, throw a never-ending 
party of celebration, song, and service-
to-those-whom-He-loves-most? We 
would be so joyous and expectant 
that some might question the sinceri-
ty of our waiting for His Return. 
       As many of you know, I like to eat 
my pie, and have it, too. Let’s be sure 
to look at the causes of persecution 
and the sources of anxiety for faithful 
Christians in our world. Let’s be very 
intentional about how we prepare for 
Messiah to usher in His New King-
dom. And, even so, let’s also cut loose 
and praise the Living God in Whom 
we live and move and find our being. 
While we hold our breath and feel 
the pounding in our hearts, let’s get 
out the party favors and celebrate! 
       Faithfully, Fr. David 

Honduran …           (Cont’d from page 1) 
 

January 2020. Here is a letter from 
Abimalec to St. Francis by the Lake. 
(Please note: the letter was written in Eng-
lish and has not been edited.) 

Danlí, el Paraiso 
To: St Francis by the Lake 
It’s a great honor for me to write a let-
ter saying how thankful I am with you 
and with GOD for giving me the op-
portunity to continue with my studies. 
       Let me tell you that you are a beau-
tiful blessing for the life of my family 
and my life too because I couldn’t get 
many things without your help and 
support. You have given me the chance 
to learn and finish my academic prepa-
ration so in the future I can get a job 
and get out of poverty. I write you in 
English because I love talking and writ-
ing in English.  
       GOD has a lot of gifts for you. I 
am amazed and grateful for all your 
help. I wish that all of you will be 
blessed and with the help of GOD you 
can keep doing the work of Jesus. 
       GOD bless you always. You’ve giv-
en smiles to many children, boys and 
girls. I hope that you are very success-
ful in the way of the  
Lord. Thank you! 
       With love, Abimalec Sevilla 
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Greetings all, 
 

Our finances at St. Francis by the Lake are continuing to do well this year due to 
your generosity and faithfulness. Thank you so much!! 
 

       Below is a summary of our financial condition through October 31, 2019.  
 

Operations - Better than planned.  
       Revenues: Total revenue is $211,891.38 which is higher (better) than 

planned by $2,428.  
       Expenditures: Expenditures are $220,271.77, which is significantly better than expected by $11,035.23. As report-
ed last month, this is driven by Property Insurance which was budgeted as an annual payment of $14,778.00, but we 
are paying $3,437.75 quarterly.  
       Balance (Revenue minus Expenditures): As a result while we have a deficit $8,380.39, it is smaller (better) than 
planned by $13,463.61. 
 

Capital - Continues to do well.  
       Capital Campaign: Contributions year to date are $65,768.28 with total contributions of $490,752.21. Fund balance 
is $26,246.45. 
       Debt Retirement: Contributions are $27,464.00 year to date. The Debt Retirement Fund contains a balance of 
$35,680.62.  
 

Endowment Fund - Continues to do well. 
Total in the fund contains $108,796.83.  
 

      Our funds as of October 31, 2019: 
 

       General Operating              $         3,414.91 
       Debt Retirement                 $       35,680.62 
       Capital Campaign Fund      $       26,246.45 
       Endowment Fund              $      108,796.83 
 

       Debt: 
       Frost Bank - Line of Credit:  $  145,438.38 
       Crump Foundation:               $  450,000.00 
 

       Our Annual Christian Stewardship Campaign is almost complete. We have a solid and generous response from 
our parish community. There are a number of pledges still outstanding. Please let us know your intentions soon. We 
will begin working on the 2020 budget in early December. It will help us greatly to have all pledges complete by then. 
       Did you know we have numerous designated funds to which you can contribute? Many of these are designated for 
our outreach ministries including Honduras, Navajoland, Brownsville Boarder Ministry, Family Promise, and an Out-
reach fund which is use to contribute to local charities such as CRRC Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity, and others. If 
you are motivated to contribute to these, simply include a note on the memo line of your check.  
       If you have any comments or questions, or if you would like to discuss a pledge or contribution, please feel free to 
contact me at treasure@gvtc.com. 

Treasurer’s 
report 
By Robert Amos 
Email: 
treasure@gvtc.com 

Since moving into the new Ministry 
and Outreach Center, a decision has 
been made to replace the numerous 
bulletin boards previously located in 

Bulletin Board 
Coordinator 
needed 
By Julie Chalk 

the old parish hall with two larger 
notice boards which will be hung in 
the hallway of the MOC. One board 
will be designated to ministries and 
events at St. Francis by the Lake, 
and the other will focus on events, 
organizations, and resources in the 
community. The design committee 
is looking for a volunteer or two 
who would like to take responsibil-
ity for setting up and maintaining 

these boards, as well as the four-
sided kiosk in the narthex. If you 
enjoy keeping up to date on what’s 
happening at St. Francis and in our 
larger community, and/or may be 
interested in participating in this 
ministry, please contact Julie Chalk 
at jfrchalk@gmail.com or (830) 
719-2425. We look forward to hear-
ing from you! 
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Needs for 
the CRRC 

food pantry 
 

Our local food pantry continues to 
be in need of the following items: 

 

toothpaste; 
 

toothbrushes;  
 

macaroni & cheese;  
 

spaghetti; 
 

jelly; 
 

sugar and creamer; 
 

canned green beans ; 
 

canned corn; 
 

mixed vegetables (frozen or canned;) 
 

canned fruit; 
 

assorted soups ; 
 

cereal; 
 

plastic grocery bags; 
 

toilet paper; and 
 

baby diapers - sizes 2, 3, 4, and 5, 
and adult sizes, (both disposable and 

cloth diapers.) 
 

All contributions are appreciated. 

Episcopal 
Church 
Women 
(ECW) 

update 
By Carlie Maciejewski for Ronnie 
Harper-Schwakhofer, ECW Presi-
dent 

Wow!! Our annual rummage sale was 
a huge success earning just shy of 
$5,000. Thanks to a great job by our 
co-chairs, Susan Kelch and Tricia 
Jones, and everyone who assisted, 
bought items, made donations, and 
prayed. We are so grateful!! As is 
our custom, the proceeds from this 
event and other fundraisers will be 
distributed this spring to our church 
and local service agencies in our 
community. 
       We have been blessed with great 
programs for our monthly meetings 
in both October and November. 
Stacy Hill, Executive Director, Cri-
sis Center of Comal County, gave a 
very informative presentation at our 
Oct. 12 meeting. Stacy explained the 
various services their agency provides 

in the community (victim advocacy, 
counseling, shelter, legal advocacy, 
community education and sexual 
assault team.) Co-hostesses Mary K. 
Chittenden, Lynn Zimmerman and 
Ronnie Harper-Schwakhofer pro-
vided a variety of salads and dessert. 
The minutes and financial report 
from the Sep. 12 meeting were re-
viewed and approved. Ronnie read a 
letter from the Homes for Our Troops 
thanking us for the generous dona-
tion of $425 - it was very much   
appreciated.  
       For our November meeting we 
were scheduled to tour the new 
CRRC building in Sattler as a field 
trip. Due to a construction delay, 
this outing had to be cancelled but 
we hope to reschedule it in 2020. At 
the last minute, our own Debbie 

 Barnwell stepped in and provided a 
very moving presentation on prayer 
using the “Prayers of the Heart” 
booklets prepared as a part of the 
stewardship campaign. The meeting 
was held in the Ministry and Out-
reach Center and was hosted by the 
ECW Board. Everyone brought sal-
ads to share and a lovely meal was 
enjoyed by all. Fr. David joined us 
for a short discussion of Family 
Promise which will kick off at St. 
Francis by the Lake on Sunday, 
Dec. 8. There are many opportuni-
ties for our service and participa-
tion, and we are all encouraged to 
help as much as possible. A short 
business meeting followed including 
the review and approval of the 
minutes of the Oct. 12 meeting and 
the current financial report. 
       Our annual Bake Sale, scheduled 
for Sunday, Nov. 24, has been moved 
to Sunday, Dec. 22. This change will 
give us more time for planning, pro-
motion, and receiving your requests 
for specialty items. Lynda Leadford 
and Linda Bosenbark will be co-
chairing this event - look for more 
details in the coming weeks.  
       ECW volunteers will continue to 
provide lunch for the vestry at their 
monthly meetings through May. If 
you have not volunteered, and would 
like to help in this effort, please give 
Ronnie a call at (210) 885-6886. The 
vestry is very appreciative of our 
offering of these meals for them. 
       We also are asked to volunteer 
our time to create the CRRC’s North 
Pole Village. This effort began Nov. 
22 and will continue through Dec. 8. 
It will take many hands to create the 
beautiful wonderland so enjoyed by 
our community’s children and adults. 
If interested in helping or for more 
information, please call Tricia Jones 
at (512) 497-2297. 
       The December meeting of our 
group will occur on Saturday, Dec. 7, 
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. This is 
our annual Advent Party and every-
one in the parish is invited to attend. 

The ECW will provide brisket, ham, 
and all accompaniments for sand-
wiches, and beverages including wine. 
Everyone is asked to bring either an 
appetizer or dessert to share. 
       All women of the parish are 
members of the ECW and are invited 
to attend our meetings and events. 
If you need a ride at any time, please 
let us know. If you live on the north 
side of the Lake, contact Becki 
Nichols at (281) 475-7703 or Anne 
Cain at (803) 984-0699; if you live 
on the south side of the Lake con-
tact Brenda Klaftenegger at (210) 
240-7031; and if you live in New 
Braunfels, contact Susan Kelch at 
(915) 241-3150.  
       God’s blessings to each and all 
of you as we move into this season 
of Advent. 
       Carlie & Ronnie 
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What’s happening 
 

Daughters of the King (DOK) 
will meet on Dec. 18 at 12:30 p.m. 
in the St. Francis Room after the 
11:30 a.m. Eucharist. 

 

Episcopal Church Women 
(ECW) will meet on Saturday, 
Dec. 14, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m., for their Advent Party in the 
Great Hall. (See article, p. 4.) 

 

Scripture Study Group is an in-
formal study that meets at 10:00 
a.m. on Wednesdays in the St. 
Francis Room, followed by 
Eucharist. 

 

Vestry meets the second Sunday of 
each month. The group will meet 
Dec. 15 at 12:15 p.m. in the St. 
Francis Room. 

 

Adult Sunday School meets most 
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the St. 
Francis Room. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on 
the fourth Monday of each month 
at 1:00 p.m. The group decides at 
their meeting where the next get-
together will take place. 

 

Al-Anon meets every Saturday at 
10:00 a.m. in Jones Hall. 

 

NA (Narcotics Anonymous) meets 
every Sunday at 7:00 p.m. in Jones 
Hall. 

 

Caregiver Support Group meets 
every third Monday (Dec. 16) of 
the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. in the St. Francis Room. 

 

COH/Circle of Care meets in the 
St. Francis Room every first 
Sunday of the month at 12:15 
p.m. 

 

The Book Club meets at 6:30 p.m. 
every first Monday of the month 
in the St. Francis Room.  

 

Gathering of Men meets every 
second Saturday (Dec. 14) of the 
month at 9:30 a.m. in the St. 
Francis Room. 

 

December 
anniversaries 

Mark your calendars 
 

Dec. 13 - 6:15 p.m.-7:15 p.m. - 
St. Francis Nativity at CRRC 
(North Pole Village.) 
 

Dec. 14 - ECW Christmas 
Gathering in the Great Hall. 
All women are invited. (See 
article on p. 4.) 
 

Dec. 21 - 9:00 a.m.-12 noon - 
Race to the Pantry (CRRC.) 
 

Dec. 22 - ECW Bake Sale af-
ter both services. 
 

Dec. 22 - 12:00 noon - 
Greening of the Church. 
 

Dec. 24 - 5:30 p.m. - Christ-
mas Eve Service. 
 

Dec. 25 - 10:00 a.m. - Christ-
mas Day Service. 
 

December 
birthdays 

Second Saturday Diocesan Mini 
Retreat meets each month on the 
2nd Saturday at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Bishop Jones Center on beautiful 
grounds. The retreat is for contem-
plative silence and fellowship. (If 
you would like to carpool, there 
are several woman from St. 
Francis that would be glad to have 
you join them. Please call the St. 
Francis office (830) 964-3820 for 
more information.) 

Joan Blankenbeker      12/4 
Lynda Duncan       12/4 
Phil Hopkins       12/4 
Dave LaCombe       12/7 
Brad Mount          12/12 
Fr. Gordon Scheible       12/13 
Mary K. Chittenden       12/15 

Bob and Jeanne Slupik     12/19 
Stanley and Judy Reese     12/20 

Class instruction focuses on pos-
ture, breathing, stretching, balance, 
form, and light exercise. 
Instructor: Jeanne Slupik 
When: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays from 8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Where: Great Hall. Please wear 
comfortable clothing, and bring a 
yoga mat. 
Cost: Donations only, to benefit  
St. Francis by the Lake. 
Come join us! 

Practical 

Becky Averyt         12/18 
Lynda Middleton        12/18 
Joy Ellwood          12/23 
Linda Hillin          12/25 
Bob Kerr           12/25 
Carlie Maciejewski        12/25 
Brenda Amos         12/26 
Russell Cowan         12/26 
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the resources in our own Book of 
Common Prayer. 
       We will be holding the classes in 
the Ministry and Outreach Center at 
St. Francis on Tuesday evenings 
from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 pm, starting 
Jan. 14 through Mar. 31, 2020. 
Our off-campus retreat will be on 
Saturday, Mar. 7, 2020. The expec-
tation is that you will attend every 
session; however, if you have to 
miss, you will read the material and 
watch the appropriate video (s) in 
order to keep up with the class. It is 
hoped that we will be commissioned 
into ministry by our priest and 
church family in early April. When 
the course is complete, participants 
will be able to attend monthly Circle 
of Care meetings to continue their 
fellowship and learning as they en-
gage in their ministries. 
       The Community of Hope train-
ing requires a $40 fee to pay for our 
materials and supplies. Each partici-
pant will receive a binder with mate-
rials and resources for every module, 
as well as a copy of The Rule of Bene-
dict: A Spirituality for the 21st Century 
by Joan Chittister. Scholarship assis-
tance is available if needed. 
       We will be holding an informa-
tional meeting after the 10:30 a.m. 
service on Sunday, Jan. 12, in order 
for participants to receive their ma-
terials before the first session. Any 
individuals with questions, or who 
haven’t decided whether or not to 
participate, are also welcome to at-
tend this meeting. 
       We are very excited for this op-
portunity at St. Francis by the Lake, 
and we hope that you will prayerfully 
consider joining us on this journey! 
Please feel free to contact either Tri-
cia or me by phone or email if you 
have any questions; we also encour-
age you to speak with past partici-
pants. If you would like to join us, 
please let one of us know as soon as 
possible, so that we can start to as-

We are very excited to be able to 
offer the Community of Hope train-
ing series to our St. Francis commu-
nity again! In 2015 and 2017, the 
series trained over 25 participants in 
pastoral care skills which they have 
been using to care for those in need, 
as well as to enhance their minis-
tries. The purpose of this article is 
to provide some information about 
the schedule, structure, and content 
of the classes, and to help you as 
you pray, discern, and decide wheth-
er to participate. 
       The Community of Hope train-
ing is a series of modules designed 
to teach us how to be lay pastoral 
visitors and/or to use pastoral skills 
in ministries and activities in which 
we are already involved. Classes in-
clude subjects such as: developing a 
pastoral identity, listening skills, 
prayer and meditation as it applies 
to our ministry, family systems, pas-
toral care for the grieving and aging, 
and discerning and using our spiritu-
al gifts. We will also have a day-long 
retreat at a location away from St. 
Francis. The classes will consist of 
speakers and videos on the material 
as well as class discussion. 
       Aside from learning about these 
topics and applying them to our 
ministries, perhaps the thing that 
makes Community of Hope most 
unique is its foundation on Benedic-
tine Spirituality, including its focus 
on community, sharing God’s love, 
and pastoral listening (rather than 
problem solving or giving advice.) 
During each session we will read 
from the Rule of St. Benedict as well 
as participate in and learn how to use 

Community of Hope 
Classes 
starting 
January 14! 
By Julie Chalk  

semble our materials and include 
you in future communications. In 
addition, there is an application that 
we will need for you to complete. 
We look forward to the blessings 
which God has in store for us as we 
seek to minister in His love to our 
broken world. 
       Julie Chalk (830) 719-2425, or 
jfrchalk@gmail.com. 
       Tricia Jones (512) 497-2297, or 
gabe.triciajones@gmail.com. 

Episcopal Church 
Women Christmas 
Bake Sale 
By Lynda Leadford 

On Dec. 22, the Episcopal Church 
Women (ECW) will have their annu-
al bake sale after both services. The 
bake sale was moved from Thanks-
giving (last year) to Christmas (this 
year.) I have put flyers in the Narthex 
for all bakers to sign up with their 
specialties. These bakers will also be 
asked to bring their items to church 
on Saturday, Dec. 21 at noon IN 
THE GREAT ROOM. The items 
will be decorated to ready them for 
sale. Debbie Barnwell has agreed to 
be our chief decorator. More infor-
mation to follow in the Good News, 
and during announcements at church.  
       Again this year, we will except 
pre-ordered items. A list of items 
that can be pre-ordered and sign up 
sheets to actually place your order 
will be in the Narthex by Sunday, 
Dec. 1. If you have questions, please 
call Lynda Leadford at (210) 508-
5497, or Linda Bosenbark at (830) 
237-1301. Proceeds will benefit 
ECW’s local and community out-
reach. 
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Each time we enter the nave, light 
shining through our lovely windows 
reminds us of the various seasons of 
the church year. Those windows are 
memorials of people who’ve blessed 
St. Francis with their presence over 
the years. This series will highlight 
the windows and the people who’ve 
been part of our parish family. 
       On the right, facing the altar, the 
first window represents Pentecost 
with the red and gold flames of fire. 
We have just ended the Pentecost 
season. Opposite that, on the left, is 
the Rose of Sharon window, repre-
senting Christ, the perfect rose, for 
Whose coming we prepare during 
Advent. That begins this year on 
Dec. 1. All of our windows have the 
cross as background, because that 
image is present in each season. 
       Those windows are memorials 
for the Cour-Palais family, Audrey 
(Pentecost,) Burton (Advent), and 
their son Rowland. Audrey and Bur-
ton were very active members in the 
choir, the first FEAST groups, and 
in Bible study. Audrey became ill and 
died in 2001 and Burton remained 
active until his death in 2004. 

On the left, facing the altar, is the Rose of 
Sharon window, representing Christ, the 
perfect rose. 

On the right, facing the altar, is the first 
window that represents Pentecost with the 
red and gold flames of fire. 

       Burton was born a British citi-
zen in India where he attended col-
lege. He came to the USA and 
worked at NASA and the Johnson 
Spacecraft Center where he studied 
the impact of space debris and other 
objects on space craft. He is respon-
sible for developing the tiles that are 
used on the shuttle and other space 
flights. 
       At St. Francis, they were very 
unassuming, humble people with a 
great sense of humor. At one of the 

The Windows of 
St. Francis 
By Betty Morris 

(L to R): Fr. Jerry Sneary, Imogene Howard, Lois & O.L. Jones, and Burton 
Cour-Palais attended the Wednesday Bible Study here at St. Francis in the 
old parish hall. 

Audrey Cour-Palais 

men’s group meetings, they were 
pondering some problem and ap-
parently Burton offered some com-
plicated solution to which someone 
responded “It’s not rocket science!” 
which brought a laugh because they 
knew his background. 
       It was appropriate that at his 
funeral, the liturgy reflected his 
study of “the vast expanse of inter-
stellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this 
fragile earth, our island home.” Re-
member the Cour-Palais family in 
your prayers. They are interred in 
our Columbarium. 



December 2019 The Franciscan Page 8 

 

   St. Francis by the Lake 
   P.O. Box 2031 
   Canyon Lake, TX 78133 
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   www.saintfrancisbythelake.org 

Our Mission 
Statement 

 

As Children of God we, at St. Francis 
by the Lake, are committed to living, 
learning, and sharing the love of Christ, 
the Word of God, and the power of the 
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our 
communities, and the world. 

of council delegates is scheduled for 
Sunday, Dec. 8, so get your names 
in now! I promise that you won’t 
regret it! 

If you would like to help 
decorate for the Christmas 

Season by donating a poinsettia 
plant, please fill out a slip designating 
any memorial or thanksgiving wishes. 
Slips will be included in the Decem-
ber bulletins, and may be placed in 
the collection plate, or you can noti-
fy Janet in the parish office. Poinset-
tia plants are $10 each, and a list of 
donors and memorials will be in-
cluded in the Christmas bulletin. Our Diocesan Council this year is 

scheduled for February 20-22, 2020, 
in Corpus Christi. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to hear about the variety 
of amazing ministries sponsored by 
our diocese (The Diocese of West 
Texas, or DWTX, for short,) to par-
ticipate in some decision making at 
the diocesan level, to learn how St. 
Francis could be involved outside of 
our own parish, to meet new friends, 
and to spend time with other dele-
gates from St. Francis. I have had the 
privilege of serving St. Francis by the 
Lake as a delegate to Diocesan 
Council three different times in my 
nine years here. Each council provid-
ed different opportunities for learn-
ing and exposure to the larger 
Church, as well as great meals, enter-
tainment, shopping, and meaningful 
worship! If you have not been be-
fore, or haven’t been in recent years, 
and are interested in being a part of 
something bigger than St. Francis, I 
encourage you to speak with Fr. Da-
vid and let him know that you are 
interested in attending Council as a 
delegate. Feel free to contact me, or 
the wardens or vestry, if you have 
questions. At this time, the election 

Poinsettias 

Exciting opportunity: 
consider being a 
Council Delegate! 
By Julie Chalk  

 

 

Melba JoAnn Laird Wilson 
Aug. 9, 1937 - Nov. 17, 2019 

 

In loving memory 

 

 

David Arthur LaCombe 
Dec. 7, 1937 - Nov. 22, 2019 

 

In loving memory 

  

Once again this year we will partner 
with Smithson Valley Elementary 
School to provide gifts for students 
at the school. The angel tree will be 

Angel tree 
By Bernie Frey, 
Outreach Chairman 

in place in the Narthex on Nov. 24. 
       Please pick an item (s) from the 
tree, purchase the requested gift, 
wrap the item, and attach the angel 
to the outside of the package, and 
return it to church by Dec. 15. Call 
Bernie Frey at (210) 863-7866 with 
any questions. 

Advent Soup 
& Taizé 
Dec. 18 

In lieu of our regularly scheduled pot-
luck supper on the third Wednesday 
of the month, Community of Hope 
will be sponsoring an Advent Soup 
Supper and Taizé service on Wednes-
day, Dec. 18, at 6:30 p.m. This is a 
lovely opportunity to set aside your 
holiday stress for the evening, and 
come and enjoy a simple supper pro-
vided by COH members. (No need 
to bring a contribution for the pot-
luck!) After the meal, we will move to 
the nave for candlelight worship with 

prayers, music, and readings for Ad-
vent. This is a lovely gift to give your-
self during a season which can be 
hectic! If you would like to attend but 
need a ride, please contact Julie Chalk 
(830) 719-2425) or Tricia Jones (512)
497-2297.) We look forward to seeing 
you there! 


