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Monday, Oct. 29, was the evening 
for St. Francis to host four adults 

Blood Drive 
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chairman 

Family Promise 
in October 
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chairman 

Six St. Francis parish members came 
to donate blood on Saturday, Nov. 3. 
There was an equipment problem 
that precluded Lynda Leadford 
from donating prior to her sched-
uled volunteering at church. She will 
go to the blood bank in New Braun-
fels this week instead. Thanks to 
Ken Leadford, Carlie Maciejewski, 
Dennis Power, Jo Conchado, and 
Natalie White who made the effort 
to give the gift of life. 
       Many of you know Irma Feibel-
man from her many community  
activities in which she and Jim are 

involved. After 22 years of being 
the Canyon Lake blood drive coor-
dinator, she is handing the mantle 
of that responsibility off to Sandi 
Koonce, who will take over at the 
first quarter of next year. When you 
see Irma, let her know of your ap-
preciation for her tireless efforts 
with this important program. 
       Bernie 

and six children at St. Andrew    
Lutheran Church for the Family 
Promise program. Tamara Huneau 
was the team leader for the meal 
and was helped by Betty Morris and 
Judy Frey. The guests were treated 
to delicious homemade spaghetti 
and meatballs, salad, garlic bread, 
and dessert. Tricia Jones and Bernie 
Frey took the 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Family time and Tricia was disap-
pointed that the baby was asleep 
and not available for holding. She 
said both Betty and Judy had been 
able to practice their baby holding 
skills at previous Family Promise   
occasions, but she was denied this 
evening. 

(L to R): Joy and Tim Ellwood, Don Stackhouse, Judy McClendon, Larry and Linda 
Bosenbark, and Tamara and Bella Huneau helped with the highway cleanup on Sat-
urday, Nov. 17. (See article on p. 2.) 
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Dear friends, 
 

As I’ve said in 
other places, 
“This is the 
Christian 
worldview: 

God’s only-begotten Son (who is 
Lord, Messiah, Christ,) He is the 
King; and the King is the Savior. 
He saves us by dying to vanquish 
sin. Conquering our enemy (‘the 
last enemy to be destroyed is 
death’ (1Co 15.26)) through His 
death, Jesus is the glorious, victori-
ous King. By dying, He destroys 
death. And then He rises—restoring 
life—and bringing ‘all things to 
their perfection.’ 
 

“Conquering our enemy 
(‘the last enemy to be 

destroyed is death’  
(1Co 15.26)) through His 

death, Jesus is the glorious, 
victorious King.” 

 
       And so with worship of Christ 
the King, our year comes to an end. 
And in this ending we understand--
a little better--the beginning...” 
       I look forward to moving on in 
another year with each and all of us 
growing a little more, learning a little 
more, worshiping a little more, and--
through Christ--becoming a little 
more. We are making plans for con-
tinuing the things that are good 
(e.g., Fr Gordon’s Breathing Under 
Water book discussion, Julie’s sup-
port group, Bible Study, Eucharist, 
the book club, DOK, ECW, etc.,) 
and adding a few more (e.g., Fr. 
David’s sabbatical presentation, end 
of life thoughts and plans, and sev-
eral others.) So let us begin again, 
with renewed affirmation and (as it 
says in our confirmation service) 
May the Holy Spirit, who has begun 
a good work in you, direct and up-

hold you in the service of Christ and 
his kingdom. Amen. 
       Pax et bonum, 
       Fr. David 

Church Periodical 
Club 
By Betty Morris 

Thank you to all who attended the 
services last Sunday and contributed 
to the Church Periodical Club 
(CPC.) When funds are received for 
CPC, all of the funds collected do 
not go to the national organization, 
but may remain to meet local or  
diocesan needs. A check for $100 
will be sent to the National CPC. 
Over $250 was contributed and the 
balance will remain here. Fr. David 
has suggested some theological/
liturgical books be sent with the 
Honduras team to Fr. Victor, for 
whom we pray each Sunday. This 
may be an answer to our prayers 
and his. If you know of a local need 
where the mission of Christ would 
be served by having printed or elec-
tronic resources, please contact Bet-
ty Morris, bmorris@gvtc.com. 
Meanwhile, the red CPC cans will 
remain throughout the church and 
funds deposited there will be added 
to those already received. Thank 
you for your generosity.  

Last highway 
cleanup for 2018 
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chairman 

Saturday morning (Nov. 17) was a 
beautiful fall morning with mild 
temperatures and clear skies. Eight 
faithful Franciscans turned out for 
the final highway cleanup of 2018. 
Those helping were Linda and Larry 

Bosenbark, Tamara and Bella        
Huneau, Judy McClendon, Don 
Stackhouse, along with newcomers 
to this activity, Joy and Tim 
Ellwood. We especially appreciated 
their helping since we did not have 
a full compliment. However; even 
with less than a full crew, everyone 
pitched in and we completed the 
task at hand. Linda and Larry 
Bosenbark, and Don Stackhouse 
also cleaned up Spring Mountain 
Road next to the church property. 
As usual, some interesting items 
were found (see the pictures.) The 
man selling pecans at the intersec-
tion of FM 2673 and FM 306 gave 
Bella a large bag of pecans and when 
he was thanked, he said “no, thank 
you for what you are doing.” 
       Our next event will probably be 
in February. Watch this space for a 
date. 

Jeanne Slupik, Altar Guild Directress, 
was the guest speaker at the ECW 
meeting on Nov. 8. Jeanne showed 
how the altar is set up on Sundays and 
Wednesdays. (See article on p. 4.) 
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Greetings All, 
 

As I write this article we are nearing the end of our annual stewardship cam-
paign. Thank you for your generous pledges to both operations and to debt re-
tirement. Giving is not only for the benefit of the church, but more importantly 
for your benefit. Pledging and giving regularly helps us to focus on the love of 
God and the good news of our salvation through Jesus Christ. It helps us to 
demonstrate our gratitude for the grace God has so generously given us. Giving 

to operations provides funds for all that we do every year. Giving to debt retirement is used to pay down our long-
term debt. While we have paid off the mortgage on the church building, we will have a new mortgage on the Ministry 
and Outreach Center. Giving to debt retirement will continue to help pay our debt.  
 

If you plan to pledge, please send your pledge cards to the church or place them in the collection plate. While it is 
never too late to pledge, please do so soon since we are working to close our annual budget and it is helpful to have 
all pledges in hand before that.  
 

As a reminder, if you plan to give in 2018, please be sure to do so before December 28, to assure it is counted in your 
2018 contribution statement.  
 

Here is a summary of our financial condition through October 31, 2018: 
 

General Operations continues to run a deficit, with year to date higher (worse) than budget.  
The Capital Campaign continues to do very well. Contributions continue ahead of plan.  
Debt Retirement is also doing very well and is ahead of plan.  
Endowment Fund is continuing to grow. But it has taken some losses in October due to market declines.  

 

Year to dated details through October 31: 
 

Operations:  
       General Operations continues to run a deficit.  
       Revenues: Contributions to the General Fund are $200,691.36 year to date, which is $16,301.64 less than ex-
pected. Operations pledges are behind by $8,114.60 and Regular Giving is behind estimates by $12,165.00. Other cate-
gories are slightly ahead. 
       Expenditures: Expenditures are $225,983.64 which is lower (better) than expected by $4,618.36. 
       Balance (Revenue minus Expenditures): The resulting deficit is $25,292.28. This is higher than last month and 
higher (worse) than budgeted by $11,683.28. We expected a deficit of $13,609 through October 31. This will improve 
as folks catch up on their pledges. However, I do expect to finish the year with a higher deficit than planned.  
 

Capital: 
       Capital Campaign: The Capital Campaign continues to do very well. Contributions are $118,438.38 through Octo-
ber 31, with total contributions of $369,099.94. Expenditures year to date are $57,056.60. Fund balance as of October 
31, is $312,043.34. 
       Debt Retirement:  Debt retirement contributions are $20,467 year to date and are ahead of plan by $4,007. The 
Debt Retirement Fund contains a total of $2,394.62, after paying off the Crump note on the church building. 
 

Endowment Fund: The balance is $52,161.17 as of October 31, which represents a slight loss of $3,602.93 during 
October 2018.  
 

      Our funds as of October 31, 2018: 
 

       General Operating:           $         6,607.50 
       Debt Retirement:              $         2,394.62 
       Building Fund:                  $       46,269.64 
       Capital Campaign Fund:    $    312,043.34 
       Endowment Fund:            $      52,161.17 
       Debt            $              0.00 
 

       If you have any comments or questions, or if you would like to discuss a pledge or contribution, please feel free 
to contact me at treasure@gvtc.com. 

Treasurer’s 
report 
By Robert Amos 
Email: 
treasure@gvtc.com 
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Needs for 
the CRRC 

food pantry 
 

Our local food pantry continues to 
be in need of the following items: 

 

green beans (frozen or canned;) 
 

carrots (frozen or canned;) 
 

mixed vegetables (frozen or canned;) 
 

canned beans - assorted; 
 

assorted soups; 
 

cereal; 
 

grape jelly; 
 

spaghetti; 
 

plastic grocery bags; 
 

toilet paper; 
 

baby diapers - sizes 2, 3, 4, and 5, 
and adult sizes, (both disposable and 

cloth diapers;) and 
 

toothbrush, toothpaste, and floss. 
(When visiting the dentist each patient is 
usually given a small bag that contains a 

toothbrush, toothpaste, and floss. As each of 
us has our semi-annual checkups, please 
consider bringing those to church for the 
CRRC donation box. Thanks to Betty 

Morris for that suggestion.) 
 

All contributions are appreciated. 

Episcopal 
Church 
Women 
update 
 

By Tricia Jones, ECW President 

Almighty God, anoint us with your 
grace and shine in our hearts as we 
reflect your light throughout the 
world. Amen. (Excerpt from the ECW 
Prayer.) 
       I am full of thanksgiving for St. 
Francis by the Lake. The generosity 
of the whole parish in support of 
ECW events and programs is hum-
bling. Our most recent event was 
the successful Thanksgiving Bake 
Sale. We raised over $1,000 which 
will be added to the ECW budget to 
support our parish, community, and 
the world. Thank YOU bakers, 
shoppers, laborers, organizers, dec-
orators: it takes us all. 
       Advent begins Dec. 2. It is a 
season of preparation, reflection, 
joyful expectation, and love. To pre-
pare our hearts, I invite you to join 
me in participating in Bishop Michael 
Curry’s “Way of Love” Advent cal-
endar daily practices. The Advent 
calendar is from the Episcopal 
Church and offers daily suggestions 
for engaging in the seven practices 
that encompass the “Way of Love: 
Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, 
Go and Rest.” The Advent calendar 
can be downloaded from: https://
www.episcopalchurch.org/files/
documents/wol/
_advent_calendar_2018.pdf. For 
more about the “Way of Love” go 
to: www.reflections-dwtx.org. 
       I certainly have a deeper appre-
ciation for all the church seasons 
after our November ECW program 
when Jeanne Slupik, St. Francis Altar 
Guild Directress, gave a presentation 
on the Altar Guild’s ministry, which 
as Maury’s Mom used to call “doing 

Lord, what do you want to do 
through me? 
This is our parish. The time is now. Pray 
for our Capital Campaign and our Stew-
ardship Campaign and ask God’s guidance 
in how you are to join in the vision. 
       The floor plan of the Outreach and 
Ministry Center is available in the Narthex. 

Reaching up… 
Reaching out 

Class instruction focuses on pos-
ture, breathing, stretching, balance, 
form, and light exercise. 
Instructor: Jeanne Slupik 
When: Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Where: Parish hall. Please wear 
comfortable clothing, and bring a 
yoga mat. 
Cost: Donations only, to benefit St. 
Francis by the Lake. 
Come join us! 

Practical 
the Lord’s dishes.” The Altar Guild 
teams prepare the altar, vessels, ele-
ments, linens, and more for each 
worship service. Precision in the 
execution of every detail and metic-
ulous care of each item are the sa-
cred offerings of each team mem-
ber. Thank you Altar Guild mem-
bers, and Jeanne, for leading the 
teams and for sharing your love of 
this ministry with us. 
       ECW will have a social event 
celebrating Advent on Saturday, 
Dec. 8, from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
(no December business meeting.) 
Spouses/loved ones/friends are 
invited too. The party will be at 
Maury and Tom Meyer’s lovely 
home at 1021 Meckel Dr., Canyon 
Lake. The ECW officers will provide 
a main meat for finger sandwiches. 
You may bring an appetizer or des-
sert to share. Car-pooling is recom-
mended. If the stairs to the Meyer’s 
home are too challenging, there is a 
back entrance that has just a few 
steps. More details for parking will 
be included in an upcoming email 
invitation. Please come enjoy a few 
hours of good fellowship and fun! 
       May you experience hope, peace, 
joy, and love this Advent season! 
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What’s happening 
 

Daughters of the King (DOK) will 
gather at Brenda and Bob Amos’ 
home on Dec. 5 at 11:30 a.m. for a 
potluck luncheon. No meeting will 
be held in December. 

 

Episcopal Church Women 
(ECW) won’t meet in December, 
but will have a Advent party on 
Dec. 8 at 3:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
at Maury & Tom Meyer’s home. 
(See article, p. 4.) 

 

Scripture Study Group is an in-
formal study that meets at 10:00 
a.m. on Wednesdays in the parish 
hall, followed by Eucharist. 

 

Vestry meets the second Sunday of 
each month. The group will meet 
Dec. 9 at 12:15 p.m. in the parish 
hall. 

 

Adult Sunday School meets most 
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the parish 
hall. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on 
the fourth Monday of each month 
at 1:00 p.m. The group decides at 
their meeting where the next get-
together will take place. 

 

Breathing Under Water: 
Spirituality & the Twelve Steps 
is Fr. Gordon’s book study on 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m., 
unless there is a potluck supper. 

 

Al-Anon meets every Saturday at 
10:00 a.m. in Jones Hall. 

 

NA (Narcotics Anonymous) meets 
every Sunday at 7:00 p.m. in Jones 
Hall. 

 

Caregiver Support Group meets 
every third Monday (Dec. 17) of 
the month at 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. in the parish hall. 

 

COH Circle of Care will meet on 
Sunday, Dec. 2, at 12:15 p.m. in 
the parish hall. 

 

December 
birthdays 

Mark your calendars 
 

Dec. 5 - 11:30 a.m. - DOK 
potluck luncheon 
 

Dec. 8 - 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. - 
ECW Advent party (See 
ECW article on p.4.) 
 

Dec. 15 - CRRC North Pole 
Village, St. Francis’ night 
 

Dec. 24 & 25 - Office is 
closed. 
 

Dec. 24 - 5:30 p.m. - Christ-
mas Eve Service 
 

Dec. 25 - 10:00 a.m. - Christ-
mas Day Service 
 

Dec. 31 & Jan. 1 - Office is 
closed. 

Bob and Jeanne Slupik     12/19 
Stanley and Judy Reese     12/20 
Bubba and Margo Horner    12/21 

December 
anniversaries 

Second Saturday Diocesan Mini 
Retreat meets each month on the 
2nd Saturday at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Bishop Jones Center. On beautiful 
grounds, the time is for 
contemplative silence and fellow-
ship. (If you would like to carpool, 
there are several woman from St. 
Francis that would be glad to have 
you join them. Please call the St. 
Francis office (830) 964-3820 for 
more information.) 

Joan Blankenbeker     12/4 
Phil Hopkins       12/4 
Dave LaCombe      12/7 
Brad Mount          12/12 
Fr. Gordon Scheible       12/13 
Mary K. Chittenden       12/15 
Becky Averyt         12/18 
Lynda Middleton        12/18 
Joy Ellwood          12/23 
Kristina Kirk         12/24 
Linda Hillin          12/25 
Bob Kerr          12/25 
Carlie Maciejewski        12/25 
Gloria Wildberger        12/25 
Brenda Amos         12/26 

Christmas 
poinsettias 
If you would help 
decorate the altar and 

church for the Christmas season by 
donating a poinsettia plant, please 
fill out a slip designating your me-
morial or thanksgiving wishes. Slips 
will be included in the December 
bulletins, and can be placed in the 
collection plate, or you can notify 
Janet in the church office. Poinsettia 
plants are $10 each, and a list of do-
nors and memorials will be included 
in the Christmas bulletin. 
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2019 
Upcoming 
events: 

 

Mar. 14-17: Cursillo weekend #281 
at Camp Capers. 
 

May 2-5: Cursillo weekend #282 at 
Mustang Island Conference Center. 
 

Sep. 26-29: Cursillo weekend #283 at 
Mustang Island Conference Center. 
 

Nov. 7-10: Cursillo weekend #284 
at Camp Capers. 

The Community of Hope (COH) 
group enjoyed a luncheon at Tricia’s 
home on Friday, Nov. 16. (L to R, 
standing): Lin Boudreaux, Mary K. 
Chittenden, and Linda Hillin; and (L 
to R, seated): Betty Morris, Tricia 
Jones, Linda Bosenbark, Becki 
Nichols, and Julie Chalk.  

(L to R): Lynda Leadford, 
Jeanne Slupik, Micheline Ellas, 
Cindy Smith, Mary Barker, and 
Maury Meyer set up the Chris-
mon tree in the Narthex on 
Thursday, Nov. 29. The group 
also set out the Advent can-
dles. This Sunday (Dec. 2) is 
the first Sunday of Advent. 

COH Sponsors 
Advent Soup 
Supper and Taize 
Service on Dec. 19 
The St. Francis chapter of Communi-
ty of Hope (COH) will be offering a 
soup supper and Advent-themed 
Taizé service on Wednesday, Dec. 19. 
Please join us at 5:30 p.m. for a simple 
supper provided by COH members, 
followed at 6:30 p.m., by an Advent-
themed Taizé service. Taizé worship 
includes readings, prayers, and sim-
ple music, interspersed with short 
periods of silence, in a candle-lit set-
ting. This is the perfect chance to 
take a break from your busy sched-
ule, and enjoy some quiet, medita-
tive time away from the hustle and 
bustle of the season. This event will 
replace the potluck supper usually 
scheduled on the third Wednesday 
of the month. Please join us, and 
feel free to invite family, friends, 
and neighbors for a peaceful even-
ing. For questions, please contact 
Julie Chalk at (830) 226-7273) or 
Tricia Jones at (512) 497-2297.) 

(L to R): Lynda Leadford and Nancy Sum-
mers are ready for the ECW Bake Sale after 
the 8:00 a.m. service on Sunday, Nov. 18. 
Many goodies were prepared for this event, 
whether it was desserts, breads, or casse-
roles. 

(L to R): Lynda Leadford, Josie Loria, and 
Tricia Jones continue the ECW Bake Sale 
after the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, Nov. 
18. The sale is always on the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving, so that prepared food can be 
at your convenience for your special day. 
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Ministry and 
Outreach Building 
By Maury Meyer, Building Com-
mittee Chair 

If you have been to the St. Francis 
campus in the last month, you will 
have seen that our new Ministry and 
Outreach Center is really taking 
shape! The old well was capped, the 
pad has been laid out, and the old 
sprinkler system was capped outside 
the building perimeter, and the 
plumbing has been laid down into 
the pad. 
       Bob Wunderlich is scheduling 
the concrete pour for the latter part 
of the next week (Dec. 5 - 7.) 

(L to R): Fr. David and Fr. 
Gordon continued the service 
for the ground breaking of the 
new Ministry and Outreach 
Center. 

The congregation was ready for Fr. David Chalk and Fr. Gordon Scheible to 
begin the service for the ground breaking of the new Ministry and Outreach 
Center building on Sunday, Nov. 18. 

The new Ministry and Outreach Center is almost ready to have concrete poured. See article on this page.  
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   St. Francis by the Lake 
   P.O. Box 2031 
   Canyon Lake, TX 78133 
   (830)-964-3820 
   francis@gvtc.com 
   www.saintfrancisbythelake.org 

Our Mission 
Statement 

 

As Children of God we, at St. Francis 
by the Lake, are committed to living, 
learning, and sharing the love of Christ, 
the Word of God, and the power of the 
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our 
communities, and the world. 

(L to R): Marge Adler, music director for September and October; Fr. Gordon 
Scheible, supply priest for August, September and October while Fr. David 
was on sabbatical; and Linda Bosenbark, Senior Warden, stood before the 
congregation in the parish hall for St. Francis’ potluck brunch after the All 
Together Now service on Nov. 4. Linda gave cards and gifts of thanks to 
Marge and Fr. Gordon for their service to St. Francis and the community. 

 

 

 

Gay Helm 
July 17, 1928 - November 19, 2018 

 

In loving memory 

 

 

Kaylie Yuill 
Dec. 13, 1999 - November 19, 2018 

 

In loving memory 

Fr. David commissioned Libby Templeton, 
Tatiana Hoecker, and Dusty Hoecker for 
the Navajo Mission trip which would leave 
on Thursday, Nov. 8, and return on Mon-
day, Nov. 12. 


