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Changing Lives in Honduras

The Manos Team just got back from spending a week in Danli, Honduras from January 13-20,

2011. We had a total of 21 individuals going on this trip including people from different churches

suchas St . Francis by the Lake, St Andr ewdhistOurn Segui
King in New Braunfels, as well as members from other denominations (i.e. Catholic and
Presbyterian).

Figurel ¢ 2011 Manos de Dios Team

(From left to right). Ray Thompsett,Chuck Malott, Amanda Moore, Tom Porter,
Dwain Glass, Fr. Kevin Dellaria, Chitt Chittenden, Daniel Bonilla, Harold
Simmons, Gloria Glass, Mo Simmons, Brian Benham, Kevin Lee, Dr. Henry
Moore, Stacey Benham, Fr. Allan Conkling, Patricia Perea, Tatiana Hoecker,
John & Miriam Panther and Cesareo Guadarrama.

We have been working in the colonia Nueva Esperanza in Danli, Honduras for the past 10
years. The initial commission for the Manos team was to plant a church in Nueva Esperanza, an
underprovided neighborhood in the heart of Danli. After many years of work, dedication,
generous donations, and constant prayers, we have been able to plant and build a church. In
addition, we have built a vocational center and being able to work in various social areas with
the purpose of empowering the members of the community and help them being self-sufficient.
Specifically, this trip we worked side by side with the members of the community in the following
ministries:
e Scholarship Program i We were able to interview and select seven new scholarship
recipients for our Scholarship Program. All of the selected students not only had a high
academic index (92% or higher), but they seemed very eager to do well in school.




This year we will have a total of 42 students in the Scholarship Program including
35 in grades 7-12 and 7 students in college:
A 3students in Zamorano University: Agronomy.
A 2 students in Politécnico University: Computer Science and Industrial
Engineering
A 1 student in Catholic University: Civil Engineering
A 1 student in Escuela Nacional de Ciencias Forestales (ESNACIFOR): Forestry

Figure2. 2011 Manos de Dios Scholaréhip Recipients

This year we started a new incentive program for our scholarship recipients. We invited
the top three scholarship students and their parents to have dinner with the Manos team.
It was a great chance for the Manos team to meet these outstanding students and to
recognize them for their dedication during their last academic year. It was amazing to
see these kids stand up in front of the group and expressed their gratitude in a very
humble and inspiring way.

Figure3. Alexander, Celeste & M#on, Top 3 Scholarship Students



e Youth WorkshopsWe offered three separate workshops for the youth in the following topics:
computer, study habits, and discipleship. It was a great experience to work closely with the

students. The computer course was given at our fully equipped computer lab located in our
community center.

e Vision Clinics i We conducted 3 vision clinics in the Manos de Dios Church and two

other small communities (Jutiapa and San Lorenzo) fitting about 250 pairs of glasses. It
is the best feeling when you give a pair of glasses to someone and they get the biggest

smile in return as you can tell that they can finally see clearly for the first time in a long
time.




Shoe Clinic i This year we were blessed enough to have Shoes for the Orphan Souls,
not only donate 500 pairs of shoes, but take care of the shipping for us and delivering
the shoes directly in Tegucigalpa. On Sunday morning people lined up waiting outside
the church for the shoe clinic. We were able to fit 359 pairs of shoes to families living in
Nueva Esperanza and adjacent neighborhoods. Each pair of shoes had a different

prayer written in a little piece of paper from the person who had donated that particular
pair of shoes.




Sewing workshop i For the past 10 years, the Manos team has held the Backpack
Challenge, which is a fundraiser effort to collect backpacks for our scholarship students.
This year, the ladies working in the sewing micro-enterprise decided that they wanted to
fpay the blessings forwardo and asked us not to bring any backpacks because they
wanted to make them themselves for the scholarship program. They made 45 beautiful
denim backpacks with the Manos de Dios logo ironed on them. This idea was so
successful that the ladies already have an order to make more backpacks and sell them
in the community. During our week in Danli, we conducted four sewing workshops
teaching the ladies how to read patterns and they made three different types of hand
bags.

AVariedades 'y PapehProjeca(®tor€ brarnd Project)it ®ne of the
biggest challenges facing the Episcopal Church in Honduras, is the inevitable decrease
in financial support from the U.S. National Episcopal Church. The response from the
church in Honduras has been to try to make each church self-sustainable and has
encouraged its clergy to work with their congregations in developing small businesses or
micro-enterprises that can generate funds to help maintain the churches. Last
September we were approached by our lay pastor Victor Velazquez and the vestry who
presented us with a business plan. The idea was to build a store front where they could
sell school supplies for our scholarship kids and other students from the two schools in
the neighborhood, as well as items made by the ladies in the two micro-enterprises that
we started several years ago: sewing and baking. The construction team worked very
hard in finishing up the store front. In a few days they were able to paint the store front
(inside and outside), run all the electrical work including hanging the fixtures and build
shelves. The last day, Fr. Allan Conkling blessed the store surrounded by members of
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the church and the entire Manos team. They are hoping to open the doors of the
AVari edades y Rapdé&ebmian281d. InsadditioneChitt Chittenden and

Ray Thompsett built a beautiful altar chair to match the bishop& chair that they built last
year.




Community Gardening - The gardening team worked with the scholarship kids and the

ladies building a raised community garden in the church property, harvesting the yucca

that they had planted a month ago, teaching them how to make compost and
transplants. They also planted a veget abl e gar den i n Lesbyods
scholarship kids who is graduating from high school this year.




e Soccer Clinic i Ray Thompsett conducted his annual soccer clinic with the youth in the
community. This year, the clinic was geared towards older kids, ages 12-17 years old.
About 22 kids gathered for a session of training followed by a soccer match.




e Zumba Classes- This year we added classes of Zumba open to everyone. The classes
were a total hit as not only the girls but also the boys participated with gusto. They are
hoping to continue the Zumba classes as part of their regular youth activities.

e Houses Built for Flood Victims i In August 2010, Danli suffered of torrential rains that
flooded many neighborhoods and displaced hundreds of families. With the generosity of
many individuals, the Manos Team was able to raise $8000 and used it to buy hundreds of
pounds of food, as well as to buy three |l ots to
were able to partner with Anglidesh, a non-profit organization from the Episcopal Church in
Honduras who donated the labor and materials to build two houses in the lots that we had
purchased. It was a very happy occasion to witness t
were in Danli.
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the flood in August 2010.
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