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The next highway cleanup day will be 

Saturday Apr. 11. This is the annual 
Texas Trash Off Day and is part of 
the Great American Cleanup, the 
nation’s largest community improve-
ment program. All Texas highway 
cleanup organizations are required 
to participate on this particular day 
during the second quarter of the 
year. 
       Volunteers will meet at the 
Community Resource and Recrea-
tion Center (CRRC) office parking 
lot in Sattler at 9:00 a.m. for refresh-
ments and equipment prior to clean-
ing up and looking for treasures on 
our two mile section of FM 2673. 
With sufficient numbers of helpers, 
our task can be completed in 1 1/2 
hours or less. 
       Please put this date on your 
calendar to help with this outreach 
program. Please call Bernie Frey at 
(210) 863-7866 with any questions. 
       Thank you, 
       Bernie 

Let’s get ready toLet’s get ready toLet’s get ready toLet’s get ready to    
clean our area.clean our area.clean our area.clean our area.    
Highway cleanupHighway cleanupHighway cleanupHighway cleanup    
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chair  

There were 170 walkers for the 
CROP Walk on Saturday. As of to-
day, $23,088 has been raised for the 
programs of Church World Service. 
That figure includes the money 
turned in today and also on-line do-
nations to date. This figure is just 
$2,000 short of all the money raised 
last year after the final tally. 
       Final turn-in is Mar. 28, so dona-
tions can still be made either by 
writing a check or on-line. 
       A special thanks to Libby  
Templeton for creating the St. Francis 
on-line team and also to Mary Wenzel 
who put it on Facebook. 
       Thank you, 
       Bernie 

(L to R): Marcel Klaftenegger, Bishop David Reed, Fr. David, Chris Mitchell, and Tricia 
Jones, were congratulated after the 10:30 a.m. service on Mar. 22 in the parish hall. 
Bishop Reed received Marcel and Chris, and reaffirmed Tricia at the service. 

CROP Hunger WalkCROP Hunger WalkCROP Hunger WalkCROP Hunger Walk    
By Bernie Frey, Outreach Chair  

The Spring in-gathering for the 
United Thank Offering (UTO) will 
be Sunday, May 17, this year. The 
UTO is an outreach ministry of the 
Episcopal Church to support grants 
for ministries at home and overseas.
            (Continued on page 3)  

UTO UTO UTO UTO ----    SpringSpringSpringSpring    
IngatheringIngatheringIngatheringIngathering    
By Mary K. Chittenden, UTO 
Chairman 
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Dear friends, 
 

Recently someone 
asked a question 
about “the sign of 
the Cross” and 
why and when 

some people do it. I never tire of 
responding to questions like this!!! 
So, here goes: The Sign of the Cross 
is an intentional application of the 
blessing, the power, the grace, the 
mercy, and the love of God that is 
our gift because of the Cross of 
Christ. We “put the Cross on” when 
we trace it over ourselves in bless-
ing. It is often made whenever there 
is mention of the Holy Trinity, and 
especially Christ and His death; it 
also shows reverence for a saint, a 
holy object, or a person which or 
who points to Christ; it’s often made 

at the beginning or end of a prayer, 
usually when the Trinity or Christ 
Jesus is invoked. Some people make 
the Sign of the Cross a hundred or 
more times during the liturgy. In the 
Eastern Church it is usually accom-
panied with prostrations. 
 

“We ‘put the Cross on’ when 

we trace it over ourselves in 

blessing.” 
 
       St. Peter of Damascus in the 12th 

Century explained making the sign 
of the Cross this way: “We should 
marvel how demons and various 
diseases are dispelled by the sign of 
the precious and life-giving Cross, 
which all can make without cost or 
effort. Who can number the speeches 

composed in its honor? The Holy 
Fathers have handed down to us the 
inner significance of this sign, so that 
we can refute heretics and unbeliev-
ers. The two fingers and single hand 
with which it is made represent the 
Lord Jesus Christ crucified, and He is 

thereby acknowledged to exist in two 

‘natures’ and one ‘being’ or person. 
The use of the right hand promises 

Christ’s infinite power and the fact 
that He sits at the right hand of the 
Father. That the sign begins with a 
downward movement from above 
signifies His descent to us from 
heaven. Again, the movement of the 

hand from the right side to the left 
drives away our enemies and declares 

that by His invincible power the Lord 

overcame the devil, who is on the 
left side, dark, and lacking strength.” 
       Further explanations have to do 

with the way we hold our fingers: 
thumb together with index and mid-
dle (representing the Three in One 
of the Trinity); the last two fingers 
together and tucked under the three 
(representing the human and divine 
natures of Christ, but acknowledging 

the Mystery of how this can be). We 
begin the tracing motion at our head, 
proceed down to our abdomen, then 

to either shoulder, ending in the 
middle of the chest (thus tracing 
how we believe and love the Lord 
with all our “mind, heart, and 
strength, Amen.”)  
       There are many other rituals 
and explanations that accompany 
this ancient and venerable sign. 
While I would encourage its use, I 
would also encourage you to talk 
with me or another knowledgeable 
priest about its practice in your life 
and worship. Whatever your prayer 
and spiritual direction discern, our 
ancient Anglican admonition is   
appropriate: “all may, some should, 
none must.” 
       Here’s to a Holy Week, a most 
blessed Easter, and a deeply inten-
tional life in Christ. 
       Faithfully, 
       Fr. David 
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Treasurer’sTreasurer’sTreasurer’sTreasurer’s    
reportreportreportreport    
By Lynda Leadford 
Email: 
treasure@gvtc.com 

Month of February 2015 

 

In January’s financial report, I men-
tioned that I was optimistic that our 
financial situation would improve 
for February. It did! February’s con-
tributions were $7,700 over budget. 
And our expenditures came in under 
budget by $5,500. This means that 
for the first two months of 2015, 
we are almost $12,000 in the black. 
       Again, I want to remind every-
one that when writing a check to St. 
Francis, please indicate on the 
memo line where you want your 
contribution to be applied, e.g., 
“Operations,” “Debt Retirement,” 
“Honduras Scholarship,” etc. We 
are striving to be faithful to your 
intentions. 
       Soon we will be having our 
Scholarship fundraiser at Beto’s 
Comida Latina on April 16. Please 
remember that the purchase of raffle 

tickets, although the funds go to a 
worthy cause, cannot be listed on 
your St. Francis financial statement 
because you might win something 
of value. This is a matter for you or 
your tax consultant when preparing 
your taxes in 2016. 
       Debt Expenses as of February 
28, 2015: 
 

Crump Note -    $60,000.00 
Rectory Note -   $24,024.30. 

Dr. Duane Alexander 
Miller and Fr. David took 
a moment after one of 
the Lenten programs in 
the parish hall. Drawing 
on his doctoral studies 
in World Christianity and 
nine years of living in the 
Arab world, he presented 
a study of major features 
of Islam, offer insights 
into the situation in Isra-
el-Palestine, and an-
swered our questions 
about the Islamic State.  

UTO Spring …     (Cont’d from page 1) 
 

       Please pick up a UTO blue box 
or envelope, located in the narthex 
of the church, and start filling it with 

with pennies, change, or check, as 
you thank God each day for your 

Quiet Day 2015Quiet Day 2015Quiet Day 2015Quiet Day 2015    
By Lynda McNab, DOK President 

On Mar. 7, twenty women gathered 
at St. Francis for a day of quiet 
prayer and contemplation. 
       Betty Morris led us in Morning, 
Noon and closing prayers drawing 
from the Celtic tradition and the 
New Zealand prayer book. Becky 
Averyt accompanied us on the flute 
during our choral selections. 

       During the three meditations, 
the only sound was a gentle chime as 

a reminder to move to the next part 
of the meditation. We shared our 
experiences during lunch and just 
before closing prayer. While we did 
not have a formal speaker, we each 
felt that we had been spoken to as 
we listened for the “still, small voice.” 
       Due to many positive responses, 
we plan to repeat this program next 
year and hope others will join us. 

Several of our St. Francis parishioners along with guests of our church at-
tended the Quiet Day held on Saturday, Mar. 7. 

many blessings. Bring your offering 
to church on the 25th of May. 
       Your offering will be forwarded 
to the Diocesan Coordinator where 
it is recorded and then forwarded to 

the national UTO office in New 
York. From there it is used for pro-
jects that will make a difference in 
people’s lives. 



April 2015 The Franciscan Page 4 

Needs for Needs for Needs for Needs for 
CRRCCRRCCRRCCRRC    

food pantryfood pantryfood pantryfood pantry    
 

Our local food pantry continues to 
be in need of the following items: 

 

baking supplies (cake mixes, baking 
powder and baking soda, baking 

cups, cookie mixes, etc.); 
 

dish soap; and 
 

bath soap. 
 

CRRC is already setting aside special 
items for the summer – especially single-
serve cups (like macaroni & cheese, cereal, 
peanut butter cups with attached crackers, 
etc.) that are things that CRRC likes to 
have on hand for families that are trying to 
feed their school children over the summer 
months. 

 

All contributions are appreciated. 

Veterinary missionVeterinary missionVeterinary missionVeterinary mission    
to Hondurasto Hondurasto Hondurasto Honduras    
By Valerie Kirk 

(L to R): Bernie Frey, Judy Frey, Libby Templeton, Susie Durchholz, Patricia Perea, Mary 
Wenzel, Tamara Huneau, and Bella Huneau were a part of the 170 CROP walkers on Mar. 28. 
(See article on page 1.) 

(L to R): Bruno Torres, Mary Wenzel, Libby Templeton, Fr. David, Patricia 
Perea, and Susie Durchholz were a part of the 170 CROP walkers on Mar. 28.  

Bella Huneau (left) and Ruth Miller, Pastor Paul and Marie Miller’s daughter, 
walked along with the St. Francis and St. Andrew Lutheran Church groups 
in the CROP Walk. 

There are a few items needed for 
the upcoming veterinary mission 
trip to Honduras. The items needed 
are: 4 large roller suitcases, and 4 
roller carry-ons. The suitcases need 
to be available for use from May 9-
23. Please contact Valerie Kirk at 
monkeydoc@gvtc.com, or at 
(830) 515-6743, or in person at 
church. (I attend the 10:30 a.m. ser-
vices.) 
       Thank you. 
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What’s happeningWhat’s happeningWhat’s happeningWhat’s happening    
 

Daughters of the King (DOK) 
meet every fourth Wednesday of 
the month. The Daughters will 
meet in the parish hall after the 
Holy Eucharist on Wednesday, 
Apr. 22, at 12:30 p.m. Don’t forget 
to bring your sack lunch. 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

meet at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
Apr. 9, at Valeska McHugh’s home. 
Scripture Study Group is an 

informal study group that meets at 
10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays in the 
parish hall, followed by Eucharist. 
Vestry Meeting - Sunday, Apr. 12, 

at 12:30 p.m. in the parish hall. 
Adult Sunday School meets Sundays 

at 9:15 a.m. in the parish hall. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at 

10:00 a.m. on the third Saturday 
(Apr. 21) of each month. Linda 
Hillin will host the next workshop. 
Evening Study Class meets at 6:30 

p.m. on Tuesdays in the parish hall. 
Scrapbook and Craft Night will 

meet Friday, Apr. 24, at Linda 
Hillin’s home at 6:30 p.m.  
St. Jude’s Ranch - We celebrate the 

Eucharist with the children every 
first Sunday of the month at 6:00 
p.m. in Bulverde. The next date to 
attend at St. Jude’s will be Apr. 5. 
Living with Chronic Illness group 

meets the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month (Apr. 9 
and Apr. 23) at 11:00 a.m. 

April birthdaysApril birthdaysApril birthdaysApril birthdays    

Mark your calendarsMark your calendarsMark your calendarsMark your calendars    
 

Mar. 30, 31, Apr. 1, 2, & 3 -   
7:00 p.m., Holy Week Eucharist 
(Apr. 2 is the Maundy Thursday 
Service.) 
Apr. 3 - 12:00 noon - Stations of 
the Cross 
Apr. 4 - 9:00 a.m. - Holy Saturday 
Service 
Apr. 4 - 8:00 p.m. - Easter Vigil 
Apr. 5 - 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. - 
Easter Day Services 
Apr. 5 - 12:00-ish - Easter Egg 
Hunt at St. Francis 
Apr. 5 - 6:00 p.m. - First Sunday 
at St. Jude’s 
Apr. 17-19 - Women’s Spring 
Gathering 
May 17 - UTO Spring Ingathering 

Helen Otte         4/1 
Lynda McNab        4/2 
Lynda Leadford       4/6 
Sean MacConnell       4/9 
George Bauslaugh     4/10 
John Rose       4/10 
Jenna MacConnell     4/11 
Ann Bartlett      4/14 
Keith Lewis       4/17 

AprilAprilAprilApril    
anniversariesanniversariesanniversariesanniversaries    

Alan and Betty Chalfont     4/9 
Dave and Diane LaCombe  4/13 
Chuck and Azile Davenport 4/24  

    

Annual Annual Annual Annual 
Honduras Honduras Honduras Honduras 
Night Night Night Night     

    

Manos scholarship program 
fundraising event 

 

at Beto’s Comida Latina 
(8142 Broadway St., San Antonio) 

 

Thursday, Apr. 16 
 

Please mark your calendars. We are 
selling tickets for the raffle. Contact 

a Manos representative. 

It’s time to sign up for the Women’s 
Spring Gathering at Camp Capers 
Apr. 17-19. Some of us talked about 
all of us getting a room at the lodge: 
in order to do so, we must sign up 
early, as they go fast. The theme this 
year is “Our stories full of Grace”. 
Online registration is available at 
www.dwtx.org/events. 
       The cost has gone up this year 
– $165 for a cabin and $210 for the 
lodge. You have the option of sign-
ing up now and paying at a later 
date. This is a fun filled weekend 
where you will make many new 
friends and enjoy renewing your 
friendship with “old” friends. 

Women’s Women’s Women’s Women’s 
Spring Spring Spring Spring 
Gathering Gathering Gathering Gathering     
By Keren Necaise, 
Columbarium Chair 

Aidan Rodgers      4/17 
Helen Stackhouse     4/18 
Burnham Jones     4/20 
Connie Graham     4/21 
Riley Mitchell      4/22 
John McBride      4/24 
Hanna White      4/25 
Victor Otte       4/26 
Larry Bosenbark     4/27 
Brian Benham      4/29 
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The Manos Scholarship program in 
Honduras is growing and thriving. 
We are very excited that this year 
we have reached a record number 
of 50 scholarship recipients, which 
represents the biggest group of 
Manos scholarship recipients since 
we started the program back in 
2000. With this excitement comes 
the challenge of raising even more 
funds to be able to support the pro-
gram. The Manos team would like to 

invite the congregation at St Francis 
to our Third Annual Honduras 
Night at Beto’s on April 16, 2015. 
We will have live music by Bones for 
Otis and the best fish tacos and em-
panadas in town. Please bring your 
family and friends to the event! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       The Manos Team spent a week 
in Danli, Honduras, this past Janu-
ary and was able to work with our 
Manos scholarship students in 
many areas. We interviewed and 
added 15 new scholarship recipients 
for our Manos Scholarship pro-
gram. All of the selected students 
not only had a high academic index 
(92% or higher,) but also demon-
strated a strong eagerness to do well 
in school, as well as a financial need. 
In November 2014, three of our 
students graduated from high 
school and will be attending college 
during the spring of 2015. Melissa 
will be pursuing a nursing degree 
and both Franklin and Alexis are 
interested in Agronomy Engineer-
ing. In April of 2015, Jose Anibal 
will be graduating with a degree in 
Civil Engineering. This year we will 
have a total of 50 students in the 
Manos Scholarship Program includ-
ing 42 in grades 7-12 and 8 students 
in college. 
       As part of the Honduras Night 
at Beto’s, we are selling raffle tickets 
for three grand prizes: 1) A 55” JVC 

HD Television, 2) A 3-day getaway 
at a beautiful Canyon Lake house 
and 3) a $500 VISA card. Dona-
tions for the tickets are:  $10 for 
one ticket or $25 for 3 tickets. If 
you want to buy tickets, please con-
tact any of the following Manos 
team members: Ray Thompsett, 
Mary K and Chitt Chittenden, Janet 
Pollock, Libby Templeton, Gloria 
and  Dwain Glass, Valerie Kirk, 
Ronnie Harper-Schwakhofer, Mo 
and Harold Simmons, or Patricia 
Perea. Thank you for your support. 
See you at Beto’s! 

Honduras Night at Honduras Night at Honduras Night at Honduras Night at 
Beto’s… Raising Beto’s… Raising Beto’s… Raising Beto’s… Raising 
fund for our Manos fund for our Manos fund for our Manos fund for our Manos 
Scholarship Pro-Scholarship Pro-Scholarship Pro-Scholarship Pro-
gramgramgramgram    
By Patricia Perea 

50 Student Scholarship recipients 

(Back Row L to R): Jim Nichols, George Glasby, and Jay Hillin; (middle row L to R): Carol 
Glasby, Imogene Howard, Ann Patla, and Ken Patla; and (front row L to R): Becki Nichols, 
and Valeska McHugh, enjoyed their FEAST group at Ken and Ann Patla’s home. Linda 
Hillin took the picture. 
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One day seminar at One day seminar at One day seminar at One day seminar at 
Camp Capers Camp Capers Camp Capers Camp Capers ----    
“Responding as a “Responding as a “Responding as a “Responding as a 

Parish to Disaster”Parish to Disaster”Parish to Disaster”Parish to Disaster”    
By Laura Shaver, Communications 
Officer, Episcopal Diocese of West 
Texas 

Join diocesan representatives for a 
one-day seminar at Camp Capers, 
“Responding as a Parish to Disas-
ter,” presented by Bob Thompson, 
chair of the Commission on Disas-
ter Response; Nancy Schweers, pro-
fessional chaplain and member of 
the Texas Crisis Resiliency Team; 
and Catherine Lillibridge, parish 
contact coordinator for the Com-

mission on Women’s Ministries. 
The seminar will be held on Friday, 
Apr. 17, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m., followed by lunch. 

       Topics of lectures include 
“Being prepared,” “Making a pasto-
ral response,” and “Expecting the 
unexpected.” Learn about past re-
sponses to disasters, making emer-
gency kits for your church, how to 
reflect on the spiritual/emotional 
aspects of disaster response and self
-care, and how to generate ideas and 
answer questions. For more infor-
mation, contact Catherine at lil-
libridges5@yahoo.com or Bob at 
dwtx.disaster@gmail.com. Cost 
for the day is $17 for breakfast and 
lunch, and overnight accommoda-
tions (Thursday night) are available 

for an additional cost.  

       Register online at 
www.dwtx.org/events (scroll 
down to Apr. 17,) or follow this 
direct link: https://
public.serviceu.com/
RegistrationForm/8031412-
316063722/?OrgKey=31cf9e98-
c974-4083-92bb-aff2aaafc796. 

       This event is sponsored by the 
Commission on Disaster Response 
and the Commission for Women’s 
Ministries. 

       Blessings, 

       Laura Shaver, (210) 824-5387 

       or (210) 748-7720 

       laura.shaver@dwtx.org 

       or at www.dwtx.org. 

Paul and Judy McClendon hosted a FEAST group in March at their home. Paul and Judy welcomed Dr. Duane and Sharon Miller and 
their children: David, Amelia, and Samantha; along with Hazel Dowdy, Frank and Beverley Matthewson, and Maury and Tom Meyer. 
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   Canyon Lake, TX 78133 
   (830)-964-3820 
   francis@gvtc.com 
   www.saintfrancisbythelake.org 

Our Mission 
Statement 

 

As Children of God, we at St. Francis 
by the Lake are committed to living, 
learning, and sharing the love of Christ, 
the word of God and the power of the 
Holy Spirit with our parish family, our 
communities and the world. 

 

Fr. David and the Daughters of the King (DOK) welcomed Tricia Jones, Ann Patla, Judy McClendon, Tamara Huneau, Mary Wenzel, Diane 
LaCombe to the DOK admission to study. Three other women joining the DOK but not pictured are Joan Blankenbeker, Linda Bosenbark, 
and Gay Witbeck. 

Summer 2015 Summer 2015 Summer 2015 Summer 2015 ----    
Colorado Adven-Colorado Adven-Colorado Adven-Colorado Adven-
ture Programture Programture Programture Program    
By Laura Kean, Camps & Confer-
ences Administrator, (210/888) 824
-5387 and at www.dwtx.org 

It is time, once again, to register for 
the Colorado Adventure Program. 
This summer there will be six Colo-
rado Adventure Program trips. Reg-
istration for each session is limited, 
so trips can fill up quickly. Spring 
registration is the best way to insure 
that interested youth and adults in 
your congregations don’t miss this 
wonderful opportunity. The adven-
ture begins with the people from 
our diocese who commit themselves 
to trying something new, to taking 
time away from their everyday lives, 
to making friends, and to pursuing a 
faith experience in the mountains.  

       There are several different 
camps: Youth Base Camp A: July 6-
11, 2015; Youth Base Camp B: July 
20-25, 2015; Youth Backpacking A: 
June 29 - July 5, 2015; Youth Back-
packing B: July 13-19, 2015; Adult 
Base Camp: June 22-27, 2015; and 

the College Backpacking Trip: July 
6-12, 2015. 
       Registration for the Colorado 
Adventure Program 2015 is open. 
The price for each Colorado Ad-
venture Program is $650, and schol-
arships are available. 


