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At St. Jude’s on Sunday, Nov. 8, everyone was asked to dress up as saints. 

at St. Francis (830) 964-3820, or  
Betty Morris at (830) 515-8659 or 
bmorris@gvtc.com. 

StStStSt....    FrancisFrancisFrancisFrancis    supportssupportssupportssupports    
StStStSt....    AndrewAndrewAndrewAndrew    LutheranLutheranLutheranLutheran    
withwithwithwith    FamilyFamilyFamilyFamily    PromisePromisePromisePromise    
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chair 

St. Francis serves as a support church 
for the Family Promise ministry at St. 
Andrew Lutheran Church once each 
quarter. Typically, we are responsi-
ble for the dinner meal on Monday 
evening of each week that St. An-
drew is the host church. This past 
week we were asked to provide ad-
ditional support and members came 
through in flying colors, with 11 
people assisting. 
       On Monday evening, Linda 
Bosenbark led a team consisting of 
Larry Bosenbark, Betty Morris, 
Velda Vukoder, and Judy Frey to 
provide the evening meal. On Friday 
evening, Judy and Bernie Frey 
served the evening meal which was 
prepared by members of St. Andrew. 
Later that evening, Robert and 
Lynda McNab were the overnight 
hosts. And, on Saturday evening, 
Linda and Jay Hillin were the 7:00 - 
9:00 p.m. hosts and helped with a 
Halloween party for the children 
after dinner. 
       Six additional people have 
asked to be included in the Family 
Promise training so they can assist in 
future weeks. A training session has 
been scheduled. (See page 2.) Any-
one who is interested is invited to 
attend. 

When requested, the Holy Com-
munion is taken to those who can-
not be with us on Sunday morning. 
An assigned person takes the com-
munion kit from the altar and is 
commissioned, in the name of St. 
Francis by the Lake Episcopal 
Church, to go to someone’s home, 
hospital room, or nursing home so 
that they may share with us in the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ. 
       If you are discerning a call to 
this ministry, please visit with Fr. 
David or Betty Morris to explore this 
further. We will be having a training 
session in January for present and 
new Eucharistic Visitors. Please pray 
about your call to this important 
ministry. You may contact Fr. David 

Eucharistic visitorsEucharistic visitorsEucharistic visitorsEucharistic visitors    
By Betty Morris, Lay Eucharistic 
Visitors, FEAST, and Memorial 
Chair 

Share the Story ofShare the Story ofShare the Story ofShare the Story of    
ChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmas    
By Lynda McNab, DOK President 

On Friday, Dec. 18, St. Francis will 
present the living nativity at North 
Pole Village. There are parts and 
costumes for all ages and sizes. Act-
ing ability is not a requirement. This 
is a wonderful opportunity to share 
the true story of Christmas with our 
community. 
           

             (Continued on page 7) 
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Dear friends, 
 

“‘O Lord, have I 
not asked you to 
free me from this 
anger?’ And the 
Lord answered, 

‘Yes, and for this reason I am multi-
plying the occasions for you to 
learn.’” (Beginning to Pray by Metr. 
Anthony Bloom, 19 June 1914 – 4 
August 2003, Russian Orthodox 
Bishop, Missionary, and Spiritual Di-
rector of Great Britain and Ireland.) 
 

“What’s someone who truly 
desires to grow in the Faith 
supposed to ask for? Well, it 

really doesn’t matter. And for 
that we can be thankful.” 

 
       I often joke with people and sug-
gest that I’ve stopped asking the Lord 
for patience, because He always pro-
vides opportunities for me to prac-
tice. The initial quote from Bishop 
Anthony sure underscores my point. 
The old adage “be careful what you 
pray for” applies here as well. 
       What’s a hopeful Christian to do? 
What’s someone who truly desires to 
grow in the Faith supposed to ask 
for? Well, it really doesn’t matter. 
And for that we can be thankful. 
 

“The Lord knows what you 
and I need and He provides 
for us opportunities to grow 

in faith.” 
 
       You see, the Lord knows. The 
Lord knows what you and I need 
and He provides for us opportuni-
ties to grow in faith. 
       This autumn He has provided 
many opportunities for the practice 
and exercise of our faith: ISIL, world 
conflict, church attendance, giving, 
our Stewardship Campaign, etc. I’m 
going to begin the new year of Ad-
vent in hope, with trust, living in 
love and the expectation that He is 

the Lord, and He is good, all the 
time, and that we can live with con-
fidence. I invite you to join me! 
       Faithfully yours, 
       Fr. David 

Stacey Minor, Executive Director of 
Family Promise - New Braunfels, will 
conduct an orientation session at St. 
Francis on Dec. 2, starting at 1:00 
p.m. This training is required for 
anyone who would like to work with 
the Family Promise guests. The session 
will last approximately two hours. 
              Please call Bernie Frey at 
(210) 863-7866 with any questions. 

FamilyFamilyFamilyFamily    PromisePromisePromisePromise    
trainingtrainingtrainingtraining    
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chair 

Building for ourBuilding for ourBuilding for ourBuilding for our    
futurefuturefuturefuture    
By Maury Meyer, Building 
Committee Chair 

First, let me say “Thank You!” to 
everyone who volunteered to partici-
pate in the Diocesan interviews con-
cerning support for our new Ministry 
and Outreach Center. Turnout was 
excellent and Nancy Stinson emailed 
me that “Ted Burkhart and I had a 
wonderful time interviewing the 
families of St. Francis two weekends 
ago. Also, please thank the leader-
ship who hosted us so graciously.” 
       Nancy has prepared an online 
survey for those families that were 
not able to participate on Nov. 14 
and 15. I will be sending her a list of 
those families, with their email ad-
dresses. If you were unable to do an 
interview with Ted or Nancy, and 
would prefer to do this by mail ra-
ther than online, please let me know 
by Wednesday, Dec. 2 
(maurymeyer@gmail.com or text 
or phone me at (830) 708-3133.) I 
will give your mailing addresses to 
Nancy, and she will mail the survey 
to you and include a return enve-
lope. 
       During the interviews, at least 
one family made a suggestion that 
we might look at doing necessary 
repairs to the parish hall and Sunday 
school rooms rather than build a 
new structure. 
       Bernie Frey, a member of the 
Building Committee (BC,) offered 
the BC the following real-life exam-
ple about a similar project that the 
Building Committee wants to share 
with all of you: “As the chair of the 

building committee for a different 
organization that Judy and I support, 
we were faced with the same issue 
regarding our facilities. A new build-
ing designed by an architect was go-
ing to cost $400,000. An ‘estimate’ 
to repair and remodel the present 
facility was around $300,000. The 
building committee decided to go 
with the repair and remodel to save 
money. 
       When the plans were submitted 
to general contractors (GCs) for 
their review, I asked three GCs I 
know in San Antonio to provide a 
bid. Each of them declined once 
they saw the building, saying that 
when you get into old construction 
you can’t tell what might be uncov-
ered that isn’t visible to the naked 
eye. That turned out to be a pro-
phetic. A GC took the job, and with 
cost overruns due to unforeseen is-
sues, the remodeling of the old 
building ended up costing over 
$400,000, and that was with some 
work that was donated. 
       This is a classic example of what 
can happen with ‘penny pinching’ in 
an attempt to save money.” 
       Considering the age and condi-
tion of our current parish hall and 
school rooms, and knowing person-
ally what our Junior Wardens have 
to do to keep things useable, I think 
Bernie offers very wise advice! 
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We are now offering a new Christian 
Education class just for you. We 
meet Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. 
in the youth room. Each week we 
explore topics related to the lection-
ary readings through music, art, liter-
ature, drama, and movement. Join us 
and feel free to bring a friend. 

Treasurer’sTreasurer’sTreasurer’sTreasurer’s    
reportreportreportreport    
By Lynda Leadford 
Email: 
treasure@gvtc.com 

Report for October 2015 
 

To All, 
 

Our expenses were above income in 
October, although our income itself 
was more than budgeted. Thanks to 
all who are keeping current with 
their pledges! We completed the first 
ten months well ahead of our finan-
cial plan. We are nearly $20,000 
ahead of what we forecast. (We fore-
cast having to dip into reserves from 
prior years.) Again, many thanks. 
       Having made the payment on 
the Crump Note, our indebtedness 
on the nave is down to $50,000. This 
is a 2% note which will be paid in 
full in 2020. 
       Our Pledge Drives themselves 
are updated below. Please remember 
that contributions to your pledge 
does not begin until after Jan. 1, 2016. 
       As we go to press for this Fran-
ciscan, I pray you had a wonderful 
and safe Thanksgiving. May you have 
a blessed Advent season. Be safe! 
 

2016 Pledge Drive Update: 
63 General Operations Pledges - 
$200,915 
 

19 Debt Retirement Pledges - 
$15,620 
 

2 Building Pledges - $3,600 
 

Debts: Crump Note: $50,000.00 
   Rectory Note: $15,994.50 

EpiscopalEpiscopalEpiscopalEpiscopal    
ChurchChurchChurchChurch    
WomenWomenWomenWomen    
By Valeska McHugh, 
ECW President 

short notice in changing the meeting 
place and we appreciated Maury and 
Tom opening their home. 
       Lin Boudreaux introduced our 
guest speaker Battalion Chief Bran-
don Kludth. A question and answer 
session was helpful to learn about 
our wonderful Fire/EMS and how it 
works. We learned the geographical 
areas covered, where we would be 
transported in an emergency and 
why, and some of the equipment the 
new vehicles are using. He explained 
our air transport and why they call 
certain carriers. Our area has a new 
amphibious terrain vehicle which is 
adapted to our new boat that cruises 
the lake. The diversification has 
made our Fire/EMS an outstanding 
service to Comal County in which 
we can feel very secure. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       We asked how many were re-
ceiving and reading the minutes and 
treasurer’s report in the e-news. They 
are sent out as an attachment the 
week before the meeting. Copies were 
available at the meeting and there 
were no corrections or additions.  
       Ronnie Schwakhofer gave us a 
final total of $4,160 for the rummage 
and bake sale. Our feature in the 
paper and all the hard work made 
this outstanding for all! To our 
“Whirling Dervish” Ronnie and all 
of the workers we say THANKS! 
We are very happy that Chuck took 
on this project! 

Battalion Chief Brandon Kludth 

Attention Attention Attention Attention 
middle school middle school middle school middle school 

and high school and high school and high school and high school 
studentsstudentsstudentsstudents    
By Lynda McNab 

For an update on the Valen-For an update on the Valen-For an update on the Valen-For an update on the Valen-
tine’s Have a Heart Luncheon tine’s Have a Heart Luncheon tine’s Have a Heart Luncheon tine’s Have a Heart Luncheon 
read article on page 5.read article on page 5.read article on page 5.read article on page 5.    

       The ECW will co-sponsor with 
the Daughters of the King the Quiet 
Day, Saturday, Mar. 5, 2016, a time for 
quiet reflection and inner spirituality. 
       The Community Thanksgiving 
service and reception was hosted by 
St. Francis at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
Nov. 22. We provided food for the 
reception held in the parish hall. 
Several churches participated on a 
community wide scale. 
       The next ECW meeting will be 
held at Lin Boudreaux’s home at 685 
Kings Pt., Canyon Lake. The Christ-
mas party will be from 3:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 12. Mark 
your calendars. The gate code will be 
communicated prior to the event. 
This event is hosted by the ECW 
officers. I will be out of town but 
will see all is taken care of before I 
leave in body but not spirit!  
       Soul Sista’s will be chosen every 
four months. January will be our 
next time to draw a new person to 
become better acquainted.  
       October and November birth-
days were celebrated and thanks to Jo 
Conchado and Erma Dewispelaere 
for being hostesses.  

The Episcopal Church Women 
(ECW) met on Nov. 12 at Maury 
Meyer’s home at 1:00 p.m. There was 
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Needs for Needs for Needs for Needs for 
CRRCCRRCCRRCCRRC    

food pantryfood pantryfood pantryfood pantry    
 

Our local food pantry continues to 
be in need of the following items: 

 

plastic grocery bags, 
 

evaporated milk, 
 

bar soap, 
 

shampoo, 
 

dish soap, 
 

hand soap, and 
 

toilet paper. 
 

All contributions are appreciated. 

From all reports, the FEAST groups 
are meeting regularly and enjoying 
the opportunity to get to know each 
other better. FEAST groups are 
small dinner groups that meet 
monthly in homes or restaurants 
and all are welcome. 
       New FEAST groups will be 
formed before Dec. 15, so that the list 
can be out right after Christmas. If 
you’re in a group and want to remain, 
no action is needed. If you are NOT 
in a group and would like to be, 
please contact Betty Morris at (830) 
515-8659, or bmorris@gvtc.com 
before Dec. 15. The same contact 
information may be used for ques-
tions about FEAST groups. 
       Something special is planned 
for our February groups, so keep 
tuned to hear about it. 

I just want to thank everyone for 
your great response to the UTO Fall 
In-gathering! As the blue boxes and 
envelopes were being emptied, I 

Collecting gentlyCollecting gentlyCollecting gentlyCollecting gently    
usedusedusedused    coats,coats,coats,coats,    jackets,jackets,jackets,jackets,    
sweaters, andsweaters, andsweaters, andsweaters, and    
sweatshirtssweatshirtssweatshirtssweatshirts    
By Maureen Schein, Resource Pro-
gram Director of CRRC of Canyon 
Lake 

UTO updateUTO updateUTO updateUTO update    
By Mary K. Chittenden, 
UTO Chairman 

Feast groupsFeast groupsFeast groupsFeast groups    
By Betty Morris, Lay Eucharistic 
Visitors, FEAST, and Memorial 
Chair 

ChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmas    
poinsettiaspoinsettiaspoinsettiaspoinsettias    
Poinsettias will be 
purchased to deco-

rate the Altar and church for the 
Christmas season. You can help by 
donating the cost of a poinsettia. 
       Please fill out a slip included in 
the December bulletins, and desig-
nate your memorial or thanksgiving 
wishes. The poinsettia plants are 
$10.00 each, and a list of donors and 
their memorials will be included in 
the Christmas bulletin. Thank you 
for your support. 

To benefit clients of the Community 
Resource & Recreation Center’s 
(CRRC) Food Pantry, the Canyon 
Lake Rotary Club is collecting gen-
tly used coats, jackets, sweaters, and 
sweatshirts. This is their annual 
Project Warmth coat drive. These 
are distributed through the CRRC 
main office in Sattler. If you would 
like to donate any outerwear gar-
ments, please drop them off at 
1917 FM 2673. If you would like to 
arrange a pick-up of a pile of the 
outerwear garments, please call the 
CRRC office at (830) 964-2324. 
       This project is well-received 
and highly appreciated by those 
who do not have the funds to pur-
chase coats for themselves or their 
children. 
       Thank you for participating! 

Community of Hope Commissioning (See article below) Pictured L-R: Fr. Eric Fenton, Fr. 
Gordon Scheible, Jo Conchado, Ann Patla, George Witbeck, Gay Witbeck, Patricia Doyal, 
Valerie Kirk, Libby Templeton, Dale Jones, Beverley Matthewson, Staci Brian, Don Stack-
house, Julie Chalk, Tricia Jones, Lin Boudreaux, and Fr. David Chalk. (See article on page 6.) 

thought about all the prayers and 
blessings that were involved while 
you gave up your change or wrote 
out your check to support this won-
derful mission. Many people will be 
helped across the world! A total of 
$539.86 was deposited from the Fall 
In-gathering. The total that will be 
sent to the diocese, including the 
monies from the 2014 Spring In-
gathering, will be $1,179.40. 
       Thank you again for your will-
ing response to this ministry. The 
Spring In-gathering will be held 
some time in May. Pick up your 
Blue Box early, and let’s start mak-
ing 2015 an even better year! 
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The FranciscanThe FranciscanThe FranciscanThe Franciscan    
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What’s happeningWhat’s happeningWhat’s happeningWhat’s happening    
 

Daughters of the King (DOK) met 
Nov. 18 in the library at the 
Pinnacle, Eden Hill, where 
Margaret Mitchell is a resident. Our 
next meeting will be a Christmas 
luncheon at the home of Lynda 
McNab on Dec. 16 at 12:30 pm. 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 
meet Dec. 12 at Lin Boudreaux’s 
home at 3:00 p.m. for the 
Christmas party. 

Scripture Study Group is an in-
formal study that meets at 10:00 
a.m. on Wednesdays in the parish 
hall, followed by Eucharist. 

Vestry Meeting - Sunday, Dec. 13, 
at 12:30 p.m. in the parish hall. 

Adult Sunday School meets 
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the parish 
hall. 

Youth Sunday School meets 
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the youth 
room (last room in the portables.) 
Topics explored are related to the 
Gospel reading and how they relate 
to each of our lives. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at 
10:00 a.m. on the third Saturday 
(Dec. 19) of each month. 

Evening Study Class meets at 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesdays in the parish hall. 

Scrapbook and Craft Night won’t 
meet in December. 

St. Jude’s Ranch - We celebrate the 
Eucharist with the children every 
first Sunday of the month at 6:00 
p.m. in Bulverde. The next date to 
attend St. Jude’s will be Dec. 6. 

Al-Anon meetings start on Saturday, 
Jan. 9, at 10:00 a.m. in the Jones 
Hall. (See flyer attached to the 
kiosk in the Narthex.) 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    birthdaysbirthdaysbirthdaysbirthdays    

Mark your calendarsMark your calendarsMark your calendarsMark your calendars    
 

Dec. 7 - 9:15 a.m. - Election of 
Council Delegates and Alter-
nates and Vestry between the 
services 
 

Dec. 10, 11, 12 & 17, 18, & 19 - 
6:00 p.m. - North Pole Village at 
CRRC (St. Francis “night” is 
on Dec. 18. Please arrive be-
tween 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., if 
you are performing in the Nativi-
ty play.) 
 

Dec. 20 - 12 noon (after 10:30 
a.m. service) - Greening of the 
church followed by a Potluck 
Luncheon at 12:30 p.m. in the 
parish hall. 
 

Dec. 19 - 2:00 p.m. - Christmas 
caroling (followed by pizza) 
 

Dec. 24 - 5:30 p.m. - Christmas 
Eve Service 
 

Dec. 24 - 10:00 p.m. - Tradition-
al Christmas Eve Service - begin-
ning with music 
 

Dec. 25 - 10:00 a.m. - Christmas 
Day Service 
 

Jan. 21, 2016 - 6:00 p.m. - Pre-
council at St. Andrew’s in Seguin 
Feb. 18-20, 2016 - 112th Annual 
Diocesan Council 
Mar. 12, 2016 - Crop Walk 
Apr. 3, 2016 - St. Francis visita-
tion with Bishop Gary Lillibridge 

Karen MacConnell      12/1 
Joan Blankenbeker      12/4 
Phil Hopkins       12/4 
Douglas Kirk       12/7 
Dave LaCombe       12/7 
Brad Mount          12/12 
Dale Jones          12/13 
Mary K. Chittenden       12/15 
Larry Wenzel         12/15 
Bruno Torres         12/16 
Becky Averyt         12/18 
Lynda Middleton        12/18 
Kristina Kirk         12/24 
Linda Hillin          12/25 
Bob Kerr           12/25 
Gloria Wildberger        12/25 
Brenda Amos         12/26 
Mary Wenzel         12/27 
Jay Braunig          12/28 
Baker Duncan         12/29 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    
anniversariesanniversariesanniversariesanniversaries    

Bob and Jeanne Slupik      12/19 
Bubba and Margo Horner     12/21 

Valentine’s Have aValentine’s Have aValentine’s Have aValentine’s Have a    
Heart LuncheonHeart LuncheonHeart LuncheonHeart Luncheon    
canceledcanceledcanceledcanceled    
By Candace Fitch, Chair of the 
Have a Heart Valentine’s Day Event 

Dear friends, 
It is with great sadness I have in tell-
ing you all that the Valentine lunch-
eon/market has been canceled for 
the February 2016 fundraiser. We just 
don't have the support or enthusiasm 
we had last year and the year before, 
and for those reasons, we decided 
that perhaps other smaller fundraisers 
might suit our congregation better.  
       There will be a meeting in Janu-
ary to think about other options, but 
those details have not been worked 
out yet. 
       I am sorry for the children of 
this community who will not benefit 
from this fundraiser the most. 
       GOD’s peace to all and lots of 
love. You all have blessed me with 
your friendship throughout the years 
and during this beautiful time of the 
year I give thanks for each and every-
one of you. 
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The 2016 pre-council scheduled for 
the Northeastern Convocation, 
which includes St. Francis by the 
Lake, is on Thursday, Jan. 21, at 

2016 Pre2016 Pre2016 Pre2016 Pre----councilcouncilcouncilcouncil    
in Seguinin Seguinin Seguinin Seguin    

In honor of Veterans Day, St. Francis recognized all Veterans within our Parish family. We asked for framed photographs with a short bio 
attached to include name, relation, years in service, and any information you would like to share. Fr. David designated an area in the Nave 
for the display, which was ready on Nov. 3. Thank you! 
       Jeanne Slupik, Veterans Day Display Coordinator 

MustangMustangMustangMustang    
IslandIslandIslandIsland    

beautification daybeautification daybeautification daybeautification day    
By Kevin Spaeth, Director Opera-
tions at the Mustang Island Episco-
pal Conference Center 

Bring your gloves, hammer, and a 
pair of safety glasses and join the 
staff at Mustang Island Conference 
Center for a workday in fellowship 
on Saturday, Dec. 5. Volunteers, 
who are at least 16 years old will 
tackle beautification projects, in-
cluding boardwalk repair, fence 
building, and more. Lunch will be 
provided. 
       RSVP by calling (361) 749-
1800 or by emailing Kevin Spaeth 
at kevin.spaeth@dwtx.org. 

       Over the past three 
months, 17 individuals have 
been preparing for servant 
ministry by sharing, worshipping, 
praying, story telling, role-playing, 
discovering our spiritual gifts, and 
bonding in community. Participating 
in these experiences has helped 
shape our spiritual and pastoral 

Community of HopeCommunity of HopeCommunity of HopeCommunity of Hope    
By Tricia Jones, with excerpts 
from COH Module 14, 
Commitment to Ministry 

6:00 p.m. at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in Seguin. The address is 
201 East Nolte Street, and the 
phone number is (830) 372-4330. 
       A light supper at 6:00 p.m. will 
begin the meeting. The presentation 
will start at 6:45 p.m. for delegates 
and alternates. 
       Pre-council meetings are im-
portant for preparation to Council. 
Many details of the diocesan budget 
will be presented and not repeated at 
Council. Going to pre-council helps 
reduce the amount of time devoted 
to business during Council. 

identities. The training phase is over, 
and the commitment to ministry 
occurred at the 10:30 a.m. service 
on Nov. 22. Fifteen individuals were 
commissioned as Community of 
Hope trained lay pastoral caregivers 
for St Francis by the Lake. Two in-
dividuals re-affirmed their commis-
sion.  
       Being a lay pastoral caregiver is 
a vocation, a calling. This call to fol-
low Jesus points to a life of service; 
service to others, to the stranger, 
and to those who are in crisis and in 
need. After being commissioned, 
the lay pastoral caregivers committed 
to various ministries each month to 
support St. Francis and the sur-
rounding community. 
More information will be coming in 
the next few months about those 
ministries. 
       Part of the commitment as a lay 
pastoral caregiver is to continue to 
grow spiritually through weekly wor-
ship, daily spiritual reading and pray-
er, and participating in retreats and 
quiet days.  
       Participating in the “Circle of 
Care” is also part of the commitment. 
The Circle of Care is a monthly     
           

             (Continued on page 7) 
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Community …    (Cont’d from page 6) 
 

gathering that provides lay pastoral 
caregivers a time to pray, share, 
bond, practice listening, seek super-
vision, learn, and grow in commun-
ion with one another. It is a time to 
debrief personal reactions, feelings, 
questions, and personal issues. 
       During the training, we were 
part of “a school for God’s service,” 
spiritual identity, pastoral skills, and 
community building. Now we will 

Share the …     (Cont’d from page 1) 
 

       If you would like to join us, 
please come to the CRRC Recrea-
tion Center (below the dam) on the 
18th between 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
We will meet in the Senior Center 
building behind the gym for cos-
tumes and role assignments. We will 
present the program about six times 
during the evening.  
       If you have any questions, please 
contact Lynda McNab at (830) 964-
3793 or lmcnab@gvtc.com. Feel 
free to bring a friend. There is always 
room for another angel or shepherd, 
and wise men are always in demand. 
       Want to participate, but don’t 
want to act? We need dressers and 
prop people as well as sandwiches to 
feed our hungry crew. 
       For more information about 
North Pole Village which will be 
open the evenings of Dec. 10, 11, 
and 12, and 17, 18, and 19, please 
check the website http://
www.crrcofcanyonlake.org/#!
north-pole-village/c1aqc. Volun-
teer a few hours if you can to help 
with this magical holiday event. You 
will be blessed with the holiday spirit 
as you share the joy of the season 
with others.  

Hello all you fab cooks at St. Fran-
cis, and everyone else who gets to 
eat their tasty concoctions! 
       At the October Wednesday 
night Potluck, Fr. David suggested a 
new idea for these lovely fellowship 
dinners: why not do a theme for 
each month, i.e., all dishes have 
chocolate, or wine, or specific culi-
nary cultures, i.e., Tex-Mex, French, 
German, etc.? You get the idea. This 
was received very enthusiastically, 
and the group voted on chocolate as 
the ingredient for the November 
Potluck, with the caveat of please, 
not all desserts! 
       Well I have to say, and I believe 
I would be heartily supported by all 
those at the November Potluck, we 
had the most fabulous Potluck ever!! 
And actually, we only had one des-
sert - the majority of the offerings 
were scrumptious entrees, sides, and 
salads, all of them including a choc-
olate ingredient. 
       This began a discussion of in-
cluding a regular column in the 
Franciscan with one Potluck or new 
FEAST recipe (discovered/served 
since our wonderful ECW FEAST 
cookbook) each month called “The 
Culinary Column” (thanks to Julie 
C. for the title,) which in turn led to 
the suggestion to also have a link in 
the Good News for more recipes 
and a permanent database of such. 
So here we go with my pork ribs 
dish (I don’t claim invention of the 
recipe - I found it online on Saveur, 
but I do think this dish could give 
Franklin B-B-Que in Austin some 
competition on the bark and flavor. 
I may be bragging, but it was AWE-
SOME! And it was easy! 
       The December potluck theme 
will be wine (in the dishes - not just 
to drink!) OK, that can’t be bad, 

Culinary cornerCulinary cornerCulinary cornerCulinary corner    
By Maury Meyer, The Franciscan edi-
tor, and Vestry Member 

right? Be there, or be gourmand-
deprived! 
       Here is the recipe: Cocoa-
Rubbed Baby Back Ribs, serves 4-6. 
       Ingredients: 1/3 C unsweetened 
cocoa powder; 1/2 C light brown 
sugar; 3 T ancho chili powder 
(didn’t have, so I used chipotle chili 
powder); 2 T Kosher salt; 2 T granu-
lated onion; 1 T granulated garlic; 1 
T dried oregano; 1 T dried mustard; 
2 t dried ginger; 2 t ground cinna-
mon; 1 t ground allspice; 2 racks (3 
lb.) pork baby back ribs (I used St. 
Louis ribs because that’s what I had 
- very similar.) 
       Mix cocoa, brown sugar, and all 
spices in a bowl. Rub ribs generous-
ly with spice mix and wrap in plastic 
wrap. Refrigerate overnight. 
       I changed the following cook-
ing instructions from the Saveur rec-
ipe based on prior experience to go 
slower and lower to ensure more fall
-off-the bones tenderness and a 
good crisp bark. About 1 hour be-
fore cooking, remove ribs from the 
refrigerator and allow them to come 
to room temperature. Heat oven to 
325°. Cook 2 hours covered in foil, 
bone side up in a single layer. Then 
flip to meat side up and cook un-
covered for 1 1/2 hours at 325°. 
This was in the oven, but the bark 
was as good as a smoker or grill - 
using a grill/smoker would be great. 

begin solidifying the community 
through our ministries and the Circle 
of Care.  
       If you would like more infor-
mation about St Francis’ Communi-
ty of Hope, please contact Tricia 
Jones, Julie Chalk, Velda Vukoder or 
Fr. David Chalk. 
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Our Mission 
Statement 

 

As Children of God, we at St. Francis 
by the Lake are committed to living, 
learning, and sharing the love of Christ, 
the word of God and the power of the 
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our 
communities and the world. 

 

Mountain Valley Middle School. 
Watch for the Angel Tree to be set 
up soon in the Narthex with re-
quests on the branches. If you have 
any questions, please contact Bernie 
Frey at (210) 863-7866. 

In loving memoryIn loving memoryIn loving memoryIn loving memory    
John D’Andrea 

June 3, 1937 - November 3, 2015 
 

Jeanne Slupik and Richard Ellas (sitting in front). My Dad and I were invited this year to 
participate in the first ever Veterans Day Parade in New Braunfels. I had not planned to 
wear my uniform but then decided a photo of us together would be a great addition to his 
scrapbook. Dad, who is 92, wore his Alamo Honor Flight shirt and WWII hat. We had ex-
pected to ride on a golf cart but when asked if we wanted to ride on TOP of the vintage 
1950 Ford Firetruck, Dad immediately said “Yes!” As you can see, we made it up there! 
Dad had a blast! 

Good SamaritanGood SamaritanGood SamaritanGood Samaritan    
CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity    ServicesServicesServicesServices    
Christmas bagsChristmas bagsChristmas bagsChristmas bags    
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chair 

Again this year, St. Francis is partici-
pating in the Good Samaritan Christ-
mas Bag program (GSCS.) The 
GSCS provides a holiday meal to 
more than 600 Good Sam families by 
donating a bag filled with the items 
to create a Christmas feast. 
       Christmas Bags need to be deliv-
ered to St. Francis by Dec. 13. Please 
place the following items in a reusa-
ble grocery bag: 2 cans of green 
beans, 2 cans of corn, 1 can of sweet 
potatoes, 1 box of stuffing, 1 box of 
mashed potatoes, 1 jar/package of 
gravy, 1 can cranberry sauce, 1 pack-
age of Christmas napkins, 1 package 
of Christmas plates, and 1 small gift 
(candy canes, Christmas books, orna-
ments - no gift cards please.) 
       Or you can provide a donation 
to help with the Christmas bag cam-
paign. Each Christmas bag costs 
about $20. Donation checks should 
be made out to Good Samaritan 
Community Services marked for the 
Christmas Bag Campaign and placed 
in the collection plate. 
       Please call Bernie Frey at (210) 
863-7866 with any questions. St. Francis has again 

this year been asked to provide 
Christmas presents for students at 

Angel TreeAngel TreeAngel TreeAngel Tree    
By Bernie Frey, Out-
reach Chair 


