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Mark your Calendar
the Twice Blessed
Rummage Sale
(ECW fundraiser)
will take place on

Pack the bus
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chairman

Although the school year has come
to a close, it is time to look ahead to
the next school year. Communities
in School is in the planning stages
of their annual school supply drive.
Collection boxes were placed in the
Narthex starting on July 2. We will
be collecting the necessary items
thru the month of July. With a significant number of students in our
area who will be in need of the necessary tools to begin the school
year, your support of this annual
program is greatly needed. Please
see the list of needed items, which
are listed in the Good News, and copies of the list are in the Narthex.
Please contact Bernie Frey at
(210) 863-7866 with any questions.

10/20 & 10/21
We’re already storing items in Jones
Hall for the rummage sale, but need
more! Items needed are gently used
clothing (on hangers,) shoes, household items, furniture, sports equip-
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ment, lawn equipment, electronics
(working order;) however, we cannot take mattresses or sofa beds.
If you want to bring your items
to Jones Hall, the door key is under
the door mat on the left side of
Jones Hall. We need everyone’s help
(donations or labor) to have another
successful fundraiser. Ronnie Harper Schwakhofer is chairing the
fundraiser again this year. If you
wish to volunteer to help with sorting, pricing, or actually working at
the rummage sale, please contact
her at (210) 885-6886 or email:
ronnie78133@gmail.com.

The Episcopal Church Women (ECW) summer celebration of birthdays was held on July 14
at Beverley Matthewson’s home. (L to R): Bette Wehner, Nancy Summers, Susan Kelch,
Imogene Howard, Nan Lewis, Betty Morris, Azile Davenport, and Maury Meyer celebrated
June, July, and August birthdays.
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Dear Friends,
Sometimes,
whether through
current events or
random thoughts,
I’m encouraged to
review the things we believe and why
the Church behaves the way she
does. The Eucharist is one of the
most important beliefs of the Church
and it explains the reasons for why
we Christians are to do what we do.

“…on the night before He
would be killed, He
repurposed the ancient rite
of deliverance that the
Lord had given His people
thousands of years before:
The Passover.”
As the Prayer Book says: “on
the night he was handed over to
suffering and death…” Jesus was
violently taken from among His
friends. Jesus was killed by ruthless
people who had no regard for the
people among whom they lived.
And yet, on the night before He
would be killed, He repurposed the
ancient rite of deliverance that the
LORD had given His people thousands of years before: The Passover. Jesus began by washing everyone’s feet and explaining that as He
served them, they were to serve
others. Then He took bread and a
cup of wine, blessed them, and
shared them with His disciples—
some of whom were His friends,
and some of whom were becoming
increasingly disappointed and disillusioned in Him—and He told
them, “Do this to re-member me.”

“What He said on the very
important evening, in
Hebrew, was ‘Do this to
bring my Body of Believers
back together.’”

Was Jesus really concerned that
His followers wouldn’t recall the
previous three years they had spent
with Him? No, of course not. What
He said on the very important evening, in Hebrew, was “Do this to
bring my Body of Believers back
together. Do this to restore to My
Community those who believe,
those who question, those who
doubt and are disappointed. Do

“Jesus is our Hope, and in
the Eucharist He is God’s
Presence, here and now and
always and everywhere.”
this, often, so that you will know
that you are connected to Me and to
one another. Do this to be part of
my Body: the Church. Do this to
keep in your minds the correct picture of the reality of heaven and
earth: that they are inextricably connected. Do this to be part of all that
Jesus re-members, namely the whole
of creation—from beginning to
end—which is redeemed and restored in His death and resurrec-
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tion. Jesus is our Hope, and in the
Eucharist He is God’s Presence,
here and now and always and everywhere. He calls us to love and be remembered for the life of the world.
Faithfully,
Fr. David

Upcoming
events:
Oct. 5-8: Cursillo
weekend #276 at Mustang Island
Conference Center. Lay Rector is
Donald Greer (St. Luke’s, San Antonio;) and Spiritual Director is the Rt.
Rev. David Reed.
Nov. 2-5: Cursillo weekend #277 at
Camp Capers. Lay Rector is Andrea
Bielefeld, and Spiritual Director is
the Rev. Ripp Hardaway.
Mar. 15-18: Cursillo weekend #278
at Camp Capers. Lay Rector is Rosine Carter, and Spiritual Director is
the Rev. Lisa Mason.

Mark your calendars: the Canyon Lake Community Church Blood Drive takes place 8:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 5, at the locations of the Ace Hardware parking lot in Sattler,
and the Lowe’s parking lot in Startzville. Your donations make a difference! Come join us to
help save lives! You not only will receive a t-shirt, but a Bill Miller coupon for a free meal (2
pieces of chicken, fries, and a roll!)

www.saintfrancisbythelake.org
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Treasurer’s
report
By Micheline Ellas
Email:
treasure@gvtc.com
As previously reported at the Annual
Parish meeting, the Vestry approved
a 2017 budget which reflected needs
in excess of expected total revenues
of $39,159. During the budget meetings conducted in late 2016, the
Budget Committee was able to reduce certain expenditures while also
recognizing that substantial growth
must occur to sustain the on-going
cost of general operations.
Financial activities through the
first five months of 2017 showed
mixed improvement in the management of expected revenues and expenditures. The May 2017 monthend actual revenues for the General
Fund fell short of the budgeted projection by $2,900 but were 48% less
than in the same period in 2016.
Year-to-Date revenues in the General Fund of $105,349 exceeded the
budgeted projection by $2,648 and
were 6% higher than in the same
period in 2016. The May 2017
month-end expenditures for the
General Fund of $21,497 were less
than the budgeted projection by
$797 and were 3% higher than in
the same period in 2016. Year-toDate expenditures for the General
Fund of $113,491 were less than the
budgeted projection by $3,353 and
were 7% less than in the same period in 2016.
Activities to help increase revenues continue. As previously reported, cash assets supporting St. Francis
are now invested with two financial
institutions, Capital One and EverBank, where the interest rate environment is much more favorable to the
Church. A program of laddering of
certificates of deposit is now in place
which is designed to bring more in-

come to St. Francis. Interest income
from the relationships is used to support the new building project costs.
Cash assets at Prosperity Bank continue to be managed much more
tightly as a targeted balance is in place
and requests for checks will be processed by the close of business only
on Tuesday and Friday of each week.
This process allows for excess funds
to be invested for longer periods of
time before being used to fund the
various operating needs of St. Francis.
A new revenue stream was added
to St. Francis beginning in January
with the introduction of a gentle
exercise yoga program hosted by
Jeanne Slupik. All are welcome. This
popular class is held on Wednesday
and Friday mornings from 8:15 a.m.
to 9:30 a.m., and the donations received are used to supplement the
general operating costs of St. Francis. Thus far, $746 in previously unbudgeted miscellaneous revenue has
been received. St. Francis also receives funds from Amazon based on
purchases made through its charitable giving program hosted on-line at
www.smile.amazon.com. This
year, the Church has received $53
and the funds are used for the new
building project. Please consider
using this method of benefitting the
church when purchasing products
on-line from Amazon.com.
We continue to seek opportunities to reduce expenses. Any parishioner who has a cost savings idea is
encouraged to contact the St. Francis Treasurer at
www.treasurer@gvtc.com.
Our Funds as of May 31, 2017:
General Operating:
$ 35,869
Debt Retirement:
$
8,732
Building (New Bldg.):
$ 30,999
Capital Campaign Funds Collected:
$ 163,600
Our Debts as of May 31, 2017:
Crump Note:
$ 40,000

August 2017

Episcopal
Church
Women
update
By Tricia Jones ECW President

Summer is in full swing with vacations, camps, VBS, visitors, weddings, births, birthdays, reunions,
farewells, deaths, and celebrations
of life!
Sharing these life experiences
deepens our bonds with family and
friends. Whereever you are and however you are spending your summer,
know that you are loved by your St.
Francis by the Lake family.
There was a great turnout to
celebrate June, July, and August
Birthdays on July 14 at Beverley
Matthewson’s home. Wonderful
company, food, and drinks--Happy
Birthday Ladies!
The executive committee has
been planning and preparing for our
monthly ECW gatherings which will
begin again in September. The
monthly gatherings are on the second
Thursday of the month at various
locations.
This year we will continue to
have the option to share a light meal
together and focus on learning about
and supporting each other in our
ministries. To enhance the fellowship
time, we are going to try something
new for the time and format. Hostesses will provide a light brunch
from 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. The
program will begin at 11:30 a.m.,
and a business meeting will follow.
The meeting will close at approximately 12:30 p.m. by celebrating
birthdays. You may choose to join
in the meal at 11:00 a.m. or to come
to the program and business meeting at 11:30 a.m.
(Continued on page 4)
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Episcopal …

(Cont’d from page 3)

An exciting line-up of programs
is being developed: hearing about
the passions of our own ECW
members and excursions to nearby
locations. Traditional and new fundraisers are being planned. The ECW
Handbook is being updated and will
be ready for distribution in September. In addition to the revised rules
and duties, ECW purpose, and history, it will contain all the monthly
meeting dates, locations, and program descriptions along with dates
of the fund-raisers.
For now, mark your calendar
for our meeting on Thursday, Sept.
14, at 11:00 a.m. at Brenda Smith’s
home. You don’t want to miss Dr.
Valerie Kirk talk about her veterinary work with primates and her
international veterinary ministry.
And while you have your calendar out, make sure you save Oct. 20
and 21 for the Twice-Blessed Rummage Sale. As you freshen up your
home, garage, and workshop, set
aside those items you want to get rid
of and donate them to our Rummage Sale. Ronnie HarperSchwakhofer has generously agreed
to coordinate this successful event
again and will be making more announcements soon.
I look forward to being with
each of you in worship and at our
September meeting. If I may be of
service, please contact me.
Sincerely,
Tricia Jones
President, ECW
(512) 497-2297
gabe.triciajones@gmail.com
“With all humility and gentleness, and
with patience, support each other in love.”
Ephesians 4:2
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(L to R): Martha Lambert,
Carol’s sister; Valerie
Kirk; Patricia Perea;
Libby Templeton; and
Carol Glasby are St.
Francis Trekkers. If you
would like to trek, please
contact Libby at (817)
475-3909 or ltempleton254@gmail.com.

Class instruction focuses on posture, breathing, stretching, balance, form, and light exercise.
Instructor: Jeanne Slupik
When: Wednesdays and Fridays
from 8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Where: Parish Hall. Please wear
comfortable clothing, and bring a
yoga mat.
Cost: Donations only to benefit
St. Francis by the Lake.
Come join us!

Reaching up…
Reaching out
Lord, what do you want to do
through me?
This is our parish. The time is now. Pray
for our Capital Campaign and our Stewardship Campaign and ask God’s guidance
in how you are to join in the vision.
The floor plan of the Outreach and
Ministry Center is available in the Narthex.

Needs for
the CRRC
food pantry
Our local food pantry continues to
be in need of the following items:
toilet paper;
laundry detergent;
shampoo;
conditioner;
shower gels;
dish soap;
hand soap;
baby diapers - sizes 2, 3, 4, and 5,
and adult sizes, (both disposable and
cloth diapers;) and
toothbrush, toothpaste, and floss.
(When visiting the dentist each patient is
usually given a small bag that contains a
toothbrush, toothpaste and floss. As each of
us has our semi-annual checkups, please
consider bringing those to church for the
CRRC donation box. Thanks to Betty
Morris for that suggestion.)

All contributions are appreciated.
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What’s happening
Daughters of the King (DOK) is
on the fourth Wednesday of every
month (Aug. 23) at 12:30 p.m. The
group will meet in the parish hall
after the 11:30 a.m. Eucharist.
Episcopal Church Women (ECW)
is on summer break. The group
meets again next month on
Thursday, Sept. 14, at 11:00 a.m.,
at Brenda Smith’s home. (See
article, p. 3.)
Scripture Study Group is an informal study that meets at 10:00
a.m. on Wednesdays in the parish
hall, followed by Eucharist.

Vestry - meets the second Sunday of
each month. The group will meet
on Aug. 13, at 12:30 p.m., in the
parish hall.
Adult Sunday School meets most
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the parish
hall.
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on
the fourth Monday of each month
at 1:00 p.m. The group decides at
their meeting where the next gettogether will take place.
Evening Study Class meets at 6:30
p.m. on Tuesdays in the parish hall.

Al-Anon meets every Saturday at
10:00 a.m. in Jones Hall.
Caregiver Support Group meets
every third Monday (Aug. 21) of
the month at 7:00 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. in the parish hall.
COH Circle of Care will meet on
Sunday, Aug. 6, at 12:15 p.m., in
the parish hall.
Second Saturday Diocesan Mini
Retreat meets each month on the
second Saturday at 9:00 a.m. at the
Bishop Jones Center. The grounds
are beautiful, and the time is for
contemplative silence and fellowship. (If you would like to carpool,
there are several woman from St.
Francis that would be glad to have

www.saintfrancisbythelake.org
you join them. Please call the St.
Francis office (830) 964-3820 for
more information.)

Flower guild news
By Winnie Benson, Flower Guild
Chair
One of the ministries of St. Francis
is the flower guild. Our mission is
to provide the altar arrangements
for the services on Sundays. At
times, members of the church wish
to remember a loved one, or a special occasion of a birthday, or anniversary. A donation is made to our
guild in the amount of $25 for each
Sunday by that member.
There is a new sign-up board in
the narthex. Please print your name,
the event, and the Sunday you wish
the remembrance to be noted in the
Sunday service bulletin.
If you have any questions,
please call me at (830) 899-3164.

August
anniversaries
John and Cindy McBride
8/9
Jim and Becki Nichols
8/14
Chris and Melissa Mitchell
8/16
Sterling and Bette Wehner
8/19
Chuck and Ronnie Schwakhofer
8/21
Frank and Beverley Matthewson
8/25
Tom and Ruth Hemphill
8/27

August birthdays
Valeska McHugh
Agnes Kelley
James Stackhouse
Stacey Benham
Paul McClendon
JoAnn Wilson
Lin Boudreaux
Maury Meyer

8/1
8/2
8/2
8/5
8/8
8/8
8/10
8/12
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Imogene Howard
Kevin McHugh
Betty Morris
Dwain Glass
Anne Beauvais
Maureen “Mo” Simmons
Nathaniel Chalk
Azile Davenport
Jeanne Slupik
Mary Catherine Cole
Macie White

8/13
8/14
8/14
8/19
8/25
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/27
8/30
8/31

Mark your calendars
Aug. 3 - 6:00 p.m. - Honduras
Appreciation Dinner and live
music for St. Francis (See article, pg. 7.)
Aug. 5 - 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Canyon Lake Community
Church Blood Drive (See article, pg. 2.)
Aug. 5 - 9:00 a.m. - St. Francis
Trekkers
Aug. 7-11 - 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
- Vacation Bible School at St.
Andrew Lutheran Church (See
article, pg. 7.)
Aug. 21 - 7:00 p.m. - Caregiver
Support Group in the parish hall

The Franciscan
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Editors
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A Mid-year update
By Don Stackhouse, Sr. Warden
Where has 2017 gone—at least, the
first half of 2017? It seems like only a
couple of days ago that I was blessed
with the call to serve as your senior
warden this year, so I thought it might
be high time for me to give an update
on some of the things that have been
going on in our parish over the past
half-year, and to fill you in on where
I see us heading going forward.
As you may be aware, 2015 and
2016 were years of pretty big accomplishments: the kickoff of the capital
campaign for a new mission outreach
center for the parish, establishment
of the building/planning committee,
and some pretty major improvements
to the campus of St. Francis. If my
memory serves me correctly, most
members of our congregation were
involved in some way or another in
all of those—in addition to their
involvement in the approximately 40
regular ministry and outreach activities of our parish!
Compared to those years, 2017
has been a somewhat “quieter” year,
but nonetheless with significant impact--accomplishments, events, and
activities.
I’d like to start with your vestry.
Talk about behind the scenes heroes,
quietly doing what’s necessary to
keep your parish running smoothly!
Have you noticed that it’s a little
brighter in the nave lately? That’s
because one of our vestry took it
upon herself (with some help from
her family) to start replacing the
burnt out lights throughout the nave
and narthex. Seems like a small thing,
until you actually start counting up
the number of lights and their height
off the floor!
Have you noticed that the carpet
in the parish hall is a little cleaner?
That’s because that same vestry
member rented a carpet shampooer
and cleaned the whole carpet there.
Vestry members have also taken
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it upon themselves to work on clearing trash and brush from our campus, insuring that our air conditioning systems are maintained and functioning properly, and generally
worked hard to make our parish inviting, safe, and comfortable. Other
members of the vestry have begun
St. Francis’ first complete video and
property inventory of all of our
church’s property. This will be important for insurance purposes as we
move toward our new mission and
outreach center, and will make us
compliant with requirements of the
diocese.
Unless you’re a finance guru,
some of the work of the vestry (and
of our treasurers, past and present,)
might not be of much interest. Suffice
it to say that your vestry is about to
approve a financial procedures manual for St. Francis that will likely be
used as a model by other parishes in
the diocese. In addition, creative
changes in the way funds are allocated
to different bank accounts have resulted in significantly higher returns
on your parish’s funds.
The vestry just had its mid-year
“mini-retreat,” where we talked about
some of the issues facing St. Francis
going forward. Among those is the
issue of growth of the parish, and how
to attract and retain new members to
the St. Francis family. We know that
we are a welcoming, caring, and loving group of people, and many of our
visitors do, in fact, choose to stay with
us as members. But our challenge
now is how we, as fishers of people,
can cast a wider net in our communities. We are considering ways to make
what we do more relevant to the
needs of the community as a whole
by (perhaps) doing such things as
providing classes, seminars, or
demonstrations on topics of interest.
We already have some of these types
of things in place: Jeanne Slupik’s
gentle exercise classes, Julie Chalk’s
caregivers’ support group, and our
Korean cooking class and demonstration come to mind. But these have
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been limited mostly to members of
our own parish. Our future challenge
will be making these (and others that
we may not even have thought of)
known in the wider community, not
just to attract people to St. Francis,
but to make our works and ministries
even more relevant to those who
need them.
Talking about reaching out into
the community brings me to our new
mission and outreach center. The
building committee continues to work
with the diocese and the contractor
to insure that all planning and financial requirements are met. Progress
has been a little slow lately; this is a
big undertaking, we’re learning from
the mistakes and missteps of other
parishes, and we want to make sure
that we are moving forward without
hiccups or glitches in the process.
Closely related to the activities
of the building committee is our ongoing three year capital campaign.
Campaign giving officially kicked off
at the first of the year and so far, we
have exceeded our budgeted expectations every month! So, thank you
all for your generosity, dedication,
and resolve to get this done!
And speaking of generosity, dedication, and resolve, I’d say those are
pretty apt descriptions of you all as a
parish. Those are the traits that will
keep us and our ministries going in
service to God and His people. I’d run
out of room in this article if I started
talking about each ministry specifically, but I can say that almost every
person in our parish is involved in
some way or other in at least one—
but usually many—of them. Love of
God, love of each other, and love of
God’s world keep us serving. You all
are like God’s beacon in the world,
and you can, through your reflection
of God’s love in your daily life and
work, be a beacon that draws people
to Him and to St. Francis by the Lake.
As we move forward into the second
half of the year, may God bless you
all in all you do.
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Honduras Appreciation Dinner and
live music for
St. Francis
By Patricia Perea
The Manos Team would like to invite our congregation to an Appreciation Dinner and Live Music on
Aug. 3, 2017, at St. Francis by the
Lake. Our church has been involved in our Honduras Mission
since the year 2000. We not only
planted the church “Manos de Dios,” but have been able to build a
church and a community center for
the neighborhood of Nueva Esperanza in Danli, Honduras. We
have started numerous social ministries including four microenterprises, which have empowered
women and helped them bring food
to their tables; the Manos Scholarship Program for grades 7-12 plus
college; many construction projects
to improve the quality of living of
many families; countless vision clinics; and many other workshops in
Christian Education and Youth
Development programs. We have
been able to accomplish these
efforts thanks to the generosity,
presence, and prayers of so many of
our parishioners. Please join us at
6:00 p.m. in the parish hall for our
Appreciation Dinner catered by
Gennaro’s Trattoria. After dinner,
we will be entertained with live music by many Manos Amigos including some of the Borderline Singers.
Come and enjoy the fun!

St. Andrew Lutheran
and St. Francis by
the Lake Episcopal
- 2017 Vacation
Bible School
St. Andrew Lutheran Church of
Canyon Lake, and St. Francis by the
Lake Episcopal Church are partnering for Vacation Bible School on
Aug. 7-11. The program will be led
by Cross Trails ministry, and will be
for children who have completed
grades K-5. It will take place at
St. Andrew Lutheran,7420 FM
2673, Canyon Lake, TX 78133:
(830) 899-2273.

We will have volunteer training
on Sunday evening, Aug. 6, at 6:30
p.m. for those who are available.
This is a typical schedule for a
full day at Day Camp.
8:30 a.m. - Staff and volunteers get
ready for the day.
8:30 a.m. - Campers begin to arrive,
staff lead games and activities, volunteers & director check campers in.
9:00 a.m. - Opening worship, led by
campers and staff.
9:30 a.m. - Family Bible Study
10:15 a.m.- Morning snacks
10:30 a.m. - Activity Rotation A Games, Arts & Crafts, Music,
Nature Activities, and Puppets
11:15 a.m. - Activity Rotation B
Noon - Community lunch
12:30 p.m. - Celebration Planning
time
1:15 p.m. - Activity Rotation C
2:00 p.m.- Afternoon snacks
2:15p.m. - All camp activity
2:30p.m. - Closing worship, led by
campers and staff.
3:00 p.m. - Campers go home.
3:30 p.m. - The staff meets with volunteers to clean and straighten up,
evaluate the day, share joys, and
concerns.
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Diocesan shield
gets a makeover
From The Episcopal Diocese of West
Texas Office of Communications
Recently the diocesan shield - essentially the diocesan logo - received a
makeover. Brand by DC, a web development company out of Birmingham, Alabama, cleaned up the details
of the diocesan shield so that it will
print more clearly across multiple
platforms, and so it will stand out
when used online.
The files of the diocesan shield
can be found on the Graphics page:
www.dwtx.org/resources/
graphics. Please use the redesigned
shield for all printing and posting
services.
About the shield: The diocesan
seal, designed by the Rev. Louis A.
Parker, former rector of Trinity
Church, Victoria, was adopted in
1927. In the upper left, the Alamo,
cradle of Texas liberty, represents
the planting of the Church banner in
the new world. The star in the upper
right represents the Lone Star of
Texas and the star of Bethlehem.
In the lower left is the lion of
St. Mark, signifying the first cathedral
site in San Antonio and the wild nature of Texas. In the lower right, the
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(L to R): Linda Hillin, Betty Morris (sitting,) Carol Glasby, and Nancy Summers enjoy
craft night at Linda’s home. If you like to craft and create, come join this group.

St. Francis by the Lake
P.O. Box 2031
Canyon Lake, TX 78133
(830)-964-3820
francis@gvtc.com
www.saintfrancisbythelake.org

Our Mission
Statement
As Children of God we, at St. Francis
by the Lake, are committed to living,
learning, and sharing the love of Christ,
the Word of God, and the power of the
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our
communities, and the world.

ox represents St. Luke the Physician
and the cattle of Texas.
Six capped flags remember the
number of flags over Texas during
its history with the seventh being that
of the Church. Within the bishop’s
miter, a spray of lilies (for St. Anthony
of Padua,) and a field of bells (for
St. Anthony of Alexandria) are re-

minders of the namesake of San Antonio, the diocesan center city.
Pearls for truth adorn the miter, and
tabs for the Old and New Testament
hang from the miter.
The motto, in Greek, from
Mark’s Gospel, 9:23, reads “Everything is possible to one who has
faith.”

