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Summer feeding
program

St. Francis by the Lake
Canyon Lake, Texas

From the
Sr. Warden:

By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chairman

Revitalizing

On Wednesday, July 10, volunteers
gathered at St. Andrew Lutheran
Church to prepare groceries for delivery to nineteen students and their
families in the Canyon Lake Area
who were identified for the Summer
Feeding Program. This program
provides several grocery bags of
food items, fresh milk, and bread
every two weeks. Those participating that day included Michelle Wisdom, her daughter Hannah, Liz Salazar, Renea Suberg, Tamara and
Bella Huneau, Ray Ferguson, Tricia
Jones, Judy Frey, Linda Hendricks,
and her daughter Emma, and Linda
and Larry Bosenbark.
One delivery volunteer saw a
nine-year old boy a second time.
The volunteer had delivered books
the first time, and the boy asked “do
you have books?” The answer was
no. The next day, the delivery person went to the CRRC Thrift store,
and purchased several appropriate
books, and delivered them to the
boy. The cost of the books was $3,
but as the commercial says “the joy
shown by the boy was priceless.”
Bernie

Stewardship
By Jim Kelch, Sr. Warden
james.r.kelch@gmail.com
Fr. David, Bob Amos, and I recently
attended the Diocese of West Texas
presentation of Revitalizing Stewardship. The presenter, Richard
Rogers, worked with us in our stewardship campaign for our beautiful
new parish hall.
The focus of the presentation
was provided in two parts: Part A in
San Antonio, and Part B in Corpus
Christi, and surrounded the question, “What does God want me to
do?” His theme was enhanced by
his saying “We learn best when trying to teach something.” This question was intended to be taken back
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to our churches to use with our
friends and peers when discussing
stewardship. Three framing elements were:
“Stewardship” - what we believe
about ownership;
“Giving” - What we do with
what we believe; and
“Generosity” - The measurement
of our giving, which becomes part
of our identity.
There are many verses in the
Bible about giving. He chose 1
Chronicles (29:10-14.) David praised
the Lord in the presence of the
whole assembly, saying, “Praise be
to you, Lord, the God of our father
Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, Lord, is the greatness
and power and the glory and the
majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours.
Yours, Lord, is the kingdom, you
are exalted head over all. Wealth
and honor come from you, you are
(Continued on page 6)

Bernie Frey provided a picture of those helping with the summer feeding program. See
article on this page. (L to R): Liz Salazar, Linda Hendricks (red) Michelle Wisdom, Hannah
Wisdom, Ray Ferguson, Tamara Huneau, Larry Bosenbark and Renea Suberg.
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Dear friends,
Recently I had
the privilege of
leading our vestry through a
brief guided
meditation. I said “In every moment, and under every circumstance,
we—individually and corporately—
are the direct, special objects of
God’s love. In Deuteronomy
(14.1, 2,) God calls His followers
His special treasure (sægulláh.) This is
neither a reward or a prize for good
behavior. In fact, this is completely
out of our control. It’s God, doing
His thing. It’s a direct consequence
of an out-pouring of God’s divine,
immutable nature. God’s will is to
love us. Therefore God does more
than we can ask, imagine, or desire.
In Matthew (19.26,) Jesus says that
‘we are powerless’ to save ourselves. We can cause our alienation.
We can break God’s heart. But we
can’t cause God to stop loving us.
We can’t make God go against His
nature.”

“God’s will is to love us.
Therefore God does more
than we can ask, imagine,
or desire.”
And when it comes time for us
to accept our restoration and our
healing of these self-inflicted
wounds, we must realize that often
the cure is difficult and painful. It’s
helpful to remember that, behind
the positive effects of the pain and
discomfort we’re experiencing, is
our Friend and Savior. Someone
once said, “the means of grace may
hurt like hell…” but we must lean
into it and not resist.
This comes to you in the love
of Christ; please know that we’re in
this together. If you’re struggling or
experiencing difficulty, reach out to

a sister or brother in our community. They may not recognize your
signs of distress; they may not hear
your unspoken hints. But they will
respond with love (even if inappropriately expressed) should you
choose to share.
May peace and goodness be
yours.
Fr. David

Ministry and
Outreach Center
Update
By Maury Meyer, Building Committee Chair
Hopefully almost everyone is aware
that we began moving into the new
Ministry and Outreach Center
(MOC) about two weeks ago. It’s
been a long process since I was appointed Building Chair in January
2015, but I am personally proud of
the result, and so grateful for God’s
blessings and my wonderful Building Committee. We have a beautiful
building with so much potential to
serve current and future ministry
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and outreach goals.
While we are mostly moved in,
there is still some work to complete.
Cabinet installation began in the St.
Francis Room last week, and our
carpenter soon discovered that one
cabinet base for the 10’ buffet niche
was missing. That was reported to
the vendor, and we are waiting for
that base. Once those cabinets are
installed, the granite countertop can
be measured, cut, and installed, and
then the decorative tile will be installed on the back wall of the
niche.
Assembly and mounting of the
kitchen cabinets started Monday,
July 29, and should be finished next
week, except for some doors that
were damaged by the shippers. As
soon as the cabinets are mounted, I
will order the countertops, the installer can come take exact measurements, and then delivery and installation should take about 2-3 weeks.
Then we will have a fully functioning kitchen.
There are still a few items that
Wunderlich Builders needs to address, and we are waiting for them
to deliver a book with manuals for
(Continued on page 8)
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Treasurer’s
report
By Robert Amos
Email:
treasure@gvtc.com
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Greetings all,
Our finances at St. Francis by the Lake did quite well through the first half of
this year.

General Operations has a slight surplus.
The Capital Campaign and Debt Retirement continue with solid contributions.
Endowment fund has grown well at approximately 13.2% year to date.
Payments on the Ministry and Outreach Center are proceeding as planned.
June 30, 2019 details:
Operations - running better than planned, with a slight surplus.
Revenues: Total revenue for the general fund is $134,076.94 which is better than planned by $8,351.94.
Expenditures: Expenditures were $131,089.39, which is lower (better) than expected by $1,274.61 .
Balance (Revenue minus Expenditures): We have a slight surplus of $2,978.55, which is $9,626.55 better than
planned.
Capital - doing very well.
Capital Campaign: Contributions were $44,914.43 year to date, with total contributions of $476,906.72. Fund balance is $27,213.30.
We continue to make payments on the construction of the Ministry and Outreach Center. Total spending
through June totaled $910,787.61.
Debt Retirement: Contributions are $15,495.00 year to date. The Debt Retirement Fund contains a total of
$23,711.62.
Endowment Fund - grew 13.2% year to date.
The balance is $56,553.91 as of June 30, 2019, which is an increase of $6,615.40.
Our funds as of June 30, 2019:
General Operating
$
7,244.42
Debt Retirement
$
23,711.62
Capital Campaign Fund $
27,691.89
Endowment Fund
$
56,553.91
Debt
$
0.00
Frost Bank - Line of Credit: $ 393,000.00

We are experiencing exciting times here at St. Francis by the Lake. Your involvement with and dedication to our
church family make us all better. Thank you so much for your continued faithfulness and generosity. Thank you for
your active participation and sharing your time and talent.
If you have any comments or questions, or if you would like to discuss a pledge or contribution, please feel free
to contact me at treasure@gvtc.com.
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Episcopal
Church
Women
update
By Ronnie Harper-Schwakhofer,
ECW President

Episcopal Church Women (ECW)
celebrated June, July, and August
birthdays with a pool party at Maury
Meyers’ home - such fun and so
refreshing in this hot weather!
Our next monthly meeting will
be a “Welcome Social” for all the
women of our church on Sep. 12
(Thursday,) in the St. Francis Room.
Further details may be found in the
Good News. Programs for this year
are being scheduled and will be
shared at this meeting.
Be sure and mark your calendars
for the upcoming ECW events for
this year: Rummage Sale - Oct. 18 19 (Friday and Saturday;) Bake Sale
- Nov. 24 (Sunday;) and Taters &
Treasures - Feb. 9, 2020 (Sunday.)
All women of our parish are members of ECW: your involvement/
participation is up to you.
At our monthly meetings we
experience fellowship, food, prayer,
and are enriched by our programs.
The Episcopal Church Women’s
mission is to empower the women
of St. Francis by the Lake to carry
on Christ’s work in the parish, the
community, and throughout the
world. For more information please
call Ronnie Harper-Schwakhofer,
(210) 885-6886.

The ECW summer birthday pool party, at Maury Meyer’s home on July 11, celebrated
June, July, and August birthdays. Pictured behind the beach towels were (L to R):
Brenda Klaftenegger, Carlie Maciejewski, Julie Chalk, Maury Meyer, Nancy Summers,
Linda Hillin, Betty Morris (sitting,) Tricia Jones, Anne Cain, and Azile Davenport.

Needs for
the CRRC
food pantry

Happy birthday (L to R): Maury Meyer,
Azile Davenport, Betty Morris, and Nancy
Summers (sitting.)

Reaching
up…
Reaching
out
Lord, what do you want to do
through me?
This is our parish. The time is now. Pray
for our Capital Campaign and our Stewardship Campaign and ask God’s guidance
in how you are to join in the vision.
The floor plan of the Outreach and
Ministry Center is available in the Narthex.

Our local food pantry continues to
be in need of the following items:
peanut butter;
canned corn;
laundry detergent;
hand soap;
baking items;
cereal;
plastic grocery bags;
toilet paper;
baby diapers - sizes 2, 3, 4, and 5,
and adult sizes, (both disposable and
cloth diapers;) and
toothbrush, toothpaste, and floss.
(When visiting the dentist each patient is
usually given a small bag that contains a
toothbrush, toothpaste, and floss. As each of
us has our semi-annual checkups, please
consider bringing those to church for the
CRRC donation box. Thanks to Betty
Morris for that suggestion.)
All contributions are appreciated.
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What’s happening
Daughters of the King (DOK)
will be on summer break until the
group starts up again on Sep. 25 at
12:30 p.m. in the St. Francis
Room after the 11:30 a.m.
Eucharist.
Episcopal Church Women
(ECW) will meet on Thursday,
Sep. 12, at 11:30 a.m., in the St.
Francis Room for a Welcome
Social. (See article, p. 4.)
Scripture Study Group is an informal study that meets at 10:00
a.m. on Wednesdays in the St.
Francis Room, followed by
Eucharist.
Vestry meets the second Sunday of
each month. The group will meet
Aug. 11 at 12:15 p.m. in the St.
Francis Room.
Adult Sunday School meets most
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the St.
Francis Room.
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on
the fourth Monday of each month
at 1:00 p.m. The group decides at
their meeting where the next gettogether will take place.
Al-Anon meets every Saturday at
10:00 a.m. in Jones Hall.
NA (Narcotics Anonymous) meets
every Sunday at 7:00 p.m. in Jones
Hall.
Caregiver Support Group meets
every third Monday (Aug. 19) of
the month at 7:00 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. in the St. Francis Room.
COH/Circle of Care meets in the
St. Francis Room every first
Sunday of the month.
St. Francis Book Club meets at
6:30 p.m. every first Monday of
the month in the St. Francis
Room.
Men’s Gathering meets every
second Saturday (Aug. 10) of the
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month at 9:30 a.m. in the St.
Francis Room.
Second Saturday Diocesan Mini
Retreat meets each month on the
2nd Saturday at 9:00 a.m. at the
Bishop Jones Center. On beautiful
grounds, the time is for contemplative silence and fellow-ship. (If
you would like to carpool, there
are several woman from St.
Francis that would be glad to have
you join them. Please call the St.
Francis office (830) 964-3820 for
more information.)
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August
anniversaries
John and Cindy McBride
8/9
Jim and Becki Nichols
8/14
Chris and Melissa Mitchell
8/16
Sterling and Bette Wehner
8/19
Frank and Cindy Smith
8/20
Chuck and Ronnie Schwakhofer
8/21
Frank and Beverley Matthewson
8/25

Mark your calendars

August birthdays
Valeska McHugh
Michael Weaver
James Stackhouse
Stacey Benham
Paul McClendon
JoAnn Wilson
Maury Meyer
Chrystina Power
Michelle Bachman
Kevin McHugh
Betty Morris
Mary Ann O’Bryant
Dwain Glass
Maureen “Mo” Simmons
Nathaniel Chalk
Azile Davenport
Jeanne Slupik
Macie White

8/1
8/1
8/2
8/5
8/8
8/8
8/12
8/12
8/13
8/14
8/14
8/15
8/19
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/27
8/31

2019
Upcoming
events:
Sep. 26-29: Cursillo weekend #283 at
Mustang Island Conference Center.

Nov. 7-10: Cursillo weekend #284
at Camp Capers.

Aug. 12 - ECW Welcome Social
in the St. Francis Room. (See
article on p. 4.)
Aug. 10 - 9:00 a.m. - 2nd Saturday Mini Retreat at the Diocese.
Aug. 10 - 9:30 a.m. - Men’s
Gathering in the St. Francis
Room.
Sep. 28 - New Building Celebration.
Oct. 18 & 19 - ECW Rummage
Sale (located at Jones Hall.)
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From the Sr. … (Cont’d from page 1)
the ruler of all things. In your hands
are strength and power to exalt and
give strength to all. Now, our God,
we give you thanks and praise your
glorious name.
But who am I, and who are my
people, that we should be able to
give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have
given you only what comes from
your hand.”
Richard stated that,
“1. Stewardship is not a one party
issue, it’s family.
2. Generosity is giving (time, talent, effort), as well as treasure.
3. Everything comes from God.
What are our truths?
Belief in mission.
Confidence in leadership.”
The big question of “Do I believe in the big picture of stewardship and generosity?” is a question
for everyone. It is evident that
“thankful giving” has gotten us to
where we are today…one smidgen
from opening the brand new doors!
The shared leadership of all who got
us where we are is also evident. Giving nationwide is down almost 30%
in the last 30 years, but our family
provides!
He pointed out that gratitude,
prayer, and faith are the building
blocks for stewardship and generosity. His question “What one word or
phrase describes my personal prayer
life?” was pertinent to me: Consistent, persistent, and personal.
How do we have a successful
stewardship atmosphere in our
church? We must constantly inform,
consistently inspire, and outwardly
invite all our church family. How do
we do that? With leaders who lead.
Using words that matter. Connecting
generosity to our mission. Reflecting
our beliefs in our ministry.
Why did I pick this topic to
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write about? I’m not the Stewardship General for this year, but I did
go to an exciting two sessions about
stewardship. Our charge was to:
Inform,
Inspire, and
Invite.
I hope my humble words partially fulfill that order.
In Christ,
Jim
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Practical

Class instruction focuses on posture, breathing, stretching, balance,
form, and light exercise.
Instructor: Jeanne Slupik
When: Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays from
8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Where: Great hall. Please wear
comfortable clothing, and bring a
yoga mat.
Cost: Donations only, to benefit
St. Francis by the Lake.
Come join us!

Summer Bags are Empty
We are so low on summer food for the kids that we don’t have
enough to fill half the bag. If you are able, please donate any of
the items below. We are particularly needing the entrees.

Kindest regards,
CRRC Food Pantry Team
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Sing a
joyful
song to
the Lord
By John Stump Parish Musician
st.francismusic@yahoo.com
Liturgy (the work of the people)
has historically meant doing a great
deal of singing psalms, hymns, and
songs. I know many people feel
their singing ability is not up to par
and therefore leave that share of
the liturgical workload to their fellow parishioners. It has been said
that some don’t even bother picking up the hymnal, knowing they
have no intention of singing. I
would like to encourage those of
you who might feel this way to
begin to change your ways for a
number of reasons.
1. It is doubtful that anyone’s
voice is so bad that God
would not enjoy hearing it.
2. Community singing can be
very inspiring and fulfilling,
even if you aren’t particularly
good at it. You’ll be surprised
how gratifying, uplifting, and
inspiring it can be, even if you
just squeak along.
3. The Psalms, Hymns, and
Songs that we sing at liturgy
are an integral part of the liturgy.
4. The choir is not just to be
listened to as at a concert.
Most of the time the choir is
singing to help lead the way
and support you in your efforts to sing. Sometimes the
choir will sing something that
is more difficult than the average person in the pew can
sing without practice. This
happens most often at the
Offertory as an anthem. But
even then, it is not cover/

www.saintfrancisbythelake.org

August 2019

background music for the action taking place, but is meant
to be participated in by actively listening.
It is not a matter of simply
singing some of our favorite hymns.
They are chosen to be sung on a
particular Sunday because they bear
some relation to the readings and
prayers for that Sunday. For this
reason alone, you should at least
pick up the hymnal and read the
text of the hymns as they are sung
so as to receive any meaning it
might impart to you and your understanding of the lessons of the
day. You might even find yourself
unintentionally singing along as the
spirit moves you.
Finally, if you do sing at liturgy,
encourage those around you take
part. Just the simple act of offering
to share your hymnal with someone
may help them to join in. If you are
one of those who feels you shouldn’t
be singing, please reconsider. You
might find God revealing himself to
you in new and exciting ways.
John

Sew * Send * Serve
Military Ministry
Cooling Scarves for troops
From The Episcopal Diocese of
West Texas
If you know how to sew and want to
support our active duty troops, we
need you! Military Ministry partners
with Soldiers’ Angels to provide deployed troops with Cooling Scarves.
Cooling Scarves are filled with
polyacrylamide granules that turn to
gel when soaked in water. The
scarves help keep troops cool in
scorching temperatures. Those interested in participating in this ministry need to have a sewing machine
and very basic sewing skills.
Kits are available at no cost to
those wanting to participate in this
outreach. Each kit contains enough
supplies to make 50 scarves and includes detailed instructions for sewing, assembling, and delivering to
troops.
If you would like to learn more
about sewing scarves, or donating
funds to support this ministry, please
contact Leslie Mixson at 888/210824-5387, or by email at
leslie.mixson@dwtx.org.

Patricia Doyal and Julie Chalk (not pictured) sewed cooling scarves
for troops for Sew Send Serve, the military ministry of DWTX.

Completed cooling
scarves for troops for
Sew Send Serve, the
military ministry of
DWTX, were blessed at
the 10:30 a.m. service
on Sunday, July 28.

August 2019

The Franciscan

Page 8

Halleluiah, we are
“living into our
space!”
By Tricia Jones
On Monday, July 22, we began
moving out of the old parish hall
and offices and into the new Ministry and Outreach Center. THANK
YOU Fr. David and St. Francis
parishioners for hoping, dreaming,
praying, and working very hard to
make this a reality. Most especially,
a heartfelt appreciation to the Building Committee, led by Maury Meyer;
the Vestry members (current and
past;) Bob Amos, Treasurer; those
who shared their technical and specialty skills; the many volunteers
who packed, moved, unpacked,
provided meals and covered us all
in prayers. Fr. David, thank you for
your guidance and support throughout this journey.
The next steps have been to get
things in place while continuing
daily activities with as few interruptions as possible. The offices and
music room are functioning very
well. The Great Hall, kitchen, classrooms and storage rooms will take
time to fully unpack and arrange.
There will be adjustments, rearrangements, and kinks to work out
as we live in our space. Your suggestions, patience, and continued
prayers are appreciated.
Tricia Jones

Ministry and … (Cont’d from page 2)
all the building systems and the redlined blueprints, which show all
changes from the original blueprints. Wunderlich Builders has
done a wonderful job, and many
times they have gone above and

(L to R): Bella Huneau; Colin Simmons; Mo Simmons; Tamara Huneau; Andrea Rudnik,
Team Brownsville Coordinator; and Don Stackhouse are prepared to serve food on our
Texas border.

St. Francis by the Lake
P.O. Box 2031
Canyon Lake, TX 78133
(830)-964-3820
francis@gvtc.com
www.saintfrancisbythelake.org

Our Mission
Statement
As Children of God we, at St. Francis
by the Lake, are committed to living,
learning, and sharing the love of Christ,
the Word of God, and the power of the
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our
communities, and the world.

beyond the exact scope of work to
give us the best possible building.
While serving as Building Chair,
I heard many tales of woe concerning other people’s similar efforts. I
have no such tale - it has been a
wonderful learning experience, a

pleasure, and a blessing to have
served in this capacity.

